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Pointing
Standing in the corner
you look so solemn,
covered in bright lights
and bulbs the color of the sky.

You tower above,
reaching to the heavens,
star upon your peak,
a sign pointing.

The jovial colors on your
branches — red, blue, and gold —
brighten the room, revealing the
treasures once hidden below.

The day has passed, the gifts are gone,
yet there you remain. Eternal.
Always pointing to something bigger.

PHOTO AND POEM BY JON BEHM
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Campus Safety Report

BY CHARLES LAPASTORA
Guest Writer

After three years of breaking 
ground, the much-anticipated 
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital 
was dedicated Friday. 

The hype surrounding the new 
hospital was very much lived up 
to. On Saturday, a community 
open house took place, bringing 
in more than 16,000 people who 
came to take a peek at the archi-
tectural beauty and outstanding, 
state-of-the-art technology. The 
hospital towers over downtown 
Grand Rapids at 14 stories high; 
its presence is known with those 
driving down Michigan Ave., 
passing by those wavy lines we 
all wonder about. 

Anne Veltema, marketing 
communications coordinator for 
the children’s hospital, acknowl-
edged that “hopefully we will 
never have to see them, but kids 
need hospitals.” 

With world-class technologies 
and a child-friendly environment 
(two qualities that are of utmost 
necessity for a parent or family 
wanting their loved little one to 
receive the best treatment and 
care possible), this surpasses 
your standard children’s hospital. 
They are the only full-service 
hospital in this part of the state. It 

is supported by more than 150 
pediatric specialty physicians. 
The building contains every-
thing from an emergency room 
to the only radiation facility 
in West Michigan to special 
family amenities. There are 
pieces of art created by more 
than 8,000 kids and teens that 
f low throughout the building 
and play structures that help 
aid in the healing process (kids 
need to have fun, too). 

Veltema pointed out that 
parents “don’t plan it coming, 
it just happens” when their kid 
gets ill or hurt. 

The hospital provides tre-
mendous support for the fam-
ily on top of the state-of-the-art 
care their child is receiving. 
The computer lab offers par-
ents a place where parents can 
do business and work while 
staying with their kids (there 
are also special overnight 
rooms where families can stay 
in case of emergency). 

Up unti l the big day of 
the off icial opening of the 
building on Jan. 11, 2011, 
the staff, including the doc-
tors are working on moving in 
and getting their offices ready. 
We in Grand Rapids truly 
have a state-of-the-art facility 
that is ready to serve kids of 
all ages. 

BY JASMINE WILSON
Staff Writer

I n 20 08,  Professor  Gar y 
Schmidt from the English de-
partment won a second Newberry 
Awa rd  fo r  h i s  b o ok  “ T he 
Wednesday Wars.”

Now, two years later, the book 
is being turned into a stage play. 
It will first be performed at Calvin 
during Interim break, but from 
there it could make its way onto 
stages across the country. 

“The Wednesday Wars” is a 
book about a young boy whose 
teacher hates him and forces him 
to read Shakespeare as a punish-
ment. Schmidt confesses it is 
based off of a teacher he himself 
had in elementary school, except 
the real-life teacher was much 
worse than the character he wrote 
in the book.

In the book, Holling Hoodhood 
is a young seventh grader who is 
the only protestant in his class, 
and every Wednesday afternoon 
his classmates either go off to 
catechism classes because they 
are Catholic, or go to Hebrew 
school because they are Jewish. 
Hoodhood is the only student 
left, leading him to believe that 
his teacher, Mrs. Baker, hates 
him since she would otherwise 
have her Wednesday afternoons 
free. It turns out that she does not 
hate him, she is a good teacher, 
and she goes through a series of 
Shakespeare plays with him that 
in some way relate to his real life 
experiences. 

Kirsten Kelly and Brian Farish 
adapted the work into a stage-
performance. Kelly is leading 
a workshop of the play during 
Interim and directing the play. 
Kelly is a Calvin alum who is 
currently working on directing 
a new feature documentary on 
teen homelessness which will be 
released in 2012. 

Hoodhood is going to be played 
by Matt Cambridge, a junior at 
Calvin. Schmidt met with him 
over coffee and was surprised 
by how perfect he is for the role. 
Cambridge explained that he 
wanted to discuss the character 
with Schmidt so he could have 
some further insight as to what is 

going on in Hooodhood’s mind as 
he does certain things.

Cambridge decided to audition 
after hearing about the part from 
a friend. He is not a part of the 
theater company, but has been 
interested in theater for a while, 
and thought Interim would be a 
good time to try it out. After read-
ing the script, he auditioned the 
next day. Said Cambridge, “I was 
excited, and a little overwhelmed, 
when I found out I would be play-
ing the part! I bought the book 
immediately and read it straight 
through. I loved it! His humor 
made me laugh out loud.” 

Andrew McClel land plays 
Hoodhood’s father. McClelland 
and the rest of the cast are able 
to help edit the piece as they 
rehearse. According to him, this 
is not an unusual practice. Said 
McClelland, “The work that we 
do here at Calvin is setting it up 
for when it will be performed in 
Chicago. It is not unusual for this 
sort of method to happen. The 
theater is a collaborative process.” 

McClelland, who has also 
read the original novel “The 
Wednesday Wars,” said, “The 
book translates very wel l to 
script form, the way Schmidt 
wrote it to begin with. Since it 
is written from the perspective 
of Hoodhood, it lends itself very 
well to a narrator who can fill in 
the gaps for the audience.” 

Schmidt wanted to make it 
very clear to the Calvin Theater 
Company (CTC) that he is not 
trying to control how they do 
this work. He recognized that it 
was quite an honor that his writ-
ing had chimed with Kelly, and 
he said that was exactly what he 
as an author would want from 
a reader. He really wants the 
scenes to be their own, however, 
especially since the media are so 
different and he himself is not a 
stage-writer. 

There will be six days of perfor-
mances at Calvin, some of which 
will only be open to schools. They 
will be performed and open to 
the public in the Gezon Theater 
on Jan. 29 at 1:30 and 7:30 p.m., 
Feb. 3-4 at 7:30 p.m., and Feb. 5 
at 1:30 and 7:30 p.m. Tickets can 
be purchased online at the box 
office for the student price of $5. 

Tuesday 11/30
-Campus Safety responded to 

a property damage car accident 
in the southwest parking lot. The 
driver of one vehicle was unable 
to stop in time when pulling into a 
parking spot, striking the parked 
vehicle in the next parking spot. 

Wednesday 12/1
-Campus Safety took a report 

of a minor, one-vehicle property 
damage accident at the Burton 
St. entrance to campus. A vehicle 
slid on the icy road and struck a 
curb, bending a tire rim on the 
vehicle.

-Campus Safety employees 
investigated a complaint of dam-
age to property at Eldersveld 
Residence Hall. During a snow-
ball fight outside the room, an 
unknown individual threw a 
snowball with a rock in it at a 
dorm room window, breaking the 
window and cutting one of the 
students inside the room.

Thursday 12/2
-Campus Safety employees re-

sponded to a medical call on the 
first floor of VanderWerp Hall. A 
student was not feeling well and 
wished to go to the hospital. The 
on-call Resident Director was 
contacted and, with the student’s 
RA, transported the student to 
Blodgett Hospital.

-Campus Safety employees 
responded to a medical call on 

the second f loor of Hekman 
Library. A student fainted 
during class. The student was 
monitored until feeling better. 
No additional medical atten-
tion was wanted or needed by 
the student.

-Campus Safety took a re-
port of a larceny of an iPod 
from a student who said the 
iPod was stolen from the base-
ment of Schultze Hall. The 
student said the iPod was left 
in the basement on Nov. 24, 
and upon returning on Nov. 
25, the iPod was gone.

Saturday 12/4
-Campus Safety employees 

invested a suspicious situation 
in the west parking lot of the 
Spoelhof Fieldhouse Complex. 
A door on a vehicle was dis-
covered partially open and 
the steering column appeared 
to have been tampered with. 
The owner was identified and 
contacted. It was determined 
that the owner had been work-
ing on the vehicle, which was 
disabled, and had not been 
tampered with. 

-Campus Safety took a re-
port of a theft of money from a 
residence hall room on second 
Eldersveld. The money was 
taken from a student’s room 
sometime between Nov. 1 and 
Nov. 8. Money was also alleg-
edly taken from the student’s 
suitemates’ room during the 
same period. There were no 
known suspects at the time the 
report was filed.

HOUSES for RENT on WOODLAWN;  4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
three gathering rooms, air, walk to campus, garage, private 
backyard.  $1200.  616-443-7501   June 1-May 25.

8 can rent side by side duplex. Each side has 4 large bedrooms, 
living and family room, kitchen, 2 baths, air, low utilities, laundry 
hookup, deck.  Less than 10 min from campus.  Englewood off 
28th St.  (near BW3) $900.  616-443-7501

CLASSIFIED

DeVos Hospital opens ‘Wednesday’ hits stage

IMAGE COURTESY OF ANNE VELTEMA

The new Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital is now open.

NEWS BRIEF
Christmas tree glows

At LOFT this past Sunday, the service involved a little more 
than the typical message and singing. The worshipers ventured 
out into the December cold.

With the Christmas season now in fullswing, prayers of hope, 
joy and peace for all men are rising up in force. At LOFT, every-
one who wanted to could participate in a communal decorating 
of the Commons Lawn Christmas tree. You can hardly walk 
down the path without noticing the now glittering, ornament-
laden tree. 

These decorations, however, are no ordinary ornaments. 
Each clear orb contains a slip of paper. On ever slip is written 
the name of a person being prayed for and an example of God’s 
continuing work. 

The frigid weather did not stop those gathered, like Whos 
around the tree, from singing Christmas hymns and the doxol-
ogy. Now the tree glows brightly with the season’s light and the 
prayers of the saints. 
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BY ALICE KEYES
 Staff Writer

While clinging to the climbing 
wall, Romeo unfurls a hand to 
stroke fair Juliet’s cheek in the 
unconventional performance 
“Shakespeare on Location.”

The performance took place 
Dec. 2-4 and involved 11 different 
locations around campus, which 
included a lecture hall, a tunnel 
and the climbing wall.   

“In class I gave my students 
the challenge, ‘Let’s use space, 
let’s use our campus in a different 
way,’ and this is the result,” the-
ater professor Stephanie Sandberg 
said. 

The play was constructed and 
directed by students as a part 
of a theater course and contained 
scenes from 10 of Shakespeare’s 
p l a y s  i n c l u d i n g  “ M u c h 
A d o  a b o u t  No t h i n g ,”  “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
and “Hamlet.”

“The point of the class was to 
analyze Shakespeare’s works and 
come up with ways to perform it 
so that ultimately we would better 
understand it for ourselves,” ju-
nior Josh Boerman said. “People 
who don’t know much about 
Shakespeare see a lot of the differ-
ent sides of his works — comedy, 

BY AMANDA ELLIOTT
Staff Writer

The season of Christmas is 
in the air as Calvin College ac-
cepted a gift this past Monday.  
Unw rap ped a nd va lued a t 
$1,000,000, Calvin received 320 
wooded acres of camp ground on 
behalf of the Board of Directors of 
the Brook Cherith Camp.

Af ter taking into account 
Calvin’s current financial crunch, 
Sa mu e l  Wa n ne r,  D i r e c to r 
of Financial Services, looked into 
accepting this land on President 
Byker’s mandate that “th is 
can’t be a net expense to the col-
lege.”

An approximate 45-minute 

drive from campus, the camp is 
located in Pierson Township in 
Montcalm County. The camp 
ground is situated around a 35-
acre lake, Lake Waltman, and 
consists of 20 buildings including 
a lodge, horse barn, camper cabin 
and bath houses, and includes 
recreational features such as a 
new zip line. 

 The land was originally ac-
quired by a group of churches and 
used as a summer camp for the 
Pioneer Girls Club.  The Brook 
Cherith Camp celebrated its 39th 
year and has decided to close op-
erations and donate the property 
to a non-profit organization that 
shared a common faith. 

Wanner said, “Calvin filled the 
bill for them.” 

As t he camp i s  c losed 
for the season, Wanner alluded 
to the many conversations 
that need to happen around 
campus with such departments 
as Student Life, HPERDS, 
Physical Plant, the biology 
department and student sen-
ate as to what to do with the 
camp. 

Already, Calvin has re-
ce ived  nu me r ou s  pho ne 
ca l l s  f rom renta l  g roups 
and intends to lease the house 
on the property in order to 
make this gift an asset to the 
college. 

Wanner closed saying, “It’s 
a great gift and the opportuni-
ties for the future — there’s lots 
of them.” 

tragedy, and history. I think it is 
the ability to have that range that 
was an advantage of this format.”

In addition to directing the 
scenes, class members acted in 
them and recruited others from 
the student body to perform.

“For me, the language was 
pretty hard to adjust to at first,” 
f reshman Dirk Knibbe said. 
“You just have to learn to speak 
clearly. And if you’re watching 
us perform you really just have to 
suspend your disbelief for a little 
bit since there aren’t costumes.” 

The nature of the performance 
allowed students to dress in mod-
ern apparel and encouraged in-
teraction between the actors and 
audience. 

“The phrase that first comes 
to mind is that it’s a people’s 
play,” senior Nikki Adams said. 
“Because it isn’t on a stage and 
is placed in different locations 
around the campus, and when I 
went it was a school night, there 
were people winding in and out 
of the performance. There’s really 
no physical separation between 
actors and the observers. By 
having the actors always in plain 
sight and the scenes in ordinary 
places, it places less emphasis on 
the magnificence of the scene 
and more on the timelessness of 
Shakespeare’s words.”

 

From the 
“Iron Man”of  
baseball to the 
founder of  Kiva, 
Calvin College presents 
the 2011 January Series—
the award-winning free 
liberal arts education 
delivered in 15 weekday, 
lunchtime lectures. For 
the 24th year, thousands 
from around west 
Michigan will gather 
on the Calvin campus 
to hear pioneers in 
their fields speak on the 
power of  micro-finance, 
challenges of  autism, 
gang intervention, 
schools for AIDS 
orphans, narcissism in 
the age of  entitlement 
and much more. And 
thousands more will 
join the conversation by 
watching a live feed at 
30 remote webcast sites 
across the continent or 
by listening online. For 
details on the series, 
including presenter bios, 
remote site locations, 
online listening 
instructions, archived 
presentations and more, see 
www.calvin.edu/january.

Calvin gets new land for Christmas ‘All the world’s a stage’

FILE PHOTO

Calvin has been given a 320-acre campground about 45 minutes from campus.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CALVIN.EDU

Thespians enacted famous Shakespeare scenes across campus.
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Language lessons
with Amy and Abby

“What you all need to realize 
is that this philosophy class is like 
Vegas; whatever happens here needs 
to stay here.” 

- Professor Halteman, philosophy

“Sometimes I think: ‘Why did I devote my entire 
life to studying China? I hate China!”

 - Professor Bays, Asian studies

“You know you’re a nerd when you get a good   
chuckle out of a litotes.” 

 - Professor Engbers, English

Chimes is in desperate need of some crazy quotes from 
your professors. Write them down during class and send 
them to chimes@calvin.edu

During December, people don their hats, coats and mittens and 
head out into the blustery snow to go caroling. But the word 
“carol” didn’t always have the connotation of Christmas that it 
does nowadays. When the English first appropriated the word 
from the French in the late 13th century, they used it to mean a 
ring dance, when people would hold hands and dance in a circle. 
By extension, the word was also applied to the joyous songs 
played on these occasions. In the 1500s, people started using 
the word to refer mostly to religious songs, and the association 
with Christmas soon followed. So next time you sing “Deck the 
Halls,” make everyone join hands and engage in a session of good 
old-fashioned ring dancing.  Good luck when it comes to slower 
songs like “O Holy Night.”
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God knows what will happen if terror keeps hitting us for 14 more years.

-Mian Ifi khar Hussain, “Bombing takes new toll,” p.6

BY RACHEL HEKMAN
Staff Writer

Yes, Thanksgiving is long over, 
but that doesn’t mean the time for 
giving thanks is over, too. 

Look around you. You are 
probably reading this on the cam-
pus of one of the best Christian 
colleges in the nation. You have 
running water, heat, a roof over 
your head and dozens of aca-
demic and social resources at 
your disposal. 

Whether you like it here or not, 
you have to admit that we Calvin 
students have it pretty good.

Many foreign exchange stu-
dents, however, aren’t so lucky.

The Associated Press recently 
published a report on the state of 
United States’ student visa pro-
gram — or, more accurately, the 
abuses of the program. 

What the AP found in its sev-
eral-year-long investigation was 
an alarming number of foreign 
students being forced into virtual 
slavery in the so-called “Land of 
the Free” — some were forced 
to work in strip clubs instead of 
restaurants; “some live in apart-
ments so crowded that they sleep 
in shifts because there aren’t 
enough beds,” according to the 
report.

Each year, the U.S. govern-
ment grants as many as 150,000 

J-1 visas to foreign college stu-
dents. The program, officially 
called the J-1 Summer Work 
and Travel Program, provides 
work and additional education 
opportunities for foreign college 
students during their summer 
breaks.

However, many of these stu-
dents — who think they’ve caught 
a lucky break — are ensnared by 
unlicensed and fraudulent third 
parties. These companies often 
pose as employers, job consul-
tants and private tutors, charging 
exorbitant fees of the students for 
usually minimal service.

Human rights activists have 
been criticizing the American 
government’s lack of regulation 
in this industry for some time. 

According to the director of 
Florida State University’s Center 
for the Advancement of Human 
Rights, “There’s been a massive 
failure on the part of the United 
States to bring any accountability 
to the temporary work visa pro-
grams, and it’s especially true for 
the J-1.”

The Associated Press re-
ports that in 2006, the eastern 
European country of Belarus 
warned its citizens not to apply 
for J-1 visas because of an uptick 
in crimes against Belarusian stu-
dents in the program.

Meanwhile, the students who 
do apply and come to American 

shores are often trapped without 
jobs or housing. According to 
the AP, the Ocean City Baptist 
Church (Maryland) served free 
meals to over 1,700 needy stu-
dents with the J-1 visa. 

Even students who do manage 
to get hired as seasonal workers 
often find their pay docked for 
“room and board” by unscrupu-
lous employers who then pack 
them into “filthy, sparsely fur-
nished apartments so crowded 
that some endure ‘hotbunking,’ 
where they sleep in shifts,” ac-
cording to the AP. Sometimes, 
hourly pay for these students can 
end up being less than $1 — far 
below federal minimum wage.

In response to the increased 
number of student and orga-
nization complains, the State 
Department has begun to retain 
records of cases and attempt to 
address the problems that face for-
eign students, but “for the many 
J-1 women who end up working 
in strip clubs, whether by choice 
or force, the changes can’t come 
soon enough.”

As a Ukrainian woman said 
of her employer, “He said, ‘Well, 
[…] if I have to sell you, I’ll sell 
you.’”

Another woman commented, 
“It was almost normal that he 
screamed, that we worked 14 
hours, that we ate on the floor.”

“That was our America.”

Associated Press

President Barack Obama on 
Wednesday rejected claims that 
he betrayed Democrats by cut-
ting a deal with Republicans on 
Bush-era tax cuts and implored 
his party to back the compromise, 
arguing it could jump-start the 
economy.

Speaking to reporters at a joint 
appearance with Polish president 
Bronislaw Komorowski, Obama 
said economists predict higher 
job growth in 2011 and 2012 if 
Congress passes the agreement 
and urged lawmakers to examine 
the details of the deal and “get 
this done.”

The White House has been 
leaning hard on fellow Democrats 
to support the tax deal that would 
extend the cuts at all income lev-
els for two years, extend jobless 
benefits for the long-term unem-
ployed and cut the Social Security 
payroll tax for a year.

But House Democratic leaders 
protest that the overall package 
gives up too much to the wealthy. 
They’re putting Obama on the de-
fensive, even as the deal picks up 
support among GOP lawmakers 
and business groups.

The president forcefully reject-
ed suggestions he had abandoned 
his allies to strike an agreement 
with the GOP.

“I think it is inaccurate to char-
acterize Democrats, writ large, as 
quote-unquote betrayed,” he said.

Obama sent Vice President Joe 
Biden to Capitol Hill Wednesday 
a f ter noon to urge resis tant 
House Democrats to support the 
package. Biden lobbied Senate 
Democrats on Tuesday.

Some Democrats are unhappy 
that Obama agreed to extend 
expiring tax cuts not just for the 
middle class but also for higher 
earners, and that he agreed to im-
pose a lower estate tax on wealthy 
heirs. Both provisions are seen by 
many Democrats as giveaways to 
the rich that will do little to help 
the economy.

In return, Democrats would 
get extended jobless benefits for 
people who have been unem-

ployed for long stretches. Workers 
would also see their share of 
Social Security payroll taxes cut 
by nearly a third for the coming 
year, a boost in take-home pay 
meant to encourage spending and 
aid the economy.

“So far, the response has not 
been very good,” House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi said. She called the 
estate tax provision “a bridge 
too far.”

If Democrats kill the pack-
age, it would mark a stunning 
defeat for Obama and a huge 
polit ical bet that voters wil l 
blame Republicans as much as 
Democrats for an impasse that 
would lead to higher taxes start-
ing Jan. 1. Many congressional 
insiders doubt that Democrats 
will take that gamble. But liberal 
lawmakers’ discontent is hard 
to measure in the wake of last 
month’s big election setbacks.

The potential for additional job 
growth was a key talking point at 
the White House Wednesday and 
officials released independent 
economic analyses that sup-
ported their contention that the 
agreement would contribute to 
economic expansion.

“This is the right thing to do,” 
Obama said. “I expect everybody 
to examine it carefully. When 
they do, I think they’re going to 
feel confident that this is the right 
course — while understanding 
that for the next two years, we’re 
going to have a big debate about 
taxes.”

Senior White House adviser 
David Axelrod said Wednesday he 
believes disenchanted Democrats 
will decide to vote for the pack-
age when they realize how angry 
voters will be “if they wake up 
on Jan. 1” with a substantial tax 
increase, roughly $3,000 a year 
for a typical family.

He said Obama had no choice 
but to accede to Republican de-
mands for continuing existing 
rates for the wealthy in order to 
spare higher rates for the middle 
class. He also said the president 
was forced to make concessions 
to protect the jobless.

In an interview on NBC’s 
“Today” show, he said it would 

Foreign students face mistreatment

President Obama cuts tax deal
be “borderline immoral” to al-
low taxes to go up in the midst of 
economic hard times.

If Congress fails to act this 
month, taxpayers at every in-
come level face a signif icant 
tax increase at the start of the 
year. The new Congress — 
with Republicans controlling 
the House and Democrats the 
Senate — still could extend the 
tax cuts retroactively next year. 
But that would make it difficult 
for employers to withhold the 
proper amount of taxes from 
workers’ pay.

Payroll companies say it’s al-
ready too late for many employ-
ers to adjust withholding by 
the start of the year, meaning 
many workers will have to make 
adjustments, regardless of what 
Congress does.

Despite their minority status, 
Senate Republicans last week 
blocked Obama’s long-promised 
bid to end Bush-era tax cuts for 
households earning more than 
$250,000. Republicans insisted 
that all the tax cuts be extended, 
for rich and poor alike.

Under the proposal cutting 
back Social Security payroll 
taxes, workers would pay a 4.2 
percent tax rate instead of 6.2 
percent — a $120 billion tax cut 
for workers, starting on Jan. 1.

Households making between 
$40,000 and $50,000 would get 
an average tax cut of $810 next 
year, according to an analy-
sis by the Tax Policy Center, 
a Washington research group. 
Households making between 
$100,000 and $200,000 would get 
an average tax cut of $2,162.

The package would continue 
other programs such as enhanced 
tuition tax credits and tax breaks 
for businesses that hire new work-
ers. It would impose a 35 percent 
federal estate tax, but each spouse 
could exempt up to $5 million 
from taxation.

Under current law, the estate 
tax, which was repealed for 2010, 
is scheduled to return next year 
with a top rate of 55 percent.

Officials said that, overall, the 
proposal could increase federal 
borrowing by $900 billion.

Associated Press

For years, Elizabeth Ed-
wards prepared her fam-
ily for the day she would be 
gone, talking bluntly about 
the cancer consuming her 
body and writing a letter to 
leave for her children with life 
advice on topics such as how 
to pick a church — or even a 
spouse.

The preparation continued 
in her final days, when she 
made sure Christmas decora-
tions were up in their Chapel 
Hill home and became the 
source of comfort to those clos-
est to her.

“That was sort of who she 
was. She was always, always 
the shoulder to lean on,” said 
family friend John Moylan. 
“And, even at the end, she 
remained a very strong per-
son. I think they all took their 
strength from her.”

Edwards, 61, died Tuesday 
from cancer — six years after 
she was diagnosed the day 
after the 2004 election when 
her husband John was a vice 
presidential candidate.

Since her cancer returned 
i n  a n i nc u rable  for m i n 
2007, Edwards had talked 
openly about the expecta-
tion that the disease would 
take her l i fe before long. 
She had hoped to live sev-
eral more years, enough time 
to see her youngest chi ld, 
10 -yea r- old Jack ,  g radu-
ate f rom high school and 
possibly see the oldest, 28-year-
old Cate, have a child of her 
own.

But Edwards a l so sa id 
over the years that she was 
talking directly with the kids 
about death. Meanwhile, she 
had been penning a let ter 
that her children could use 
as guidance for their lives 
ahead. It was an idea she came 
up with two decades ago after 
watching the movie “Terms 
of Endearment,” in which the 
mother knew she was dying 
and gave advice to her chil-
dren.

David “Mudcat” Saunders, 
a political adviser and Edwards 
family friend, said the two 

youngest children appeared to 
be coping well with the loss. 
He said the home, while con-
sumed with sadness, also has 
a feeling of celebration as fam-
i ly and f r iends remembered 
stories of Elizabeth Edwards’ 
life. In part, he said, that was 
because of her never-look-back 
attitude.

“I think that spirit of Elizabeth 
is so branded in Emma Claire, 
Jack and Cate, that the kids will 
be fine,” Saunders said.

In the final days of Edwards’ 
rapidly declining health, Saun-
ders relayed a story about how 
Jack had jumped onto the bed 
with his mother to say that 
he loved her. She smi led at 
him and said, “I love you too, 
sweetie.”

John Edwards was at her side 
around the clock. He is deeply up-
set by his wife’s death, Saunders 
said, but is also focused on at-
tending to the children. He re-
cal led asking Edwards what 

he planned to do now, to which 
the former North Carolina sena-
tor vowed simply: “I’m going to 
be the greatest father there ever 
was.”

Added Moylan, “His full focus 
is on those children.”

Three decades after the law 
school sweethear ts married, 
Elizabeth Edwards separated 
from her husband about a year 
ago following his affair and af-
ter learning that he fathered a 
child with his mistress during his 
second campaign for the White 
House. He still faces a federal 
investigation into campaign fi-
nances.

A  f a m i l y  f r i e n d  s a i d 
Wed nesd ay t hat  El i zabe t h 
E dw a r d s  w i l l  b e  ho no r e d 
Saturday at Edenton Street United 
Methodist Church in Raleigh. 
T h e  f r i e n d  s p o k e  t o  T h e 
Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity because details of the 
plans have yet to be announced 
by the family.

The public is allowed to attend 
the event, set to begin at 1 p.m. 
The family is still working on 
burial plans.

Mourners were asked to make 
donations to the Wade Edwards 
Foundation, which was created in 
honor of Edwards’ son who died 
in a car crash at age 16.

Edwards passes away

FILE PHOTO

After a six-year battle with cancer, Elizabeth Edwards, wife 
of former Senator John Edwards, passed away.
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A suicide bomb attack in north-
western Pakistan killed over 40 
people on Monday and wounded 
at least 70 others.

The at tack occur red in a 
government compound in the 
semi-autonomous tribal region 
of Mohmand, ha lt ing ta lks 
between government officials, 
t r iba l elders and 
local anti-Taliban 
groups.

A Taliban spokes-
person has claimed 
responsibility for the 
bombing, according 
to the BBC.

Two suicide bom-
bers disguised as 
police off icers en-
tered the govern-
ment building, lo-
cated in the town of 
Ghalanai.

One of the at-
tackers detonated 
his bomb in a sit-
ting area inside the compound. 
The second bomber exploded 
seconds later at the building’s 
security gate, where he had been 
stopped.

Mohmand officials said that 
the compound was equipped with 
metal detectors, but a power out-
age prevented the devices from 
discovering the bombers.

One witness told the Los 
Angeles Times, “Suddenly there 
was a huge blast. I fell on the 
ground. When I stood up, there 
was another blast. As I again fell 
to the ground, I saw people run-
ning in panic.”

The attackers had filled their 
suicide vests with bullets in order 
to increase the damage.

About 25 sur v ivors were 
rushed to Peshawar hospital for 

treatment. Tribal elders, police 
officials and two journalists were 
counted among the dead.

The body count could have 
been h igher, since, accord-
ing to Amjad Ali Khan, the 
region’s top civilian off icial. 
“Mondays are public days and 
usually we have two thousand 
to three thousand tribesmen,” 
he said. “Thank God, it was 
prayers’ time. Otherwise the 
casualty figure would have been 

much higher.”
Amjad Ali Khan is believed to 

have been a target of the attack, 
but he survived without injury.

Warning pamphlets 20 days 
earlier preceded the bombing, 
ordering peace committees and 
tribal militias to stop fighting the 
regions’ militants.

Mohmand is a stronghold for 
Taliban and al-Qaeda forces, ac-
cording to the BBC, and its heavy 
forests and mountainous terrain 
has allowed these militants to 
operate with ease, traveling at 
will across the nearby border with 
Afghanistan.

Umar Khalid leads Mohmand’s 
Taliban, although his forces 
are more active in neighboring 
Afghanistan than in Pakistan.

Still, the militants have killed 

thousands of people in Pakistan 
since the country’s military began 
operating against the Taliban in 
2007.

Terrorist attacks in Mohmand 
have increased in the past year, 
with Monday’s serving as one of 
the most deadly.

On Nov. 5, suicide bombers 
attacked a mosque in Dera Adam 
Khel, killing 67 people. Locals 
had formed an anti-Taliban mili-
tia in the area.

I n  Ju ly,  ove r 
100 people died in 
a double suicide 
bombing – an at-
tack against tribal 
elders in the village 
of Yakaghund.

A pickup truck 
filled with explo-
s ives  de tonated 
near the town of 
Lakki Marwat on 
Jan. 1 of 2010. The 
attack killed 96 peo-
ple, many of whom 
were militia mem-
bers who were play-
ing volleyball.

Mian Ifikhar Hussain, province 
K hyber-Pak ht un k hwa’s  in-
f o r m a t i o n  m i n i s t e r ,  s a i d 
that Pakistan must increase its 
border security if it wishes to 
reduce the Taliban presence 
in the country. He encouraged 
Pakistan’s counter-terrorism divi-
sions to work alongside U.S. and 
Afghan forces.

“There is a need for an orga-
nized and comprehensive strategy 
in the fight against terrorists in 
Afghanistan, the tribal areas 
and Pakistan,” Hussain said. 
“Otherwise we will keep suf-
fering. There are predictions 
that this wave of terrorism may 
continue for the next 14 years. 
God knows what will happen 
if terror keeps hitting us for 14 
more years.”

BY ALEESA RIBBENS
Nat-World Co-Editor

In the summer of 2000, Flight 
4950 to New York went up in 
flames and crashed into a nearby 
hotel shortly af ter taking off 
from Charles de Gaulle airport 
in Paris, France. 

On Monday, a French court 
ruled that U.S. com-
pany Cont inenta l 
Airlines and one of 
its mechanics are to 
blame for both the 
crash and the 113 
people who died as 
a result. 

Previous to Flight 
4950’s take-off, a ti-
tanium strip fell off a 
different Continental 
plane whi le it  de-
parted. The titanium 
str ip shredded the 
Concorde’s tire caus-
ing a fire to start in its 
fuel tank. 

T he U.S.  based 
airline was fined $200,000 and 
was ordered to pay an additional 
million euros to Air France for 
damaging its reputation. 

John Taylor, a mechanic em-
ployed by the airline who alleg-
edly installed the titanium strip 
incorrectly, was fined €2,000 and 
received a 15-month suspended 
prison sentence for involuntary 
manslaughter. 

Taylor’s former supervisor, 
Stanley Ford, and three French 
officials who were also accused 
of involuntary manslaughter were 
found to be not guilty. 

According to CNN, “The 
charges said the engineers could 
have acted much earlier to correct 

well- known design flaws in the 
plane.”

W h i le  m a ny  of  t he  v ic -
tims’ families have already re-
ceived compensation from Air 
France, EADS, Continental and 
Goodyear Tire, the court ordered 
EADS, the Concorde’s manufac-
turer, to pay 30 percent of the total 
compensation. 

CNN reported that the airline 

issued a statement claiming the 
verdict to be “absurd” and accused 
French authorities of “shift[ing] 
the attention and blame away 
from Air France,” who was is 
in charge of both “operat[ing] 
the flight and maintain[ing] the 
aircraft.”

The Guardian reported that 
Continental plans to appeal 
and that, according to the air-
line’s lawyer,Oliver Metzner, 
they bel ieve that “th is i s a 
ruling that projects only the 
interests of France. [It] has strayed 
far from the truth of the law and 
justice.” 

I n  a n  s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d 
by spokesman Nick Brit ton, 

Concorde jet disaster in court
Continental stated that “portray-
ing the metal strip as the cause of 
the accident and Continental and 
one of its employees as the sole 
guilty parties shows the determi-
nation of the French authorities 
to shift attention and blame away 
from Air France,” which was run 
by the government at the time of 
the accident. 

Allegations are being made 
that French officials 
are to blame since 
t hey  have  k now n 
about problems with 
the Concorde plane 
for 27 years and have 
d o n e  n o t h i n g  t o 
change them.

T h e  A m e r i c a n 
Free Press noted that 
three French aviation 
off icials who were 
acquitted are being 
charged in a separate 
lawsuit for failing to 
do anything about 
the dozens of je ts 
that had “tire blow-
outs or wheel dam-

age that in several cases pierced 
the fuel tanks” over the 27 year 
period.

However, this trial has been 
put on hold until the outcome of 
the current trial is made clear. 

Air France states on their web-
site that they “welcome the deci-
sion of the criminal court which 
recognizes Continental’s full 
criminal and civil liability in the 
Concorde accident.”

Additionally, the airline stated 
that, “To find that any crime was 
committed in this tragic accident 
is not supported either by the 
evidence at trial or by aviation 
authorities and experts around 
the world.”
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The Concorde jet crashed in the summer of 2000.

Suicide bombing takes new toll
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On Monday, the latest attack in a string of suiciding 
bombings took the lives of over 40 people.

BY JOESPH MATHESON
Staff Writer

More than 100 people are miss-
ing, feared dead, after a landslide 
crushed part of a Medellin suburb 
Monday. The hil lside, weak-
ened after weeks of Columbia’s 
heaviest rains in decades, col-
lapsed at about 7 p.m. GMT, 
bur y ing a round 50 homes. 
Rescue workers have pulled out 
23 bodies, but more than 100 
people remain missing under the 
debris, in the latest tragedy occur-
ring as a result of the torrential 
rains that could leave as many 
as two mi l l ion homeless in 
Colombia.

T he mayor of  Bel lo  told 
Colom-bian radio that 123 peo-
ple had been trapped. “Among 
the 23 bodies are 11 children,” 
added John Rendon, disaster 
coordinator for the state Medellin 
is located in. Local authorities 
suspect at least nine of these 
children were playing in a park 
when the landslide occurred. 
Resident Claudia Patricia Molina 
described the landslide “as if 

someone had placed a bomb,” al-
though she was four blocks away 
visiting friends when her home 
was f lattened. The disaster was 
described by another resident, 
Jose Cardenas, as “an announced 
tragedy.”

While landslides are nothing 
new in Colombia’s mountain-
ous Andean region, they have 
been particularly bad recent-
ly. The weather phenomenon 
known as La Nina, caused by 
colder than usual water cur-
rents along the Pacif ic coast, 
has made this year especial-
ly rainy, which weighs down 
hillsides, causing more landslides 
than normal. Colombian presi-

dent Juan Manuel Santos said 
that “the tragedy the country 
is going through has no prec-
edents in our history,” while 
flying over a particularly hard-
hit region.

Hugo Chavez, president 
of the neighboring country 
of  Venezuela,  which has 
a lso been hit hard by the 
torrential downpour, blamed 
the rain on global climate 
change caused, for the most 
part, by what he calls “crimi-
nal” capitalism. Chavez, who 
personally accommodated 
25 homeless families in his 
presidential palace as well as 
ordering other government 
institutions to do the same, 
declared in a weekly opinion 
column that “the environ-
mental imbalance capitalism 
has caused is without doubt 
the fundamental cause of the 
alarming atmospheric phe-
nomena.” 

From this, he goes on to 
conclude, “The developed na-
tions irresponsibly shatter the 
environmental order, in their 
desire to maintain a criminal 

development model, while 
the immense majority of the 
earth’s people suffer the most 
terrible consequences.” Chavez 
has also been under consider-
able political pressure since the 
rains, leading him to excoriate 
upper-class Venezuelans as 
well. 

Whether or not you think 
this tragedy is caused by capi-
talist excess, we can all agree 
that this event is certainly a 
catastrophe, one resident tell-
ing local newspapers that “my 
aunt, my mother, my little 
brothers are buried there — by 
God, let them be found alive.” 
They will be in all our prayers.

Rain falls, land slides

FILE PHOTO

After heavy rains caused a landslide in Medellin, Columbia, 
23 people are dead and over 100 are still missing. 
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The more averse you are to putting yourself into a stressful situation, the 
more that stress is going to affect your performance.

-Art Markman, “Visualizing exams”

BY GENEVA LANGELAND
Staff Writer

Picture yourself in biology 
class, staring at a blank page. You 
shift uncomfortably and attempt 
to block out the persistent sniffles 
emanating from the class invalid. 
Your pen feels oddly bulky. 

This is your fourth exam, and 
you’ve completely forgotten the 

life-cycle of a fern.
Now picture yourself turning 

the exam page, only to sigh in 
relief at the familiarity of the next 
question. Suddenly, the diagrams 
of gametophytes and sporangia 
come f looding back, and you 
breeze through the remainder of 
the exam.

Visualizing ourselves taking 
exams can help soothe nerves 
long before we enter the class-

room. Cognitive psychologist Art 
Markman of the University of 
Texas studies the brain’s mecha-
nisms for coping with stress. 

He suggests that picturing a 
stressful situation and mentally 
running through scenarios of 
success and failure can psycho-
logically prepare us for the real 
event.

Markman acknowledges that 
this can be disquieting. “It’s 
obviously a helpless feeling,” he 
told Discovery News. “Thinking 
about stressful situations can 
cause stress, so we don’t like to 
talk about them until we’re faced 
with them.”

But steering away from exam 
fears can be detrimental. “The 
more averse you are to putting 
yourself into a stressful situa-
tion,” Markman cautions, “the 
more that stress is going to affect 
your performance when you fi-
nally have to encounter it.”

Sian Beilock, a psychology 
professor at the University of 
Chicago, published a book in 
September that backs up many 
of Markman’s claims about brain 
function under stress. 

Beilock discussed her book, 
“Choke:  What Secrets of the 
Brain Reveal About Getting It 

Visualizing exams may help students minimize stress
Right When You Have To” in 
a Sept. 23 interview with Katty 
Kay on NPR. 

She says in the interview that 
stress harms “if we’re doing a 
task that requires a lot of work-
ing memory, which is essentially 
your mental scratch pad.” Exams 
would certainly qualify. Problems 
arise because “these pressure situ-
ations essentially zap some of this 
cognitive horsepower,” leading to 
the heart-stopping panic of forget-
ting the central tenets of Plato’s 
worldview. 

As Beilock says, “In academic 
situations, those students high-
est in working memory rely a lot 
on the prefrontal cortex to show 
what they know.” But since stress 
short-circuits working memory, 
students “end having less of the 
resources that they normally rely 
on to show their superior perfor-
mance.”

Beilock’s advice for avoiding 
brain freeze is simple: rehearse 
and don’t overthink.

“A lot of research suggests 
that if we mimic just a little bit 
the types of situations we en-
counter, that’s enough to get us 
accustomed in a real do-or-die 
situation,” she says. 

Unlike the SATs, practice col-

lege exams are rare. Rely instead 
on imagination. Visualize the 
stressful situation. Plan how to 
get past it. Come to grips with 
the possibility of failure. If you’re 
practicing a speech, purpose-
ly scatter your notes onto the 
floor and make yourself recover 
smoothly. Picture yourself turn-
ing in an exam and walking con-
fidently out of the room.

Beilock also suggests recon-
sidering your bodily reactions to 
stress. Rather than interpreting a 
racing heart and sweaty palms as 
warning signs that you’re about to 
panic, view them as motivators 
for kicking your brain into gear.

She even recommends writing 
about your exam-related anxiet-
ies; “cognitive outsourcing,” she 
calls it. 

“Once [worries] are down there 
and you’ve thought about them, 
reappraised them a bit, you’re less 
likely to be consumed with them 
when the test is on.”

Of course, setting aside time to 
journal about being stressed isn’t 
very likely to improve a stressful 
cramming session. But Beilock’s 
other suggestions require little 
time and effort, just a willingness 
to picture the worst and hope for 
the best.

BY MATTHEW KOH
Staff Writer

Of all the creatures that have 
ever wandered Earth, humans 
are among the most peculiar and 
wondrous. 

In the 100,000 years of Homo 
sapiens’ existence, they have 
come to dominate the world in 
ways that make the dinosaurs 
seem mere figureheads during 
their rule. 

Humans have spread far and 
wide through the planet, making 
nests for themselves across the 
seven continents, from freezing 
plains to burning deserts. 

Humans have a lso estab-
lished themselves as the preda-
tor par excellence — they are 
the top of every food chain 
and only rarely other beasts’ 
prey. 
    Like some other primates, 
humans are bipeds, though they 
spend much more time on just 
two feet than any other animal. 

Humans are unusual among 
mammals (other than some 
primates) in the dexterity of 
their fifth digit, which allows 
them to grip objects with some 
strength. 

Human females have an av-
erage height of 5 feet 4 inches 
and weight of 67 kg; males aver-
age 5 feet 7 inches and 82 kg.
    Humans have proven them-
selves among the most versatile 
of species. Without aid they 
can attain a top land speed of 
37.58 km/h, which places them 
amongst the top 20 fastest land 
animals. 

Though not equipped for water 
travel, humans have been known 
to reach speeds of 8.46 km/h in 
that medium. 

Humans have also been observed 
climbing trees and cliffs, as well 
as traversing a variety of terrains. 
    Though other animals’ ocular 
abilities may exceed humans’ in 
certain categories (distance, color 
spectrum, etc.), when consid-
ered as a whole, human eyes are 
amongst the best in the animal 
kingdom. 

Human eyes can focus on 
objects up to 32 km away, easily 
detect movement, and see many 
more colours than the average 
animal. 

Furthermore, humans’ vi-
sual acuity (which determines 
the sharpness of an image) is very 

rarely paralleled. 
But physical prowess is far from 

humanity’s greatest strength; 
that title belongs instead to their 
ingenuity (which might be due 
to humans having the greatest 
brain-to-body ratio). 

Though their flesh is relatively 
unprotected and their limbs are 
not the strongest, humans have 
risen to rule many more powerful 
animals. 

This is mostly due to human-
ity’s unparalleled ability to adapt 
to their environment. 

They compensate for their 
lack of physical covering by tak-
ing the skin of better protected 
animals, by weaving together 
leaves or by processing other 
substances. 

They make up for their lack of 
strength by fashioning tools out of 
rocks, metal and other material. 

They tear down forests and 
carve up mountains to make 
their homes, drastically altering 
the landscape in the process.
   Some of the tools humanity 
has created have an intrinsically 
deadly purpose. With these, 
otherwise weak humans are 
able to kill the most ferocious of 
beasts. 

Once they have positioned 
themselves as the strongest ani-
mal in the region, humans typi-
cally set about capturing more 
docile beasts and making use of 
their labor and/or meat. 

The tools of humans have, 
particularly in the last thousand 
years, enabled them to attain a 
level of dominance unheard of 
in the world’s history. Thousands 
of kilometers of earth have been 
stripped bare and replaced with 
ground manufactured by hu-
mans. 

O n  t h i s  h u m a n - c r a f t e d 
ground, they have constructed 
mammoth objects, some the 
approximate size and height 
of a small mountain, others 
large enough to encase a forest. 
    Humans have further supple-
mented their abilities through 
manufacturing objects that allow 
them to travel at enormously fast 
speeds through land, water, air 
and even beyond the planet. 

These vehicles are also able to 
transport tremendous amounts of 
animals and material, allowing 
humans to move themselves and 
their goods throughout the world. 

Human domination is not 
without its threats, however. 

Apart from ants, the single 
greatest danger to the human 
empire comes within the spe-
cies themselves. 

Unlike other animals, hu-
mans lack an ability to form 
an equilibrium with nature, 
constantly devouring more 
and more resources in vain at-
tempts to satiate their infinite 
greed. 

When other beasts no lon-
ger pose a significant threat 
to human wellbeing, humans 
almost inevitably become 
hostile to one another, form-
ing packs and clans which 
often attack and kill or en-
slave other human groups. 
    Even when there is relative 
peace, human individuals have 
been known to turn on each 
other, killing and robbing one 
another. 

Human societies also typi-
cally tend towards stratifica-
tion, where certain groups 
identify some insignificant 
trait to distinguish themselves 
from others they wish to sub-
jugate or alienate. 

M e m b e r s  o f  s u b o r d i -
nate groups are of ten kil led, 
maimed or taken aside for the 
benef it of the rul ing group.
    For a long while, humanity’s 
self-destructive tendencies were 
relatively innocuous to the spe-
cies as a whole. However, as they 
attain more and more deadly 
tools, insignificant conflicts can 
escalate very quickly. 

In the last one hundred years, 
humans have killed over 150 
million members of their spe-
cies in war. Furthermore, they 
have developed the ability to 
dest roy the whole species a 
thousand times over through 
incredibly powerful devices.
    When they are not busy killing 
themselves, humans seem to en-
joy destroying the world around 
them. 

I f human rates of growth 
and consumption continue, it is 
not too unforeseeable for them 
to sap the earth of all natural 
resources. They may have al-
ready destroyed more than a 
thousand species, and there is 
little evidence that this trend will 
stop. 
    Humanity’s thirst for destruc-
tion is mitigated somewhat by a 
curiously contrasting capacity for 
compassion, seen in all members 
of the species to some degree 

or another. 
Humans have been observed 

caring for the weak and vulner-
able both in and out of their 
communities. Parentless children 
are not uncommonly adopted 
by adults and older human are 
of ten provided for in human 
societies. 

Some humans seek to pro-
tect other animals from their 
kin; humans have also been ob-
served to care for another ani-
mals purely for pleasure (though 
somet imes not of the other 
animal).    
    They have also developed im-
pressive means of healing them-
selves and those around them. 

Through caref u l prac t ice 
and speci f ic tools,  humans 
have been able to almost dou-
ble their life expectancy. Some 
humans a l so benef i t  ot her 
animals with these abilit ies. 
    The tools humans have crafted 
are not merely limited to utilitar-
ian purposes. Humans have been 
observed using a wide variety 
of instruments to create sounds 
pleasing to their ears. 

They have also been known 
to mark usually monochrome 
surfaces to create meaningful 
symbols and intriguing images. 

Humans have also develop-
ed methods of communication 

Humans are a species unlike any other on the planet

Humans are adept at running, swimming and climbing. They have 
also changed the face of Earth more than any other animal.
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beyond the immediate, passing 
information through a variety 
of symbols.

Humans typically have a lim-
ited amount of sexual partners 
with polygamy (almost always po-
lygyny) being the most common 
form of union, though some hu-
mans have preferred monogamy. 

Like some other animals (in-
cluding dolphins and primates), 
humans have been observed 
having sex for reasons other than 
reproduction. 

Also like some other animals 
(such as Japanese macaws and 
some species of penguins), homo-
sexual partnering is not uncom-
mon among Homo sapiens. 

Humans are without a doubt 
one of the most contradictory ani-
mals you’ll ever meet, but they’re 
also one of the most amazing. 

With the aid of tools, they’re 
the most destructive animal by 
far, but they’re also the most 
creative; the most powerful and 
poetic. 

Though they overestimate 
their value in comparison to 
the rest of the world, believing 
somewhat simplistically that 
might makes right, humans are 
still one of the truly astound-
ing feat u res of  t h i s  world. 
    At the end of the day, humans 
are mind-blowing.

Practice exams can teach your brain how to handle the real 
thing so that during the exam, you can waste less brain power 
being stressed and spend more energy acing the exam.

FILE PHOTO

Apart from ants, the single 
greatest danger to the human 
empire comes within the spe-

Unlike other animals, hu-
mans lack an ability to form 
an equilibrium with nature, 
constantly devouring more 
and more resources in vain at-

Humans are a species unlike any other on the planet
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BY JUSTIN MAJETICH
Staff Writer

When I was little, I remem-
ber my father giving my aunt 
Karen a small lawn ornament 
for Christmas. It was a statue of 
Santa Claus kneeling, with hat 
in hand, at the foot of a manger. 
Of course, in the manger, lay the 
infantile Christ, Son of God in-
carnate in cheap ceramic. 

To my father, this was a state-
ment of Christ as the origin and 
essence of Christmas — culture 
put in its place, things set right. To 
my aunt, who does not necessar-
ily profess Christianity, this was 
probably an awkward gift, which, 
being a loving and respectful sis-
ter, she accepted with gratitude 
and continues to place in her front 
yard from year to year. 

When I was younger, I saw the 
gift as both a little awkward and 
countercultural, but today, what 
used to seem like a little piece of 
counterculture looks like counter-
counterculture or, as you may 
have reasoned, culture. Ironically, 
the ceramic statue, which at the 
surface level seems to subjugate 
culture to Christ, is, contrarily, a 
subjugation of Christ to culture. 

The conversion of this simple 
image into a cheap and useless 
commodity to be consumed by 
hoards of Christmas shoppers il-
legitimatizes any countercultural 
idea the object ever embodied. 
Once again, the machine has 
taken a dysfunction within its 
system and manipulated in into 
a function, and you can almost 
hear a sly, self-satisfied Santa 
Claus (or research and develop-
ment office) cackle, “Muhaha, 
come, silly Christians. Eat from 
my hand. Eat it!”

But should this commercial-
ization of Christ and Christmas 
alarm Christians? Is Santa (jum-
ble up those letters and you get 
Satan! Oh no … ) the new Saul 
— persecutor of the faith? I don’t 
think so. 

While I do see consumerism 
and commercialization as con-
trary to the Christian ideals of 
self lessness, humility, and gen-
erosity, we are kind of stuck in a 
culture saturated with them. That 
doesn’t mean we should partake 
in consumerism, but does it mean 
we should muster the saintly 
troops and take Christmas back 
for God? 

Even if Christmas were stripped 
of its commercial byproducts, 

including exorbitant consump-
tion, Christmas trees and Santa, 
what would that change? Would 
multitudes fall prostrate before 
the metaphysical manger of baby 
Jesus, offering to him their hearts, 
promptly and sincerely? Of course 
not; Christmas would simply be 
ignored by those who choose to 
ignore Christ. 

This is our culture. Christians 
must accept that Christmas has 
been expanded — even redefined 
— to include Santa, shopping 
sprees and Will Ferrell in green 
tights. This is not a surrender. The 
Christian is not called to change 
culture but to be changed within 
culture. 

Furthermore, Christians can 
sincerely celebrate Christ’s incar-
nation within a broader culture 
which disregards it. While our cul-
turally contemporary Christmas 
has marginalized Christ to some 
extent, the Christian’s responsi-
bility is not to force him back into 
the center. Instead, the Christian 
is to practice Christmas responsi-
bly, as always, pursuing selfless-
ness and expressing love to others. 

I assure you, Santa does not 
diminish God’s glory; if that 
were the case, what a pitiful god 
he would be. 

Taking back Christmas for God

Christmas movies we love. You should too.
Winter captured

PHOTOS BY: DAVID RIBBENS

Make, bake, share Christmas chear

When Christmas sounds bad

KENDRA HAAN
Staff Writer

Knitting: Although many 
of you may rule out this op-
tion, as you don’t know how to 
knit, there is still plenty of time 
before Christmas to learn some 
simple skills that can create great 
Christmas gifts.  For a beginner, 
the best option would probably 
be a knit dishcloth.  Grandmas 
especially love these. 

 All you need are straight nee-
dles (around 4.5mm or US 7) and 
worsted weight cotton yarn (I 
would recommend Lily Sugar’n 
Cream brand).  From there you 
can choose as basic or compli-
cated patterns for dishcloths as 
you like.  

Easy-to-follow knitting in-
structions and help videos can be 

found at www.knittinghelp.com, 
and the most basic pattern for a 
knit dishcloth can be found at 
www.allfreecrafts.com/knitting/
dishcloth.html.  Once you get the 
pattern down, dishcloths become 
one of the simplest ways to cre-
ate handmade, personal gifts 
for family members and friends.  
Everyone uses dishcloths, and 
after trying them, many say they 
prefer knit dishcloths to store-
bought ones.

For more advanced knitters, 
warm weather clothing is a 
great option for Christmas gifts.  
Scarves, hats and mittens can be 
personalized to fit and coordinate 
with any friend’s winter ensem-
bles.  Scarves can be quickly and 
easily created using larger needles 
and almost any kind of yarn.  

Hats require a bit more skill, 
but are probably the most fun 

to make. Gloves or mittens may 
only be an option for experienced 
knitters, but they are sure to im-
press your friends and loved ones.  
Patterns for all varieties of winter 
wear can be found online.  

Baking: One of the simplest 
ways to spread holiday cheer is 
through the gift of food, espe-
cially sweets.  Almost anyone 
on your Christmas shopping list 
would probably appreciate a small 
bag of treats, and it is an inexpen-
sive, fun way to show friends and 
family how much you care.  

Simply bake your favorite holi-
day cookie recipe, wrap two or 
three cookies in an individual 
package with red or green cel-
lophane, and tie with a festive 
ribbon to create a cute gift that 
is appropriate for almost anyone.  
Add a to/from tag to personalize 
it.  Another great non-cookie op-

tion is peppermint bark (recipe 
available at www.joyofbaking.
com/candy/PeppermintBark.
html).  As long as the sweets are 
homemade, this type of gift shows 
just the right amount care without 
being too showy or expensive.  
It’s great for casual friends or 
coworkers.

Christmas Cards: Get cre-
ative!  Pull out all of those old 
craft supplies that seemingly have 
no use, and combine them to cre-
ate personalized cards for family 
or friends.  

These can be as serious or 
silly as you like, but they will 
spread holiday joy no matter 
what.  If you need extra inspira-
tion or holiday images, pull out 
Christmas cards from previous 
years (or buy an inexpensive pack) 
and cut out pieces to use in your 
original creations.

BY ALEESA RIBBENS
Nat-World Co-Editor

“All I Want for Christmas is My Two Front Teeth”
This song gives children the hope that the big gaping hole in their 

mouth will be filled overnight. Didn’t this child ever receive education 
on dental care? Adult teeth take time to grow in. Santa didn’t bring me 
my front teeth when I asked, but they grew in eventually. 

“I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas”
I could base my dislike for this song solely on the fact that it contains 

the most annoying vocals I have ever heard. But in addition, hippo-
potamuses are vicious animals. What sane person would ever want 
one? Also, Tinker Toys are pretty boss. Anything that says otherwise, 
I automatically dislike. 

“8 Days of Christmas”
For those of you who have no clue what song this is, be thankful. 

This Destiny’s Child original is something that should never be at-
tached to the wonders of the 90s. Yes, it feels like Christmas. I really 
wish they would stop asking. 

“The Little Drummer Boy”
Besides being one of  the most inaccurate Biblical accounts I have 
ever heard, this song is about five minutes too long. I would be perfectly 
fine if  this song was never played again, pa rum pum pum pum.
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whole that is truly greater than the sum of its parts, a diverse movement that speaks 
with one collective voice. - 350.org’s mission statement, “Aerial art” p. 11

BY ERIC THAYER
Staff Writer 

Prepare to have your face 
blown off by countless explosions, 
shootouts and smooth-talking 
foreign guys: James Bond is re-
turning to the big screen. Bond, 
Ian Fleming’s claim-to-fame, 
has his 23rd 
film set for 
a  hopef u l 
release in 
November 
2012, and 
t h e  f i l m 
community 
can’t help 
but wonder, 
“What’s 
n e x t  f o r 
James 
Bond?” 
Si nce  t he 
makers of 
B o n d  2 2 
chose to ti-
tle the film 
“Quantum 
of Solace,” 
t h e r e  a r e 
on ly  fou r 
original 
Fleming 
t i t le s  le f t 
that could 
possibly be 
used for this next installment in 
the series: “The Property of a 
Lady,” “The Hildebrand Rarity,” 
“Risico” and “007 in New York.” 
Foregoing all witty Home Alone 
2-related remarks, I must say that 
the last one doesn’t quite have the 
same ring to it as the rest. But 
regardless of the title, the film is 
bound to be a crowd-pleaser, as 
the previous 22 have been.

Not surprisingly, Daniel Craig 
will return for his third perfor-
mance as 007, and Judi Dench will 
once again take up her role as M, 

Mendes to direct latest Bond film
Bond’s go-to lady at MI6.  What 
is surprising about this particular 
Bond production is the rumored 
director: Sam Mendes. For those 
of you who aren’t familiar with 
Mendes’ work, allow me to sum-
marize. Mendes began his career 
as a theater director in England, 
and his extreme attention to de-
tail required in theater made its 

way into his film directing style. 
Mendes’ most well-known film, 
“American Beauty,” is a beautiful 
and slightly disturbing portrayal 
of an upper-middle class family 
with some serious issues. “Away 
We Go,” starring John Krasinski 
and Maya Rudolph, is his most re-
cent film, which follows a young 
couple expecting their first child 
as they travel the country look-
ing for the perfect location to 
raise a family. He also directed 
“Revolutionary Road,” “Jarhead” 
and “Road to Perdition,” all of 

which are films worth watch-
ing. What’s odd about choosing 
Mendes as the director for this 
next Bond film is the way his 
style differs from that of a typical 
Bond film. Anyone who has seen 
“American Beauty” or “Away 
We Go” will never confuse them 
for “GoldenEye” or “Dr. No.” 
Even “Jarhead” and “Road to 

Perdition,” 
films closer 
t o  t he  a c -
tion-packed 
blockbuster 
s t y l e  o f 
Bond, differ 
i n  s ig n i f i -
cant ways. 

Though 
Mendes’ pre-
vious work 
doesn’t  f i t 
the typical 
Bond style, 
it ’s not the 
f i r s t  t i m e 
s uch a  d i -
r ec tor  h a s 
been chosen 
for a Bond 
film. 2008’s 
“Quantum 
of  Solace” 
was direct-
ed by Marc 
Forster, 
who also di-

rected films such as “Stranger 
Than Fiction” and “The Kite 
Runner.” 1999’s “The World Is 
Not Enough” was directed by 
Michael Apted, who has done 
films like “Nell,” “Gorillas in 
the Mist,” and “The Coal Miner’s 
Daughter.”

 It will be interesting to see how 
Mendes’ background in theater 
affects how he approaches a Bond 
film, but unfortunately we have to 
wait until 2012 to find out. Let’s 
hope the martinis are still shaken, 
not stirred.

BY NICK KEELEY
Staff Writer

Along with countless other 
comic book and movie fans, I am 
eagerly anticipating the next film 
in the Christopher Nolan Batman 
saga entitled, “The Dark Knight 
Rises.” The third highest grossing 
movie domestically of all time, 
“The Dark Knight” is my 
favorite film, at once a 
great popcorn thriller as 
well an impeccable psy-
chological crime thrill-
er. Fantastically written 
and directed by Nolan, 
“The Dark Knight” is 
a hard f ilm to follow. 
The next sequel wi l l 
be closely scrutinized, 
already evident by the 
rampant rumors around 
the Internet, some of 
which are more t r ue 
than others. 

The biggest question 
surrounding the next 
Batman film is who will 
Bruce Wayne/Batman 
will be facing off against 
as he goes on the run 
for taking the fall for 
Harvey’s actions at “The 
Dark Knight’s” conclu-
sion. As Nolan and com-
pany have previously 
stated, the Riddler won’t 
be used, and odds are 
the Penguin won’t be used either. 
On the female front, villains like 
Catwoman and Poison Ivy have 
been bounced around as potential 
villains for “The Dark Knight 
Rises,” while the daughter of 
Ra’s al Ghul, the villain from 
“Batman Begins,” could appear 
as well. Rumors on the Internet 
say that the new film will fea-

ture two female characters, one 
a love interest for Bruce and 
the other a villain. So fans may 
still see Catwoman in the Nolan 
Batman universe. As of now, the 
only new cast member known 
is Tom Hardy (“Inception”). It 
is currently unknown whether 
Hardy will be playing a good or 
bad character, though rumors 
peg him as playing psychologist 

villain Hugh Strange. 
While wonders of what new 

characters will be seen in “The 
Dark Knight Rises” continue, the 
Internet is also full of rumors sur-
rounding villains previously seen 
returning. Several weeks ago, the 
Internet exploded with the pos-
sible news of unused footage of 
the late Heath Ledger resurfacing 

for the next film to close out the 
Joker’s story arc. While more of 
Ledger’s Joker would be a great 
thing, it would appear far too 
gimmicky to have him appear in 
one scene. Christopher Nolan, 
who has always said that the 
Joker would not appear again, 
dispelled the rumor soon after, 
saying that Ledger’s performance 
is best left only in “The Dark 

Knight.” Another topic 
of will he or won’t he re-
turn surrounds Harvey 
Dent/Two Face, played 
ex p e r t ly  by  A a r on 
Eckhart in “The Dark 
Knight.” While some, 
including Eckhart him-
self, want Two-Face to 
come back, Eckhart and 
Nolan have confirmed 
that Two-Face a l so 
won’t resurface. This 
works for the best seeing 
that, as the end of “The 
Dark Knight” clearly 
shows, Harvey Dent 
is dead. The far more 
likely villain to return is 
Scarecrow, who is prob-
ably at Arkham Asylum 
after being detained at 
the beginning of “The 
Dark Knight.”

While it would be 
nice to see the Joker and 
Two-Face in the next 
Batman f i lm, Heath 
Ledger’s tragic death 

and continuity make it impossible 
for it to happen. As for who the 
villain or villains will be, it’s any-
one’s guess, as only Christopher 
Nolan and his writing team know 
at this point. No matter who the 
villain ends up being, I have 
faith in Nolan to deliver another 
great film. July 20, 2012 couldn’t 
come sooner! 

Leager to play in next ‘Batman’

BY COLLEEN M. KEEHL
& MICHELLE RATERING

A&E Co-Editors

It’s the most wonderful time 
of the year, it’s the hap-happiest 
season of all! But no, seriously, 
it really is the most wonderful 
time of the year.

 Finally, it is snowing and 
wearing over four layers of 
clothing is deemed accept-
able, as is wearing all the ugly 
sweaters that you have hoarded 
in your closest for the past six 
months. 

You have also whipped out 
your father’s snow-boots and 
some mittens you made out of 
old sweaters, but that’s okay, 
because it’s a marshmallow 
world out there. But, the fash-
ion (in a very loose sense of the 
word) is just one of many great 
reasons why 
th is it  the 
most won-
derful sea-
son of all. 

Now that 
Christmas 
i s  a l m o s t 
h e r e ,  t h e 
l i s t  of the 
newest 
and great-
est techno-
logically 
advanced 
items it ac-
ceptable, 
because it is the season of giv-
ing and what could be better 
than that? Asking for a new 
iPhone, a new computer, may-
be a new model of the newest 
vacuum cleaner that sucks all 
the crumbs out from under you 
before you have time to even 
realize they are there. Who 
knows? The options to fill your 
newest hipster needs as well as 
things to make you look like a 
better one are unlimited. 

Plus, the best part of gifts is 
giving, right? Well, of course 
it is. It is one of the few times 
a year (depending on if you do 
this on birthdays) that you can 
give someone a piece of your 
artwork and ask them what 
they think without sounding 
like a pretentious jerk con-
stantly asking about your mas-
terpieces (and the receiver will 
have to say they love it, no 
matter what, because it is a 
present!).

Another wonderful thing 
about this time of year is bak-
ing. Making things like coffee 
cake, rum balls, fruit cake, 
peppermint bread — it is all 
just splendid. But because you 
like to be on the more obscure, 
“screw tradition” end, the 
thought of making dinosaur-

shaped or Star Wars cookies for 
your family and friends, instead 
of Christmas angels and trees 
sounds way more alluring to your 
hipster side.

 So find some velociraptor, t-
rex, Darth Vader and Death Star 
cookie cutters and go to town. 
Take that, traditions!

So out with old traditional 
shapes of winter and in with not-
so-original newer ideas. Forget 
making snow-angels and men, 
how about you make some snow 
shaped Bjork-like figures or per-
haps some iconic people you have 
been trying to embody for the 
past year, and call it a day.  Who 
will look better in your yard than 
Avery Tare or Morrissey or even 
better, Jeff Mangum.

But with the absence of all the 
traditional factors of Christmas, 
some traditions are direly need-

e d .  S u c h 
a s  “ W h i t e 
Christmas,” 
t h a t  g r e a t 
movie f rom 
19 5 4 ,  w i t h 
Bing Crosby 
a nd  Da n ny 
Kaye. Wel l, 
i f you don’t 
know, it is a 
quintessential 
Christmas 
mov ie  t h a t 
is so vintage 
(and wonder-
f u l )  t ha t  i s 

good enough to watch every day, 
especially on Christmas Eve (as 
are “Christmas in Connecticut,” 
“Meet Me in St. Louis” and 
“The Family Stone,” if you were 
wondering). 

What is better than Christmas 
music? Well, to be honest, a lot of 
things. Christmas music, since 
it is played from Thanksgiving 
until New Years Eve, can get old, 
really fast. 

You can only listen to that don-
key song so many times before 
you go crazy. So make a won-
derful Christmas playlist which 
includes nothing from the new 
“Glee” Christmas soundtrack 
and, instead, only super great 
hipster/indie/rock Christmas 
song as well as old holiday songs 
that are so vintage that they are 
great and play away.

Although there are so many 
other great things about this sea-
son, such as no school and play-
ing with the Harry Potter Legos 
you bought for your brother for 
Christmas, we from A&E hope 
you have a great holiday! Happy 
Christmas all!  

And as Seth Cohen would say 
Happy Christmukkah (come on, 
we are old enough to admit that 
we all religiously watched The 
O.C.).

 

The weekly hipster hype

BY COLLEEN M. KEEHL
A&E Co-Editor 

Where are al l the nego-
tiators going to go to do their 
business? Well, surely not to 
mansion where the godfather 
resided and did 
all his business, 
now that it is up 
for sale.

This eight-
bedroom, 
24,000-square-
foot house that 
parts of “The 
Godfather” 
we r e  f i l me d 
i n  h a s  j u s t 
b e e n  p u t  on 
the market for 
a l it t le under 
$3 million due to the death 
of the 90 -year-old owner 
in November. 

Iconic house on the market

FILE PHOTO

FILE PHOTO
Mendes directed fi ms such as ‘Away We Go’ and ‘American Beauty.’

This home was shown in many 
pivotal scenes of the iconic mob-
ster film, such as the marriage of 
Don Corleone’s daughter or the 
famous opening conversaiont in 
the Don’s office.

And if you are not so keen on 
the Mafia, and the property’s 

history 
doesn’t 
make 
you feel 
com-
pelled 
to make 
a down-
payment, 
perhaps 
t he pub 
i n  t h e 
base-
ment will 
be a sell-

ing point. If you’re interested, 
be sure to make an offer they 
can’t refuse.

FILE PHOTO
While this house isn’t in perfect 
shape, its history makes it priceless.
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By Colleen M. Keehl
A&E Co-Editor 

When a topic starts to impact a 
community to a great degree, ac-
tions to prevent negative extremes 
are usually taken. 

In the case of global climate 
change, an issue that is affecting 
the world at large, over a dozen 
major places around the globe 
participated in a project to show 
that a change needs to take place. 

Speaking in a universal ly 
understood language — art — 
residents and artists around the 
world collaborated in creating 
art pieces that can be seen from 
space to support 350 EARTH, 
a climate art project to promote 
awareness as well as offer visions 
of how change can help solve  
the calamity. 

When dealing with a crisis of 
this level of importance, creating 
art seems like an unorthodox 
step to take, but in this case, it is 
working out well. 

Communities, schools and 
citizens are coming together to 
show how the global climate 
change has affected them recent-
ly, especially after going through 
one of the three hottest years  
ever recorded. 

By creating large images from 
a variety of materials including 
people from the community, as 

well as in some cases, red organic 
food dye, blue tarps and creativity, 
these art pieces depict all sorts of 
things from polar 
bears and eagles 
to simple outlines 
of children, bugs 
and the sun. 

Examples of 
these communal 
masterpieces are 
scattered across 
the globe.

 I n  t h e 
Dominican 
Republic, hun-
dreds of people 
c l a d  i n  wh i t e 
stood in a for-
mation outside 
wh i le  hold i ng 
umbrellas, repre-
senting the rise of  
sea level. 

I n  C a i r o , 
E g y p t ,  h u n -
d r e d s  o f  s t u -
dents formed a 
scarab beetle to 
remind society 
to  re - exam i ne 
the relationship  
to energy. 

In Cape Town, 
South Africa, lo-
cals created a sun 
made from high-powered solar 
cookers (each of which lasts for 
10 years while protecting the 

environment and requiring no 
fossil fuels).

T he  nu m b e r  350  i n  350 

EARTH is the parts per million 
carbon dioxide that is the safe 
level in our atmosphere. 

If the number exceeds that lev-
el, a crippling amount of damage 
will occur and global change will 

accelerate. 350 EARTH is “imple-
menting real climate solutions in 
our communities, demonstrating 
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This polar bear aerial art was created by artist Daniel Dancer and made with 
people of the community kneeling in position. 

Aerial art promotes ecological awarness 
the benefits of moving to a clean 
energy economy” while trying to 
“focus on the systemic barriers 

to climate solutions, changing 
political dynamics whenever 
possible,” reports www.350.org. 

“Our hope is that we can 
shine a spotlight on the work 
of existing organizations, high-
lighting everyone’s incredible 
work and knitting these many 
efforts together for a powerful 
and unified call to action — a 
call that is global, scientific  
and specific.” 

“By providing a common 
platform with the 350 target, 
we can help to stitch together a 
whole that is truly greater than 
the sum of its parts, a diverse 
movement that speaks with one 
collective voice.”

350 EARTH was co-founded 
by author, environmentalist and 
activist Bill McKibben.

 Through this organiza-
tion, he wants “to bring at-
tention to a large-scale issue 
[by] encourag[ing] large-scale 
creative demonstrations,” re-
ports NPR.

No major breakthroughs on 
climate change have occurred 

yet, but making people aware of 
EARTH 350 is a step in the right 
direction for making a change, 

and hey, as well as it being eco-
friendly, it is pretty cool to look 
at, too.

The A& E editors’ top ten of 2010 picks
By Colleen Keehl and

 michelle Ratering
A&E Co-Editors

“Richard Yates” By Tao Lin

Tao Lin’s publisher was sup-
posed to send me a copy of this 
book, but it never came in the 
mail. Due to my love of Lin (as 
well as all of his other works), 
I bought it and did not regret 
spending the $10.17 plus ship-
ping. This book so surreal and 

wonderful, as characters Dakota 
Fanning and Haley Joel Osment 
(not the celebrities) text, online 
chat and eventually talk. A novel 
by Richard Yates is read, every-
thing ends melodramatically sad, 
and it is just as lovely as “Eeeee 
Eee Eeee.”

“The Selby: is in your place”

This cool project was created 
by extraordinary photographer 
Todd Selby. Basically, he goes in-
side creative individual’s homes, 
be it apartments, studios or man-
sions, and takes artistic photos of 
their imaginative spaces; making 
sure to capture all of said indi-
viduals’ unique taste and style. It 
was originally a website but soon 
snowballed into book, and if you 
look at it, you will not be able to 
stop even if you have one ounce of 
imagination in your blood. 

“Radar Detector” by Darwin 
Deez

This song (which is wonderful) 
as well as the music video by New 
York City based band Darwin 
Deez, makes me unbelievably 
happy. When I turn it on I can-
not help but smile, seriously. His 
voice paired with lyrics like “You 
and I go shopping and fall asleep 
inside the mattress store” and his 
dancing just makes me beyond 
joyful. Did I get my point across?

“2081”

“2081” is a 25-minute f ilm 
depict ion of the shor t story 
“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt 
Vonnegut. Basically, if you love 
his dystopian, dark rendition of 
the future or even if you have an 
appreciation for film, then you 
will like this. 

Stars Wars cookie cutters

What is better than baking, 
decorating and then consuming 
characters like Darth Vader, or 
Boba Fett or Rebel and Imperial 

starships, eat-
ing them while 
watching them 
original “Star 
Wars” movies. 
T hese  a ma z-
i n g  c o o k i e 
cutters, which 
can be bought 
a t  W i l l i a m s 
-Sonoma, are 
o u t  o f  t h i s  
world cool. 

“Doctor Who” series 5

“Doctor Who” is a wildly pop-
ular British television show, and 
this program isn’t just for sci-fi 
nerds. The latest series of “Doctor 
Who”, starring Matt Smith and 
Karen Gillian, is a phenomenal 
show packed with adventure, at-
tractive actors and actresses and 
graphics just barely passable for 
the modern age. A must see for 
everyone, everywhere.

Vampire Weekend’s “Contra”

The most recent of Vampire 
Weekend’s work, their second 
album is filled with a variety of 
musical styles, mixing auto tuned 
songs in with sampled M.I.A., all 
smooshed between the rest of the 
album’s indie rock vibe.

Revived Polariods

Just when I thought my land 
camera was going to be out of film 
for forever, Polaroid releases a 
new instant camera.  Even though 
the new camera is priced around 
$80, the revival of the technology 
is thrilling.

“Inception”

What is there to say about 
Inception? A must see f i lm, 
that’s for sure. Discover the rest  
for yourself.

“Castle”

A writer helping a team of New 
York Police Department officers 
solve murders? This is my kind 
of show. Witty dialogue, a phe-
nomenal cast and interesting plots 
make this a personal favorite. 



12
sPORTs “ ”

If we want to be successful, we have to play together, particularly against a 
strong team like Wheaton.

-Kevin VandeStreek, “Knights drop below .500 mark,” p. 12

By tiM CloVeR
Staff Writer

Calvin vs. Hope is one of the 
best rivalries in college sports, 
and the greatness and intensity of 
the rivalry spills over onto the ice 
twice a year. Last weekend Hope 
and Calvin met for a home and 
home series, and the games lived 
up to their billing.

The first game was played on 
Friday at the aging Eagles Ice 
Center and Calvin fans were 
fired up. Nearly one quarter of 
the student body squeezed into 
the bleachers sporting their black 
Calvin Hockey T-shirts. When 
the team took the ice they were 
greeted with an atmosphere of 
excitement and anticipation. The 
team was eager to provide the 
thrills, and they did not disap-
point.

The Knights came out of the 
gate f lying, playing physically 
and generating scoring chances. 
Calvin had the Dutchmen on 
their heels until a call gave Hope 

By MARK ZylStRA
Staff Writer

The men’s basketball team 
came up short in two battles at 
the MIAA/CCIW challenge 
hosted by Carthage College over 
the weekend. 

O n Fr id ay,  t he  K n ig ht s 
d ropped an 86 - 64 dec ision 
against the Thunder of Wheaton 
College, which is ranked 21st in 
the national polls.

The Knights played nearly 
even with Wheaton for the first 
half as they entered the locker 
room down 41-39, but it was 
Wheaton who would jump out to 
a 59-41 lead after just five minutes 
of the second half had gone by.

Wheaton’s 18-2 run was fu-
eled by three unanswered three-
pointers, including two by Jeremy 
Plederer. Calvin was never able to 
climb back into the ballgame after 
that spurt because of a poor shoot-
ing night overall; the Knights 
connected on just 36.5 percent 
of their attempts throughout the 
game.

Wheaton, by contrast, lit up 
the nets. The team hit 56.1 percent 
from the field, and also poured 
in 13 three-pointers on just 25 
attempts which translated into a 
52 percent clip from long range.

Calvin head coach Kevin 
VandeStreek was not pleased 
with the second half perfor-
mance, commenting, “I thought 
we played pretty good defense 
for the first 20 minutes but in 
the second half, we played very 

a five minute powerplay. 
Stellar play from sophomore 

goalie Trevor Boardway and 
Calv in’s pena lt y k i l lers a l-
lowed the Knights to hold the 
Dutchmen scoreless on the pow-
erplay. Shortly after killing off the 
penalty, Calvin drew first blood 
as junior Reed Loney put the 
Knights ahead 1-0, firing a shot 
through the Hope goaltender’s 
five-hole.

Hope struck back a short time 
later to tie the game 1-1, but 
Calvin kept the pressure on, and 
junior Jarod Balog scored late 
in the period to put the Knights 
back on top. When the buzzer 
sounded for the first intermission 
the Knights held a 2-1 lead.

Going into the second period, 
Calvin knew it was essential to 
come out with a strong effort and 
not let Hope back into the game. 
It certainly looked like that would 
be the case, as less than a minute 
into the second senior Ben Regts 
took a cross-ice pass from Balog, 
beat two Hope defensemen, and 
fired the puck top-shelf. But Hope 

stormed back in the period’s final 
stages with a flurry of offense and 
scored two goals to tie the game 
at 3-3, setting up a dramatic third 
period.

The teams t raded chanc-
es throughout the third, and 
Boardway kept the score tied with 
outstanding play. With Boardway 
standing firm at one end, the 
Knights looked for the goal that 
would bury the Dutchmen at the 
other. With eight minutes left in 
the game they found it. Loney 
scored his second goal of the 
game from almost the same exact 
spot as the first, sending the sold 
out crowd into a frenzy.

When the final buzzer sound-
ed, the scoreboard read Calvin 4, 
Hope 3. Calvin players jumped off 
the bench and mobbed Boardway, 
who was the hero for the Knights.

“The goaltending was prob-
ably the difference in the game,” 
said Calvin head coach Mike 
Petrusma.

“I also want to thank our fans,” 
Petrusma continued. “The atmo-
sphere tonight was tremendous 
and I know that gave our boys a 
lot of jump and an extra energy 
boost.”

Round two of the rivalry took 
place the next day, with the teams 
facing off in Holland at the Edge 
Ice Arena. The game began with 
up and down action, as both 
teams traded scoring chances 
and played physical. But the 
period turned to Hope’s favor 
as the Dutchmen scored three 
unanswered goals and Calvin 
faced a steep climb to get back 
into the game.

The Knights began chipping 
away at the Dutchmen’s lead in 
the second period, as freshman 
Brent Harris scored on a wrap 
around to give Calvin some mo-
mentum. Calvin kept pressure on 
the Hope net, but the Dutchmen 
goalie stood tall, holding the 
Knights to their single goal.

Hope took advantage of their 
keeper’s strong play and was able 
to score again to go ahead 4-1 at 
the close of the second period.

Early in the third, Harr is 
notched his second goal of the 
game to pull the Knights to with-
in two, and the Calvin players 
continued to play hard, looking 
to put a dent in the Dutchmen’s 
lead. But Hope closed the door on 
Calvin, scoring again to make it 
5-2 and it stayed that way until 
the final whistle.

Despite  be i ng bes ted on 
Saturday, the Knights took sev-
eral positives out of the weekend. 
Their win on Friday was the 

first time they have bested the 
Dutchmen since 2005, and for 
the team’s seniors, it is especially 
meaningful.

The end of Saturday’s game 
also marked the end of the first 
half of Calvin’s season. The team 
boasts an 11-6 record, but it aims 
to build off the first half and finish 
the season strong.

Ultimately, the team would 
like to get back to the national 
tournament to have a shot at 
their second national title, and if 
their play against Hope this past 
weekend is any indication, the 
Knights look to be in great shape 
to accomplish their goals. 

individually and that came back 
to haunt us. If we want to be suc-
cessful, we have to play together, 
particularly against a strong team 
like Wheaton.”

The Knights were led in defeat 
by senior Brad Schnyders who 
scored 13 points in just 16 minutes 
off the bench. Calvin’s two lead-
ing scorers of the year, sophomore 
Tommy Snikkers and senior 
Danny Rodts, were held to just 11 
and six points, respectively.

The second game of the chal-
lenge for Calvin would be a tight-
er one, but the Knights would fall 
again against a talented Carthage 
team, ranked 18th in the most 
recent D-III polls. This time, it 
was a poor first half that Calvin 
could not overcome. 

Carthage opened up a 45-32 
halftime advantage as Calvin 
committed nine turnovers and 
made just three of seven free 
throws in the first 20 minutes. 
However, Calvin played a much 
more aggressive second half and 
cut the lead all the way down to 
two with 1:51 left. Nevertheless, 
the Red Men connected on a 
three-pointer with the shot clock 
winding down on the next posses-
sion to go ahead 83-78. Carthage 
then rattled off five of six free 
throws down the stretch to seal 
the 88-80 win. 

Calvin’s comeback was led by 
Snikkers, who had a career night. 
He scored 33 points and pulled 
down 12 rebounds — both career 
highs — for his first ever double-
double as a Knight. Snikkers 
connected on 13 of 22 field goal 

attempts and went 2-for-3 from 
beyond the arc. 

Rodts also had a good game 
from the floor. He went 6-for-
11 from the field on his way to 
a 17-point effort. Sophomore 
Matt DeBoer and Schnyders 
contributed well off the bench; 
DeBoer scored nine points 
and had f ive rebounds and 
Schnyders added eight points 
and six boards on the night.

Up next for the Knights is 
a non-conference road match-
up with the Trolls of Trinity 
Christian on Saturday. There, 
Calvin will hope to get back 
into the win column and back 
up to the .500 mark on the 
season. Calvin is currently 3-4.

Thoughts from Behm’s brain
By Jon BehM
Sports editor

With the last Chimes of the 
fall semester upon us, there are 
a number of things that are run-
ning through my brain. Besides 
the fact that I am stressed beyond 
belief with term papers and final 
projects, I also happen to be 
deprived of sleep beyond what 
any rational human should be. 
Therefore, my thoughts this week 
are going to be epic.

1. I’m a bit worried about the 
men’s basketball team. They have 
all the talent that they need to be 
good, but they just can’t seem to 
put together two halves in order 
to stay on top for a whole game. 
Until they can figure out how 
to do that, it’s going to be a long 
season for the Knights and the 
Knight faithful.

2. In case any of you were in 
a coma and missed it, LeBron 
James returned to Cleveland for 
the first time since betraying his 
hometown. The Cavs were de-
stroyed by the Heat, but despite 
what many people say, that’s not 
what really matters. It was not 
about gaining the W in the win 
column. It was about gaining the 
moral victory over LeBron by let-
ting him know that we truly and 
deeply despise him.

3. Keeping with that note and 
tying into the end of the semester 
theme, I wrote a 16-page term pa-
per for my CAS 305 class entitled 
“Dissecting ‘The Decision.’” I 
took an in-depth look at all of 
the persuasive techniques used by 
all six of the teams that met with 

LeBron during the free agency 
period. When it came down to it, 
LeBron chose the Heat because he 
felt closer family ties to Dwayne 
Wade and Chris Bosh than he did 
to the entire city of Cleveland. 
What an ungrateful spoiled star.

4. I feel that this could be a 
magical season for the women’s 
basketball team. They have come 
roaring out of the starting gates 
in MIAA play. I don’t want to 
get too far ahead of myself, but I 
honestly feel that they can make 
a pretty deep NCAA run this 
year if they keep the intensity and 
focus that they have displayed so 
far this season.

5. I’d like to congratulate the 
hockey team. It was nice to see 
them beat Hope this year. A 
big shoutout to their keeper, 
Trevor Boardway, too. He played 
a great game between the pipes. 
Hopefully it is only the beginning 
of things to come for the team.

6. The swimming and diving 
teams had a good showing last 
Thursday through Saturday as 
they hosted the Calvin Winter 
Invitational. Sure, they did not 
take first, but given some of the 
competition that they were up 
against, there is no shame in 
their placings. Keep up the good 
work, guys.

7. Just want to plead a bit on 
behalf of all of the Calvin athletes 
and stressed students out there. 
Professors, please remember that 
while we are all students, some 
of us have a very demanding 
extracurricular life. Cut us a bit 
of slack if we’re pressed for time. 
I can guarantee we would all ap-
preciate it.

Hope slashed and iced in Knight victory

Knights drop below .500 mark
Men’s basketball lost two games in the MIAA/CCIW challenge
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Sophomore keeper Trevor Boardway was solid between the 
pipes for the Knights, enabling them to achieve the victory.

Until this past weekend, the Knights had not beaten the Dutch 
since the 2005 season.

The Knights have struggled 
so far this season.
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By Luke Leisman
Staff Writer

A strong showing from both 
the men’s and women’s swim-
ming and diving teams at the 
second annual Calvin Winter 
Invitational last weekend has 
the Knights looking forward to a 
strong year in conference action 
come January.

The three-day event from last 
week Thursday through Saturday 
finished with the women taking 
second to D-II Grand Valley State 
University, and the men 5th.

From here the Knights trav-
el to Florida for their annual 
Christmas break training trip, 
and then return to action at the 

By Mark Zylstra
Staff Writer

The MIAA season has begun 
for the Calvin women’s basket-
ball team. Unlike the men, the 
Knights begin conference play 
well before Christmas break, 
and they have done so in stellar 
fashion.

The Knights defeated Adrian 
College on the road on Thursday 
in a convincing manner, winning 
the game 75-40. They began the 
game on a 15-2 run and held a 35-
17 lead at the break. The Knights 
were bolstered in that half by 
shooting 53.6 percent from the 
floor while holding the Bulldogs 
to just 33.3 percent. 

In the second half, the home 
team was unable to creep back 
into the contest as Calvin contin-
ued its hot shooting. The Knights 
poured in 61.5 percent of their 
shots in that half and stif led 
Adrian to only 25.9 percent. 

Leading the shooting charge 
for Calvin was junior Courtney 
Kurncz. She was a perfect six for 
six from the field and also drained 
both of her three-point attempts, 
totaling 14 points.

Sophomore Carissa Verkaik 
continued her impressive play 
by scoring 21 points on 10 for 15 
from the field in just 23 minutes of 
play. Sophomore Julia Hilbrands 
also had a great night. She scored 
13 to go along with four boards in 
a reserve role.

Two days later, Calvin traveled 
to St. Mary’s to take on the Belles. 
The Knights expected a chal-
lenging game from St. Mary’s, 
but they were able to get off to a 
solid start and build a double-digit 
first half lead. They held a 36-26 

advantage at the break, and St. 
Mary’s never got closer. Calvin 
finished the game strong with a 
21-point victory, 76-55. 

Calvin again outshot its oppo-
nent considerably. The Knights 
shot 45.8 percent from the field 
and St. Mary’s only mustered 
28.8 percent on their shot at-
tempts. The Knights also enjoyed 
an outstanding night from the 
free throw line, as they made 15 
of 16 from there. 

Leading the Knights was soph-
omore forward Ally Wolffis. She 
poured in a career-high 21 points. 
She also earned a double-double 
by collecting 10 boards.

Verkaik scored in double fig-
ures for the seventh time in as 
many games this season by scor-
ing 17 points. She also snared 
eight rebounds as well. 

Led by Wolffis and Verkaik, 
Calvin dominated St. Mary’s 
on the glass by a count of 50-34 
which helped contribute to the 
win as well. Junior guard Jill 
Thomas also pitched in with nine 
points and four assists to lead 
Calvin in that category.

Head coach John Ross praised 
the effort his team showed. “We 
played with a lot of guts tonight. 
It was a huge win for our young 
team on the road. Any win on 
the road is good but this one was 
even more special because it was 
against a really good team.” 

Calvin’s MIAA record is now 
at 2-0 with an overall record of 
5-2. The Knights will continue 
their trend of road conference 
games on Saturday as they travel 
to Kalamazoo to take on the 
Hornets. Then they will enjoy 
playing on their home floor in an 
MIAA matchup against Albion 
the following Saturday. 

Chicago Classic on the weekend 
of Jan. 14.

D-II Grand Valley looked good 
on both the men’s and women’s 
sides, taking first with a whop-
ping 1,331 and 1,223 points re-
spectively, with several individual 
swimmers setting meet records. 
Calvin was right in the mix, 
however, with several national-
qualifying performances already 
at this point in the season. 

“Our meet went really well; 
most everyone swam faster than 
we usually do in the middle of 
the season,” said senior Monica 
Bressler. “It was a good way to 
get a taste of what the three-day 
conference meet is like with pre-
lims and finals every day.” 

The morning prelims and eve-

ning finals format of the Calvin 
Winter Invitational duplicates 
that of conference finals, and 
thus functions as good prepara-
tion for the stricter upcoming 
competition.

“It was exhausting, but re-
ally good,” said freshman Andy 
Krafft, who had a big meet on 
the diving boards. “There were 
a lot of people from our confer-
ence there, so it was good to get 
to know who I will be competing 
against and to see them dive.”

The divers performed espe-
cially well, with Krafft highlight-
ing the evening for the Knights, 
winning the three-meter diving 
competition with an NCAA III 
qualifying score of 463.00 points.

Sophomore Elizabeth Counsell 

said, “Andy on the diving board 
has had a fabulous season.”

Sophomore Samantha Klaasen 
showed off on the one-meter div-
ing board, placing second with 
an NCAA III qualifying score 
of 415.35 points, while senior 
teammate Carmen Brummel also 
posted a high score of 318.55.

After some tapering this week, 
the swimmers also turned in good 
times.

“The Invitational was what 
I was hoping for and actually 
more,” said Counsell, who had a 
standout meet, making national 
cut times in both the 100- and 
200-breaststroke. “The rest that 
our team got before this meet 
really gave us some strength to 
swim fast. I also really enjoyed 
having the big teams there such 
as Grand Valley State University 
because they brought some really 
good competition.” 

For the men, sophomore 
Stephen Kraft placed fifth in the 
200-breaststroke, while sopho-
more Mark Rushlow placed sev-
enth in the 100-butterfly.

Junior Greg Gorham also 
turned in a strong 100-breast-
stroke, while freshman Peter 
Johnson looked good in the 
200-fly and 400-IM, sophomore 
Mathias Bares turned in a great 
mile, and sophomore Sam Allison 
broke 50 seconds in his 100-free 
for the first time.

“The guys haven’t been up 
with the girls in the past,” said 
Krafft. “But this year the guys are 
really improving, and that really 
showed.”

The women, strong as always, 
were led by Counsell, along with 

sophomore Rachel Bos who 
placed second in the 100-free-
style, senior Caitlin Alexander 
who finished third in the 100-but-
terf ly, and Bressler who placed 
fourth in the 200-backstroke.

Sophomore Shelby Cloyd 
dropped 30 seconds in her 1650-
free, while junior Bridget Scott 
also turned in a strong perfor-
mance.

Said Counsell, “We are look-
ing stronger and having better 
practices than last year.”

In addition to good times, the 
swimmers looked good under 
pressure.

“Even if swimmers didn’t swim 
well during the prelims session, 
they came back and swam well 
at night,” said Counsell. “That 
was one of our goals at this meet.”

In terms of areas to improve, 
the Knights were slightly disap-
pointed in their relays.

“Our relays weren’t as fast as 
we were hoping they would be, 
but they will definitely be a lot 
faster at the end of the year,” said 
Bressler. “We should be able to get 
all of them to nationals this year.”

After hard conditioning in 
Coral Springs, Florida, Calvin 
returns to action in January with 
the Chicago Classic and several 
MIAA dual meets, leading up to 
the big MIAA championships in 
February.

Said Bressler, “Hopefully we 
will see some people start posting 
some impressive performances 
and see our relays get a lot faster 
as we refine our racing techniques 
and start focusing on swimming 
fast rather than just training 
hard.”

By Jon Behm
Sports Editor

I made a bold statement ear-
lier this year, one that was, in 
fact, not Hope College-related. 
I claimed that Calvin sports 
would win 10 MIAA titles this 
season.

While I received a few in-
sults due to this prediction 
(mostly from Hope students 
who have nothing better to do 
than read my rants online), 
they were mostly due to the 
fact that people believed I was 
giving our sports teams here at 
Calvin too much credit. Most 
people were saying that Calvin 
would be lucky to claim five 
titles, due to how much talent 
they lost from last year.

Let me make this plain and 
simple. We were wrong. Not 
just the people who said the 
Knights would claim five titles, 
but also myself, who claimed 
they could take 10 titles.

With all of the fall sports 
finally wrapped up and the se-
mester winding down, it shows 
just how wrong we all were.

At this point, Calvin has 
claimed only five MIAA titles. 
I would like to take this mo-
ment to point out that I said the 
fall athletes would gain us five 
titles. Even more impressive 
than my predicting prowess, 
let me remind you all of this.

The five titles that Calvin 
claimed were over half of the 
eight possible MIAA titles for 
fall sports, and the Knights 
only participated in seven of 
those sports. And, with only 10 
remaining sports, the Knights 
only have to win half of them 
to prove me right and gain an 
unprecedented 10 titles.

Let me emphasize this. 
Even if the Knights claim 10 
titles (which I firmly believe 
they will), I still consider my 
prediction wrong. I am wrong 
because these Calvin athletes 
are so much better than I be-

lieve anyone expected.
Six teams made the NCAA 

tournament (a school record): 
men’s and women’s cross-coun-
try, men’s and women’s soccer, 
men’s golf and volleyball.

The men’s and women’s cross-
country teams easily claimed 
the MIAA crowns. They then 
steamrolled over regionals (as 
usual) and traveled to Waverly, 
IA, for nationals, where the wom-
en claimed ninth and the men 
eighth.

The women’s soccer had a 
rough regular season. They were 
unable to obtain the MIAA title, 
but did garner the second seed in 
the MIAA postseason tourna-
ment. The Knights turned the two 
seed into an NCAA automatic 
bid when they won the MIAA 
tournament, but fell at the hands 
of Otterbein, which advanced to 
the Final Four before losing to the 
eventual champions.

The men’s soccer team was able 
to claim a share of the MIAA 
title with Hope, but had to snag 
an at-large bid to the NCAA 
tournament as Hope garnered 
the automatic bid. With the suc-
cess of last season’s NCAA finals 
appearance fresh in their minds, 
the Knights made a splash in the 
tournament, advancing to the 
elite eight before being bested by 
UW-Oshkosh.

The men’s golf team, tired of 
sitting on the MIAA sidelines for 
so long, shocked everyone and 
claimed its first ever MIAA title, 
winning the honor in the final 
MIAA event of the season. The 
Knights entered the event trailing 
Trine by 19 strokes only to emerge 
the champions by a meager edge 
of two strokes. They will compete 
in the NCAA event during the 
spring season.

Finally, and most definitely not 
the least by any possible means, 
the volleyball team did what it 
has never done in the history of 
Calvin volleyball. The team won 
the national championship.

After falling to Hope in the 
finals of the MIAA tournament, 

the Knights gained an at-large 
bid into the NCAA tourna-
ment. The Knights were given 
one of the toughest roads to 
the title. They had to knock 
off No. 2 Wittenberg in the 
sweet sixteen before defeating 
No. 3 Juniata in the final four 
and No. 1 Emory in the finals. 
Words cannot do justice to 
how amazing the feat was for 
the team.

Now are you starting to un-
derstand why I consider myself 
wrong? If not, let me throw 
some more statistics at you.

Calvin had four MIAA 
MVPs (junior Rebecca Kamp 
— volleyball, senior Carly 
Prins — women’s soccer, ju-
nior Jodi Hoekstra — women’s 
cross-country, junior Nick 
Kramer — men’s cross-coun-
try). The Knights also had four 
athletes given All-America 
honors (junior Rebecca Kamp, 
sophomore Lizzie Kamp, and 
f reshman Megan Rietema 
— volleyball and junior Nick 
Kramer — men’s cross-coun-
try).

I could give you stats upon 
stats to convince you that I’m 
wrong (believe me, I never 
try this hard to prove myself 
wrong at something) and that 
the Knights are indeed much 
better than the 10 MIAA titles 
I predicted. If I have not con-
vinced you at this point, I give 
up. I will just have to rely on 
the help of the athletes, who 
will prove me wrong.

To receive 10 MIAA titles 
would indeed be an amazing 
feat. I still think they will win 
10 if not more. But even if the 
Knights do not claim another 
MIAA title this year, the year 
was still a success. The Calvin 
athletes will have still proven 
me wrong. They have already 
gone beyond what I believe 
anyone here at Calvin, let 
alone the nation, expected of 
them. I have never been more 
proud in my life to be wrong. 
And that’s the truth.

Knights shoot to 2-0 start

Swim and dive teams host annual Calvin Winter Invitational

Fall sports review: Un-freakin-believable

Photo by Jon Behm

In the second-ever Calvin Winter Invitational, the Knights fared well against tough competition.
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From the
  Editor

In summary, 2010 was not great in terms of economics, politics, natural 
disasters, getting along, Miley Cyrus or fashion intelligence.

-Griffi n Jackson, “2010 year in review,” p.14

By hannah De JonG
staff Writer

Fear is present everywhere in 
American society. It’s in your 
TV set, your newspapers, your 
classrooms, churches, homes — 
it’s in your very thoughts. See 
where I’m going with this? I, for 
one, am beginning to be afraid 
of fear itself. What are American 
afraid of? The answer, it seems, 
it everything. Threats, terrorism, 
death, losing a job, losing loved 
ones, disease, going to hell, being 
assaulted, TSA scanners — you 
name it. 

In an average screenshot on 
CNN, one can be listening to 
the latest school shooting story 
while marquees on the edges of 
the screen f lash new outbreaks 
of West Nile Virus are getting out 
of control and another 20-some-
thing white female was raped and 
murdered on the 10-minute walk 
home. How many times have poli-
ticians made calls to action, and 
then ended the statements with 
“….and if we don’t do this, terror-
ism will have won.” How ironic 
that the “War on Terror” should 
result in paralyzing fear across 
the nation. Perhaps terrorism has 
already “won” in this regard. 

We know that fear breeds more 
fear. But what we might not real-
ize is that someone is profiting 
from our fear. Scott Bader-Saye, 
the author of “Following Jesus 
in a Culture of Fear,” talks about 
the manipulation of fear which 
unites and drives society. The 
private sector creates consum-
erism by tapping into fear to 
make us feel like we need a drink 
with vitamins proven to prevent 
cancer or a gun to put on our 

bedside table at night. The news, 
which is really about selling 
something to gain viewers, fits 
under this category.

Pol i t ic s  t h r ive s  on fea r. 
Polit icians come into of f ice 
largely because they promote 
themselves as able to address a na-
tional fear. The irony is that they 
can never solve the problem they 
claim to have the key to, or there 
would be no reason to have them 
in office any longer. So people 
are kept in a constant state of fear 
in order for candidates to collect 
their frantic votes and justify their 
stay in power.

Even Christianity, as Bader-
Saye points out, isn’t free from 
using fear to affect people’s be-
haviour. One Christian t-shirt 
company prints, “Every time you 
take a breath, seven people go to 
hell. Don’t be one of them.” What 
a great conversation starter. The 
church, too, often uses fear to en-
courage commitments, donations 
and attendance with the overused 
language of depravity, retribution 
and saving souls. 

What does fear do to us? How 
does the gun on the bedside table 
change how we view our world? 
How do people who are united by 
a desire to defeat a common fear 
rather than a desire to pursue a 
common good go about life? For 
one, it makes us adopt an ethic 
of security. Bader-Saye describes 
this as security and safety being 
our highest goals. We feel as 
though we can justify anything 
we do if we claim we are just 
“trying to be safe” or “protecting 
ourselves.” In short, we will stop 
at nothing, including merciless 
violence and false accusations, 
to ensure no harm comes to us. 

But fear itself isn’t bad. We 

Christmas giving must include 
needy

Dear Editor,
The first snow has fallen, the 

second advent candle has been 
lit, and exams are only a few days 
away, signaling the beginning 
of the Christmas season; a season 
to embrace and be aware of the 
gifts we have been given, to assess 
our fallen ways, and praise God 
for giving us his only begotten 
son. My experience of Christmas 
however has been disillusioned by 
the embracement of consumer-
ism, the obligation to squander 
money on dispensable gadgets, 
and the praise of toys colorful-
ly wrapped under a pine tree. 
My assumption is that this diver-
sion from the original Christmas 
message is not isolated to my life, 
but has been an experience that 
many of you have felt, whether 
knowingly or not; an experi-
ence driven by media, the feel-
ing of inadequacy and the need 
to fuel capitalist America. It i
s this market driven experience 
that drives the American consum-
er to spending a gross 450 billion 
dollars annually on Christmas 
presents — presents, more often 
than not, given out of abundance, 
to increase abundance.

As Christians we are called 
towards self examination and 
to challenge each other, there-
fore, it is my challenge for you 
to move away from this mind-
less consumption, and instead, 
to give. Give to those who actu-
ally have need; give to the des-
titute, the sick, the lonely; give 
to those people who live outside of 
the comfortability and familiarity 
of this Calvin bubble. In celebra-
tion of Jesus’ birthday, let us give, 
not only to those close to us who 
share our relative abundance, 
but also to those who live the 

daily insecurity of scarcity, those 
people who Jesus calls us to give 
to.

This Chr istmas, consider 
donating in the name of one 
of those who you were planning 
to buy for.  Consider buying a goat 
through Heifer International. 
Consider buying a well through 
Blood: Water. Consider calculat-
ing the cost of your Christmas 
list and reallocating that money 
towards a more just and noble 
cause, a cause far more important 
than the newest fashion trends 
or technological gadget. God 
has blessed every one of us 
with the necessities we need to 
survive and live a comfortable 
life, but too many among us ex-
ist devoid of such necessities, let 
alone comfort.  So, let our thanks 
for the gift of life in Christ over-
flow to the benefit of those who 
have need, not to those who have 
plenty.

James Wood, ‘12

Chung profile excellent

Dear Editor,
I loved the profile on Alexa 

Chung by Colleen Keehl!  I have 
been following Chung’s career 
and fashion-sense for a few years 
now, and I find her attitude to 
be breath of fresh air.  Seeing 
her featured in Chimes makes me 
happy.  She’s smart and funny, 
and the profile captured her well.  
Thanks for highlighting a young 
woman with such a delightful 
sense of herself.

Erin O’Connor-Garcia, 
Student Development Office

Parody Perfect

I voraciously cheer Mag Kim’s 
article “Satire Succeeds.”  It was 

Choosing courage in a culture of fear

By aLeesa riBBens
nat-World Co-editor

As the end of the year ap-
proaches and my time at Calvin 
is winding down I would like 
to address something that has 
influenced my life over the past 
year: Chimes. 

The Chimes staff is made up 
of some of the smartest people 
I have encountered at Calvin. 
These people, as much as they try 
to deny it, truly care about this 
institution. 

This past semester, each one of 
them has spent countless hours 
every week putting together an 
honest and (mostly) unbiased ac-
count of what is happening in the 
world around us. 

I have been immensely blessed 
to call them my co-workers, my 
co-editors, my friends. 

Amy: the marvelous editor-in-
chief whose not-so-secret obses-
sion with “Dr. Horrible’s Sing-
Along-Blog” always manages to 
put a smile on my face.

Jackson and Katie: the siblings 
whose synergism is somehow 
both ridiculous and hilarious at 
the same time. You should get to 
know them.

Colleen and Michelle: the A&E 
co-editors who we all know are 
hipsters, even though they claim 
they are not. 

Johnny K: who is letting me 
write this; even though it was due 
two hours ago.

Liz: someone I’ve known since 
high school but for some reason 
hadn’t gotten to know until we 
joined Chimes this semester. I’m 
thankful we finally got to know 

each other. 
Katie: it’s been a pleasure to 

sit next to you in the Chimes of-
fice creating headlines we both 
know I won’t get away with. 

Stephen: the self-proclaimed 
“office pet and backup Chimes
mascot.” Thank you for getting 
me involved.

Andrea: despite your dis-
agreement, “Seasons of Love” 
is a great song.

Jon: despite the fact you 
always are picking on me, I 
know you enjoy working with 
me. Asians are awesome.

Griffin: make sure you look 
for him on the same record la-
bel as Kanye West. If not that, 
then look for his name in the 
byline of a first-rate newspa-
per. He’s an expert at writing 
headlines. 

Abby: my phenomenal co-
editor who will one day run 
this place (or at least Chimes). 
Thanks for putting up with my 
awful headlines and procras-
tination. 

While this may not mean 
much to those of you who 
are reading this, know that 
my fellow Chimes staff is ex-
cellent. 

Along with thanking them 
for such a memorable experi-
ence, I’d like to encourage 
them to continue the work they 
have started at Calvin, to keep 
being the honest voices of this 
school.

And I’d like to encourage 
you too. Join Chimes. It is 
something you’ll never regret.

Who knows, maybe you’ll 
walk away with the same thing 
I am: a family. 

fear because we have love for 
something. And it is unwise to 
be reckless or overconfident to 
the point of fanaticism. But we 
live in a culture of excessive 
fear, where the notion of holding 
dear the things we love has been 
distorted into hurting ourselves 
and our neighbor because we feel 
these things will be taken away. 
This is the problem of fear: it 
prevents us from loving others 
and eventually destroys exactly 
what we were afraid of losing. 
The rotten fruits of disordered 
and excess fear are pre-emption, 
suspicion and accumulation. 
We protect ourselves from the 
objects of our fear by making 
the f irst strike, assuming the 
worst in people and surround-
ing ourselves with a cushion of 
stuff. 

Instead of these shadow vir-
tues, Bader-Saye urges us to act 
out of providence in peacemak-
ing, out of courage in hospitality 
and out of hope in generosity. 
Christians don’t have to live in 
fear. We know the world isn’t 
going to hell. We know God 
is good, although we are not 
always safe. We know the myth 
of scarcity is false, and that God 
provides. Courage comes with 
the knowledge that the one who 
is greater than us is drawing all 
things towards a peaceable end. 
Love and hospitality involve 
taking a risk by extending our-
selves to the stranger, giving 
them the benefit of the doubt. 
While the story contains twists 
and turns as the world goes 
against the grain of God’s pur-
pose, it isn’t over. Trusting God 
without living in fear frees us to 
truly love others, and that is a risk 
I’m willing to take.

Letters to the editor

A goodbye to the Chimes staff

a brilliant piece of parody and 
perfect in its methods.  Evocative 
of the writing of Mark Twain, 
my favorite part was his use of 
the phi losophical technique 
of “at tacking straw men” — 
cla iming that the prev ious 
author contended that “treating 
others as equals being merely 
a noble cause, and not on par with 
Christ’s teachings.” Prudently, 
he ignored the point of the pre-
vious author that we should do 
as Jesus did and balance so-
cial justice and evangelism (and 
instead implied that Jobadiah 
had somehow denied that treat-
ing others as equals had any 
merit), for he realized that this 
knowledge would have rendered 
his parody complete poppy-
cock. Deeeelightful!

Jakeniah Cale Christiansen, ‘11

“Like a Little” liked a lot

Dear Editor,
In the Chimes office: Male, 

Blonde. You’re sitting across 
t h e  r o o m  f r o m  m e  a n d  I 
don’t understand why you have 
such a negat ive opin ion of 
this website. P.S. You’re pretty 
cool. 

In response to the Op-Ed 
piece ran last week where Griffin 
Jackson called the new website 
Like a Little a “travesty,” I feel 
that Mr. Jackson is making a big 
deal out of nothing. 

I had no interest in viewing the 
website until I picked up an issue 
of Chimes and was persuaded by 
the article to check it out.

While I agree that it is pretty 
ridiculous, I don’t see how, as 
Mr. Jackson claimed, Facebook 
is a “more valuable time-wasting 
endeavor.” 

If in the end, they both waste 
your time, why not mix it up ev-
ery now and then?

Aleesa Ribbens, ‘13

Three years ago, in an ef-
fort to promote sustainability, 
Calvin College switched to 
online evaluations. While 
better for the trees and the en-
vironment, this decision was 
not good for student response 
rates. Caught up in the hustle 
and bustle of the last weeks of 
classes, students often feel like 
they can’t be bothered to com-
plete their class evaluations.

But evaluations don’t take 
very long to complete, and 
students don’t realize how 
important they really are. As 
students, we are constantly 
graded and appraised by our 
professors throughout the se-
mester. The good ones tell us 
how we can improve, and the 
bad ones assign us a grade with 
little to no explanation.  Now, 
I don’t know about you, but I 
know that I get extremely frus-
trated when professors don’t 
give me feedback on how I’m 
doing and don’t tell me how I 
can improve.

But unfortunately, students 
tend to give very poor feed-
back to their professors. Last 
semester, my intercultural 
communication professor told 
us that only three or four stu-
dents out of the 25 or so people 
in the class actually filled out 
the evaluation. Clearly, this 
low level of feedback does not 
help the professors. The few 
students who do respond tend 
to be the ones who feel vehe-
mently about the class or the 
professor; consequently, the 
submitted evaluations  some-
times display a harsher view of 
the professor than is fair.

Part of our duty as current 

Calvin students is to make 
sure that we do all we can to 
improve the college for future 
generations of students. And 
one easy way to help that goal 
is to complete your course 
evaluations. Good professors 
deserve to be encouraged. They 
deserve to know that you found 
their class helpful, that their 
hard work trying to teach you 
math, literature, biology, video 
production or whatever subject 
they happen to teach paid off. 
After they have labored with 
us for a full semester and put 
up with countless awful first 
drafts, we really owe it to them 
to let them know how influen-
tial they have been.

Likewise, we owe it to future 
generations of Calvin students 
to let those less-than-stellar 
professors know why their 
classes were not up to par. 
Unless we tell them what’s 
wrong with their teaching style 
or the way they grade papers, 
they will never change. Just 
as our work will not get much 
better if professors don’t tell 
us why they mark us down, 
professors’ teaching will not 
improve unless we tell them 
what needs to change.

But while I would obviously 
encourage you to fill out your 
course evaluations, I will is-
sue a word of caution: don’t 
fill them out too soon. I often 
wait until the last day or two 
that evaluations are still open 
to submit mine. Sometimes a 
professor will do something 
in the last week of classes that 
makes you change your mind. 
Once an evaluation is submit-
ted, though, there is no chang-
ing it. So make sure that you 
have all the information that 
you need before you submit 
your evaluation.

Have fun grading your profs, 
classmates!  

~ajs
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By Stephen Mulder
Contributing Alumnus

On Wednesday, Oct. 20, the 
newly renovated Covenant Fine 
Arts Center was formally opened 
and dedicated. In most respects, 
the building has been vast ly 
improved and now includes — 
among other amenities — an ex-
panded art gallery and a gorgeous 
(both visually and acoustically) 
240-seat recital hall.

But despite the improvements, 
I can’t help but feel sadness — and 
at times, even bitterness — when-
ever I think of the CFAC. That’s 
because, for at least one depart-
ment, the new building is a step 
in the wrong direction. While 
the P.R. surrounding the new 
building has been nothing but 
glowing, the choral department 
is now moving into facilities that 
are substantially worse than they 
were 18 months ago.

The old choir room, previously 
known as Swets Hall, has been 
converted into a multipurpose 
room. The old green room — 
the long, narrow room directly 
behind the stage — has been 
designated as the new choral re-
hearsal room. Unfortunately, the 
green room — which was never 
designed to be a choral rehearsal 
space — is wholly inadequate as 
a choir room, and if the choirs 
are not moved soon, the future 
health of the entire program may 
be at stake.

Fortunately, the solution is 
both simple and inexpensive — 
all that the college needs to do 
is move the choirs back into the 
multipurpose room. But in order 
to get there, everyone involved 
— including the planners who 
invested themselves in the origi-

nal project, the choral department 
itself and the college administra-
tion — must be willing to let go of 
their pride, anger and resentment, 
and instead focus on making 
the best possible decision for the 
students.

It is not my point to direct 
anger or to assign blame to any 
one person, office or committee. 
While most of the initial outrage 
about the situation was directed 
at the college administration and 
the building committee, it’s clear 
to me that the choral department 
itself shoulders a fair degree 
of the responsibility. While no 
one from the choral department 
served on the committee, the 
fact that the department did not 
check up on the planning and 
did not start pressuring the col-
lege until after the building was 
complete is particularly trou-
bling. While the current situation  
could have been easily prevented 
before construction even began, 
the fact that it wasn’t is an indict-
ment of everyone, not just a single 
committee.

In any case, how we arrived 
at this situation is irrelevant, as 
nothing at this point can be struc-
turally changed. The renovations 
are done, and the college is facing 
a budget crisis. I know Calvin 
can’t just build a new room or 
knock out a wall. The building is 
the way it is.

Now, let me explain who I am. 
From Fall 2006 to Spring 2010 — 
my entire four-year stay at Calvin 
College — I sang with Calvin 
choirs, including Campus Choir 
(under Sean Ivory), Men’s Chorus 
(under Dr. Keith Brautigam) 
and Capel la (under Dr. Joel 
Navarro). I’m now in my first 
season of singing with Calvin 
College Alumni Choir under Dr.  

Pearl Shangkuan.
While I was not a music major, 

the choral program has been — 
and shall remain, as long I sing 
with the Alumni Choir — an ex-
tremely important part of my edu-
cation and experience at Calvin. 
I care deeply about its well-being 
and its future. And that’s why it 
grieves me to see the program 
— after an expensive renovation 
of the FAC facilities — in worse 
physical shape than when I first 
entered it four years ago.

The dimensions of the long, 
skinny green room (which re-
mains virtually unchanged from 
its pre-construction state) are 
woefully inadequate. When the 
choir is placed along the long 
wall (as it was for the Capella 
reunion concert a few weeks 
ago), the room isn’t deep enough; 
the conductor can’t step back far 
enough to really hear the blend. 
When the choir is situated along 
the short wall (as it is currently 
configured), there is very little 
room on each side, and the fab-
ric panel running along the long 
wall (used for sound dampening) 
makes it quite literally impossible 
for singers on the leftmost end of 
the choir to hear anything out of 
their left ears. In either case, the 
ceiling is too low, especially for 
those standing on the top level of 
the risers.

The new multipurpose room 
(which Alumni Choir tested 
during its Nov. 22 rehearsal) is a 
much better room for choral re-
hearsal — not surprisingly, given 
that it used to be the choral room. 
It is wide and deep enough to fit 
a large choir comfortably and 
give the conductor enough room 
to operate, without wasting too 
much space. The acoustics are 
better and the singers can hear 

each other well, something that 
isn’t true of the green room. 

I also understand that the mul-
tipurpose room has a purpose (or 
rather, many purposes) of its own, 
and giving it back to the choral 
program would have its own 
consequences. I understand why 
the Office of Conferences and 
Campus Events would be loath to 
give it up; it’s a nice room, and it 
makes a good space for small re-
ceptions or event storage. I’m sure 
that Campus Events requested the 
room during the planning stages, 
and I’m sure it would frustrate the 
office to have it taken away now.

But I also must ask: which is 
more important to an academic 
institution — an extra room for 
intermittent staging and recep-
tions (which can also be held, 
albeit less gracefully, in one of the 
CFAC lobbies or the green room) 
or an adequate choir room, where 
students must practice every 
single day? 

As a member of Capella last 
year, I tolerated rehearsing in 
the Chapel undercroft because I 
knew it was a short-term assign-
ment. As a member of Alumni 
Choir, I can suck it up and tolerate 

the green room for now — I only 
need it one night per week. But if 
I were still a member of Capella, 
and had to sing in that space ev-
ery day, I would feel particularly 
cheated. And if I were a prospec-
tive student, I would be appalled.

The choral program needs 
an adequate choir room to call 
home, worthy of both the college 
and the impressive new building 
in which it resides. Not just for 
the students, faculty and staff 
who use the building every day, 
but also for the future health of 
the program. 

Calvin already has a difficult 
time attracting and retaining 
high-end vocal talent. How will 
prospective voice students feel 
when visiting campus, touring an 
newly renovated fine arts center 
with a state-of-the-art recital hall 
— and then seeing the choirs 
practice in a room that was clearly 
never intended to be a choir room 
when it was built?

I urge the college to make the 
difficult but necessary choice, and 
ensure that its choirs have a beau-
tiful room of their own. Only then 
can the new CFAC really feel like 
a blessing, rather than a burden.

By Griffin Jackson
Op-Ed Co-Editor

It won’t be long now. In 21 
days, 2010 will be only a memory. 
Before we leave behind the Year 
of the Tiger and hop into the Year 
of the Rabbit, let’s take a glance at 
the year that was. Here’s a quick, 
fairly biased look at the highlights 
and lowlights of this year’s poli-
tics, business, science, sports and 
pop culture. 

In national news, the explo-
sion on the Deepwater Horizon 
oil rig and the resulting oil spill 
likely tops the 2010 headlines. 
The blast killed 11 men, pumped 
200 million gallons of crude oil 
into the Gulf of Mexico over three 
months, ran BP over $30 billion 
in cleanup costs and compensa-
tion to decimated fishing, tourist 
and restaurant industries and will 
continue to affect the region’s eco-
system for years. A couple gems 
did emerge from the tragedy: we 
learned that there are, in fact, 
no walruses in the Gulf and that 
Kevin Costner has a future in 
engineering enormous vacuum 
cleaners. 

Park51, frequently misrep-
resented as the “Ground Zero 
Mosque,” has seen massive re-
sistance across the country and 
especially in New York. Not far 
away, Wall Street saw slow and 
debatable recovery. Foreclosures 
and unemployment continued to 
stagger. The Obama administra-
tion achieved, with consider-
able trouble, universal health-
care reform. Never mind that 
in this year’s midterm elections 
the Democrats were absolutely 
thwacked, losing control of the 
House, considerable ground in 
the Senate and numerous guber-
natorial races as the country went 
red. Healthcare, bailouts, the 

budget deficit, taxes, the wars and 
immigration were all key issues. 

Speaking of immigrat ion, 
the Arizona Immigration Law, 
Senate Bill 1070, hit the books 
and hit the fan this spring. The 
attempt to prevent illegal im-
migration has been interpreted 
as futile by some and as patently 
racist by others. Most Americans 
support the law, but the cities of 
San Francisco and Los Angeles 
actually “boycotted Arizona.” 

South of the border, the troubles 
are of a different kind. The drug 
wars in Mexico have reached new 
extremes and have caused almost 
10,000 deaths this year. Farther 
south, 2010 saw a terrible tragedy 
turn into a story of hope and res-
cue. Images of 33 Chilean miners 
trapped half a mile underground 
haunted television screens for 
the 69 days of their subterranean 
imprisonment. Miraculously, all 
of the miners survived. 

2010 was the year the Iraq War 
saw the American pullout and the 
year that the War in Afghanistan 
saw increasing American pres-
ence. Both wars sti l l rage in 
American foreign policy. In Iraq, 
Operat ion New Dawn com-
menced, permitting the pullout 
of most American troops from the 
country. In Afghanistan, troop 
surges were accompanied by a 
changing of the guard as General 
Stanley McChrystal was replaced 
by General David Petraeus. 

Also in the Middle East, the 
Gaza Freedom Flotilla was re-
pelled by the Israeli military, 
causing international uproar. 
Nine Turks were kil led. The 
i nc ident  s t ra i ned Tu rk i sh-
Israeli relations and prompted  
Turkey to step onto the stage of 
world powers, using its diplo-
matic weight to rally the world 
to its cause.  

In the past few weeks, the 

Wik iLeaks controversy has 
stirred a huge international re-
sponse. Julian Assange, the man 
behind the leaks, feels he repre-
sents the freedom of information 
and of speech. His actions have 
in some ways threatened global 
diplomacy, foreign policy and 
personal politics. However, inter-
national outrage may mean that 
Assange is the one in jeopardy 
now.

Mother Nature was very active 
this year as well. Earthquakes in 
Haiti, Chile and China rocked 
the world. The eruption of an 
Icelandic volcano grounded 
European air travelers for weeks. 
Floods in Pakistan ravaged a 
country already in trouble and 
an enormous chasmal sink-
hole opened in the center of 
Guatemala City. 

Musically, the year saw the 
continuing ascent of two of the 
most promising young talents on 
stage. I’m not sure what they’re 
promising, but catchy, extremely-
repetitive choruses and dance-
able, beyond-their-years lyrical 
genius are definitely on the menu. 
Miley Cyrus still can’t be tamed 
and Justin Bieber keeps breaking 
hearts and topping charts, and 
he’s just like baby, baby, baby oh. 
We found out that Rihanna really 
loves the way “you” lie, unless, 
you might recall, the “you” is an 
old, abusive boyfriend. Seriously, 
have you seen the music video? 
Irony. Train made a comeback, 
Drake may or may not have found 
his love and Lady Gaga, who did 
manage to find someone named 
Alejandro, stayed very bizarre. 
Also, and not to be forgotten, 
Ricky Martin off icially came 
out. Apparently, this was news to 
some people. I thought everyone 
already knew this.

Do you ever feel you l ike 
you’ve been too entertained? Me 

neither, but I’ve heard that’s the 
way some fans felt after such an 
“unbelievably fabulous” opening 
season of “Glee.” The second sea-
son has kept up the momentum, 
but some Gleeks are beginning 
to jump ship, probably because 
their attention has been stolen 
by none other than Mr. Glenn 
Beck. Get this: when I Googled 
“Glenn Beck’s rival,” I found 
a lot of “Jon Stewart” and one 
poll that said “Barack Obama.” 
That’s amazing and incredibly 
frightening. Between Beck, Sarah 
Palin’s Alaska-based reality show 
and Bristol’s “Dancing with the 
Stars,” the Tea Party owned not 
only the lion’s share of the politi-
cal spotlight, but also had enough 
airtime to start its own television 
network. Maybe they should 
look into that; Oprah will need a 
replacement. 

In movies, R idley Scot t ’s 
“Robin Hood,” “Iron Man 2,” 
“Toy Story 3,” “Twilight 3” and 
“Harry Potter 7, Part 1,” were all 
enormous hits. Don’t worry, 2010 
had more than quality sequels 
to offer. The box office also felt 
the “Clash of the Titans,” “The 
Book of Eli,” “Inception” and a 
reimagining of “The A-Team.” 
Frankly, there were a lot of people 
pitying the fools behind “The 
Expendables,” which turned out 
to be quite expendable indeed.  

In other entertainment and 
technology news, the iPad was, or 
so I’ve heard, incredibly popular. 
Somehow, I’ve still never seen 
one; they must run in different 
circles. Jon Stewart and Stephen 
Colbert are stil l the funniest 
men in news, politics or televi-
sion, whichever you prefer. Mark 
Zuckerberg has dealt with a lot 
of heat this year, but billionaire 
status and reaching over 500 
million Facebook users world-
wide may make it bearable. Also, 

and most importantly, the most 
popular search on Yahoo.com 
for 2010 was “How to tie a tie,” 
from which we can deduce that 
neither the fine motor skills nor 
the general know-how of men has 
much increased in 2010. 

This year was a big one for 
athletics. The Winter Olympics 
in Vancouver and the World 
Cup in South Africa were global 
hits. The New Orleans Saints 
won the Super Bowl in a fourth 
quarter rally, the San Francisco 
Giants out-pitched and out-hit 
the Rangers in their five-game 
World Series victory, baseball saw 
three perfect games this season (if 
you count Armando Galarraga’s, 
which is our civic duty), Rafael 
Nadal took three of tennis’ slams 
to Roger Federer’s one, Serena 
Williams won half of the Opens 
and, in golf, Phil Mickelson and 
three first-time champions split 
the majors. 

Equally newsworthy, sports 
headlines saw Tiger Woods slow-
ly return to golf, looking more 
human than ever; LeBron took 
his talents to South Beach and 
joined the Miami Heat, but that 
hasn’t exactly panned out yet; you 
can’t hit people in football any-
more without being fined, which 
may be good for Brett Favre, who 
could actually disintegrate if hit 
again, but will still somehow 
manage to keep his streak alive.

In summary, 2010 was not 
great in terms of economics, 
politics, natural disasters, getting 
along, Miley Cyrus or fashion in-
telligence.  However, we did have 
some awesome games and we got 
to watch 33 Chileans emerge from 
a  two month stint in a mine shaft. 
And hey, we all had a birthday 
this year. So, a year older and a 
year wiser, 2011 looms just ahead. 
And this year, let’s make a pact: 
we will learn to tie a tie. 

Choir facilities in remodeled CFAC unacceptable

2010 year in review: disasters, pestilence and Toy Story 3
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