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 See page 5

RHINO TRANSPORT

A herd of 19 critically 
endangered rhinoceroses from 
South Africa was recently 
transported via helicopter due 
to the rise of poachers.

 See page 11

GALLERY DEBUT

A BFA student explains her 
painting techniques, her near-
death experience and what her 
art-show debuting tonight at 
the DAAC means. 

 See page 6

GREEK DEBT CRISIS 

Deliberations to abate the Greek 
debt crisis result in a ratified 
bailout plan from the eurozone. 
Response to the plan leaves leaders 
pressured and citizens unhappy.

from the truth.
Wilson assembled a group of 

musicians called the “Wrecking 
Crew” to record his complex ar-
rangements for “Smile” and the 
Beach Boys’ previous album “Pet 
Sounds.” He would spend endless 
hours in the studio with them, 
pointing out all the minor flaws 
he heard in their immaculate 
arrangements, making them do 
more takes. Listening to the ses-
sions can be frustrating: Wilson 
will stop a heavenly-sounding 
take because he wants an extra 
organ stop or the drum fill wasn’t 
exactly what he wanted.

On the track “Good Vibrations: 
Gold Star” he just stops the take 
and says, “You’re playing it 
wrong.” There is an entire disc 
devoted to takes of “Heroes and 
Villains,” and another whole disc 
for the four versions of “Good 
Vibrations.” There are usually 
two or three versions in the set 
of every track on the album. 
The reason the album was never 
finished is right before your ears.

Wading through this mate-
rial is rewarding, in the same 
way sorting through other large 
unorganized data sets like the 
Wikileaks cables or old archi-
tecture journals is. You get a 
sense that tight vocal harmonies 
don’t come together in one take, 
that someone needs to compose 
or commission a concerto for 
Electro-Theremin and that jokes 
said in a studio are at least five 
times as funny.

So I would suggest you give 
this album a listen. The five-CD 
collection is available on Spotify, 
which I suggest especially since 
you can’t get most of the session 
material on the reasonably priced 
($30) two-CD set, and the full 
five -CD box set is over $100.

See “Greek,” page 11

BY JOHN KLOOSTERMAN
Op-Ed Editor

By now, the Beach Boys 
are not very interesting ex-
cept as examples of what 
happens when you fail to 
realize it’s time to quit. 
They might have hit it 
moderately big again after 
their 1960s stardom with 
“Kokomo,” but that was 
not only released before I 
was born, but is also one 
of the most hideous pieces 
of music I know about, 
peers with “Ice Ice Baby” 
and “Achy Breaky Heart.” 
You can sing about girls 
on the beach when you 
are 25; creepiness begins 
to consume any artistic 
merit (and there was none 
there to start with in this 
case) after that.

So why wou ld  t he 
new Beach Boys album 
“Smile” be of any interest 
to me? For one thing, it 
was recorded back in 1967, 
but never finished. Brian 
Wilson, the member of 
the band that composed 
and recorded most of their 
songs by the late 60s, got 
lost in the complexity of 
putting the album togeth-
er. “Good Vibrations,” 
a track everyone knows, 
was incredibly expensive 
to create and produce 
because Wilson could not settle 
on a version he liked. When it 
was finally released well after the 
album it was supposed to be on, 
it was a huge hit.

Wilson aspired to create an 
album the same way he created 
“Good Vibrations”: songs made 

up of strings of small sections 
with simple melodies and lots of 
overdubs. When the record label 
f inally demanded something 

to release, Wilson put together 
“Smiley Smile,” which is the 
feeling you have after pulling an 
all-nighter condensed into album 
form.

Better selections f rom the 
recording sessions have been 
f loating around on tapes and 

the Internet since the respective 
mediums were introduced, but 
most of the tracks were missing 
the vocals and were completely 

unedited. Wilson recorded a ver-
sion of the album in 2004 with 
the backing band he was on tour 
with, but his voice was pretty 
raspy by that point, the produc-
tion was poor (most of the instru-
ments sound like they were gener-
ated using an electric keyboard) 

and the arrangements were miss-
ing the detail of the bootleg ses-
sions.

However, “Smile” is, at its 
heart, a psychedelic surf-pop 
album. If that concept sounds 
strange, that’s because it is. The 
songs are not about surfing but 
the Wild West, barnyards and 
vegetables, to pick a few. Many of 
the lyrics are in a stream-of-con-
sciousness style that makes them 
difficult to decipher, not that peo-
ple on the Internet haven’t tried. 
I would hazard a guess that you, 
the average Chimes reader, would 
not enjoy this album — while 
the Beatles mixed in tracks like 
“Blackbird” whenever they creat-
ed experiments like “Everybody’s 
Got Something to Hide Except 
Me and My Monkey,” there is 
nothing of the sort on “Smile.” If 
you are more into the Beach Boys 
for Wilson’s excellent production, 
there are better takes and arrange-
ments in the bootlegs.

Given that, why listen to this 
new release? There is only one 
reason — the four bonus discs of 
recording sessions. It’s like the 
“Lord of the Rings” extended 
editions: I would much rather 
have the special features discs 
than the movie itself. As I al-
luded to earlier, Wilson was far 
ahead of the audio technology of 
the time. He would spend hours 
in the studio making sure the 
contraclarinet (no joke — it’s on 
disc five, track two) was play-
ing at the right dynamic, only 
to have his tracks played over 
AM radio and become sonic 
sandpaper. The mastered ver-
sion of “Good Vibrations” (and 
most other Beach Boys singles) 
sounds like it was recorded on a 
boom box with a few friends in 
a garage. Little could be further 

This Beach Boys album is decades in the making. Lead singer Brian 
Wilson was a fastidious recorder, so hearing all his takes is fascinating.

CTC produces gem
BY ABBY ZWART

Editor in Chief

“Latecomers will not be seat-
ed.”

So claimed my ticket for the 
Calvin Theatre Company pro-
duction of “Antigone” last week. 
“Sheesh,” I thought. “Getting a 
little persnickety now, aren’t we, 
CTC?”

Little did I know, the produc-
tion crew had a good reason 
for making such a statement. 
When the doors opened a mere 
10 minutes before the show last 
Thursday, the actors were already 
in position. This is a typical CTC 
ploy, but I’m suckered every 
time. The minute the audience 
enters the theater they are drawn 
into the atmosphere of the show. 
Voices are hushed, cell phones are 
turned off and bags are stashed 
under seats.

During the few minutes before 
the show started, I examined 
my surroundings. The set was 
minimal — a platform beauti-
fully painted to look like a marble 

floor and a simple backdrop that 
reflected the triangle motif. The 
platform would later begin rotat-
ing, and huge doors would open 
at the back of the stage, imitating 
a set of palace gates to great effect.

T h i s  y e a r ’s  v e r s i o n  o f 
“Antigone” was advertised as 
an updated interpretation of the 
classic play, a new translation by 
Calvin classics professor Umit 
Dhuga. I wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect, and to be honest, I was ner-
vous. Ever seen Baz Luhrmann’s 
abomination “Romeo + Juliet”? 
I was anticipating something hor-
rific like that — retention of the 
old language but set in modern 
times with strange costumes. But 
what I got was a tasteful rendition 
of this beloved play. 

I don’t know if I would exactly 
call this version “updated.” True, 
it isn’t your typical Greek aes-
thetic — Corinthian columns, 
a dais and throne, white togas 
and strappy sandals — but other 
than the set and the costumes, it 
is pretty traditional. Togas are

Beach Boys ‘new’ album brings listeners into the studio

BY ANDREW STEINER
Head Copy Editor

F o u n d e d  i n  1 9 7 0 , 
Samaritan’s Purse is a non-
denominational evangelical 
organization dedicated, in 
its own words, to following 
“Christ’s command by going to 
the aid of the world’s poor, sick 
and suffering.” Active in coun-
tries around the world includ-
ing Haiti, Sudan and Bolivia, 
Samaritan’s Purse provides 
food and medical assistance 
to communities stricken by 
violent conf lict, disease and 
natural disaster.

But at this time of year, 
one arm of the organization 
focuses on acts of compassion 
of a different kind. Operation 
Chr is tmas Chi ld gathers 
Christmas gifts to ship out 
to children living in poverty. 
Along with the gifts, which 

may include such basic accoutre-
ments as shoes and number two 
pencils, the children are given 
copies of “The Greatest Gift of 
All,” a booklet that lays out the 
message of the gospel in an acces-
sible way. Children who express 
interest can also be enrolled in a 
discipleship program offered at 
the local churches that distribute 
the presents.

This year, student senate 
and INTRO, the student-run 
international reconciliation or-
ganization, are co-sponsoring 
an Operation Christmas Child 
collection on campus. Next week 
Monday through Friday, students 
are welcomed to stop by the stu-
dent development office (located 
in the Commons Annex) where 
they will f ind gif t guidelines 
and shoe boxes to fill. Student 
development staff will be avail-
able to assist students in packing 
their boxes from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. each 

day, though ready-to-go boxes 
may be dropped off at any time 
throughout the day.

For students wanting to pack 
their own shoe boxes, www .
samaritanspurse.org offers sug-
gestions based on age and gender. 
Givers are encouraged to include 
a $7 donation to cover the cost of 
international shipping as well as 
a personal note, if they desire.

Izabella McMillon received a 
snow globe through Operation 
Christmas Child while growing 
up in Romania under Ceausescu 
at a t ime when possessing a 
Bible was illegal. Now living in 
North Carolina, McMillon serves 
as a distribution organizer for 
Christmas Child. She believes 
the gifts and the message that ac-
companies them can offer hope 
to children living in potentially 
hopeless situations today. “It 
touched my life so many years 
ago …,” she said. “God is going 
to change their lives too.”

Shoebox blessings gathered
Operation Christmas Child comes to Calvin, collects gifts

FILE PHOTO
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PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH 
COMMITTEE UPDATE

The presidenti al search committ ee met Wednesday 
to conti nue discussing the narrowed pool of candi-
dates from our fi rst round of interviews. We are 
contacti ng references and preparing for a second 
round of interviews later this semester, and con-
ti nuing to pray for discernment and guidance as we 
move through the process.

We are excited about our pool of candidates who 
are considering serving Calvin College as its ninth 
president, and are praying daily for the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in this complicated decision. We covet 
your prayers as well. We believe God is present and 
directi ng this process, and that we have nothing to 
fear, so please also be free f rom anxiety, as we are 
working hard to maintain transparency and account-
ability with the Calvin community and its concerns. 
As Professor Holberg reminded the faculty at the 
recent faculty assembly, “Cast all your cares on the 
Lord, because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

As always, we welcome your input and feedback. 
Questi ons and comments can be sent to the con-
fidential email address presidentsearch@calvin.
edu, and you can receive prayer updates through 
our Facebook page, “Praying for the Calvin College 
Presidenti al Search.” Thanks for your support and 
parti cipati on. We as a committ ee are grateful for 
Calvin’s conti nuous involvement in this important 
and exciti ng process.

LIBBY STILLE
Staff Writer

Motionpoems, a Minnesota-
based coalit ion of poets and 
filmmakers that makes recently 
published poems into short films, 
chose English professor Lew 
Klatt’s poem, “Andrew Wyeth, 
Painter, Dies at 91,” to represent 
visually for its 2012 season.

Artist Tom Jacobsen chose 
Klatt’s poem to animate, and 
Klatt read his poem for the video. 
It runs for less than a minute and 
a half, features sepia pen-and-ink 
illustrations and can be found on 
Vimeo. 

It was a “labor of love” for the 
artist, according to Klatt. Jacobsen 
illustrates in his spare time and 
receives no compensation for 
his work with 
Motionpoems. 

Motionpoems 
began in 2009 
w h e n  p o e t 
Todd Boss and 
animator/pro-
ducer Angel la 
Kassube united 
to create a short 
f i lm of one of 
Boss’ poems af-
ter meeting in a 
coffee house po-
etry reading in 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Motionpoems 
releases 12 po-
ems a year in a 
public screening 
in Open Book, 
a  b o o k s t o r e 
i n  dow ntow n 
Minneapolis. 
The theme of 2012 is a selection of 
poems from “The Best American 
Poetry of 2011,” which features 
Klatt’s poem, among other con-
temporary works.

To form the 2012 Motionpoems 
season, 40 of the 75 poems fea-
tured in “The Best American 
Poetry of 2011” were sent to 12 
video artists. Each artist chose a 
poem to make into a short film. 

Klatt received an email from 
Boss alerting him that his poem 
had been selected. He asked 
Klatt to sign a contract, where, 
“basically, you give up the artistic 
rights,” he said. 

Some poets have no contact 
after that with the illustrator, but, 

Klatt said, “They asked me to 
send an audio of the poem.” Klatt 
did 12 or 13 takes in a recording 
studio on Calvin’s campus, and 
Jacobsen chose his favorite to use. 

K la t t  a t te nded t he  2012 
Mo t io np o e m s  p r e m ie r  o n 
Oct. 25 and met Boss and oth-
ers. He is working on obtaining 
a grant to host a showing of a 
Motionpoems season on Calvin’s 
campus. 

Klatt was excited to be chosen; 
he thinks Motionpoetry’s concept 
of a visual poem “makes poetry 
more accessible since it is deliv-
ered in a different, [yet] familiar 
way. … People are inundated with 
film their whole life, so it creates 
another portal for them to access 
the poem.” 

He encourages all people, in-
cluding college students, to read 

poetry, even if 
it may seem dif-
ficult.  “Because 
we don’t know 
how it works, 
we  don’t  ge t 
into it,” he said. 
“We need to be 
trained.”

Klatt empha-
sizes that poetry 
is not a “high 
s t a k e s  c o m -
mitment” and 
hopes al l stu-
dents, includ-
ing non-English 
majors, will try 
some sort of po-
etry class, even 
af ter col lege. 
“Hopefully all 
of our lives we’ll 
be involved in 

continued education to grow as 
human beings,” he said.

For tastes of poetry, Klatt 
recommends looking at “Poetry 
Magazine” online (www.poetry-
foundation.org). The magazine 
publishes poetry from the “simple 
or trite to the complex and ab-
stract” as well as articles on the 
artistic medium of poetry, Klatt 
said . The website also links users 
to events, interviews and sign-up 
forms for newsletters and poems 
of the day. 

M o t i o n p o e m s  a l s o  h a s 
a newsle t te r  as wel l  a s  a r-
chives of all past videos avail-
able for f ree on its website, 
www.motionpoems.com. 

MARISSA BEVERSLUIS
Staff Writer

Calvin students who grew 
up in Michigan may remem-
ber hav ing to take those 
dreaded standardized tests, 
the Michigan Educational 
Assessment Program (MEAP) 
and the Michigan Merit Exam 
(MME), throughout elemen-
tary, middle and high school. 
And now they’re getting more 
difficult; starting this fall, stu-
dents will need to score higher 
than in past years in order to be 
considered “proficient.” 

The MEAP and the MME 
are achievement tests used 
statewide to measure how 
students are doing in basic 
subjects and to see whether 
or not they are on track to be 
successful throughout the rest 
of their schooling and beyond. 

T h i s  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e 
State Board of Education of 
Michigan decided to raise the 
bar when it comes to assessing 
student scores on these exams. 
Students are put into one of 
four categories — advanced, 
proficient, partially proficient 
or not proficient — based on 
the number of questions they 
answer correctly. In the past, 
students had to answer only 39 
percent of questions correctly 
in order to be labeled proficient 
in a subject. Now that standard 
has been raised so that students 
must correctly answer about 
65 percent of questions to be 
considered proficient. These 
“cut scores,” as they are called, 
have been updated because the 
old standards were not seen as 
rigorous enough to indicate 
whether students would be 
career- or college-ready after 
high school. 

State superintendent of pub-
lic instruction Mike Flanagan 

explained that the old standards 
were put in place back when the 
economy was based on industrial 
manufacturing and only basic 
knowledge was needed in order to 
get a good job after high school. 
The economy and the skills need-
ed to be successful in the current 
workforce have changed dra-
matically since then, and the new 
standards reflect this.

On Nov. 3,  the Michigan 
Department of Education (MDE) 
re-released the test scores from 
the past four years after adjust-
ing them to the new standards. 
This was done to show how 
schools have been doing recently 
in preparing their students. The 
results came as a shock to many. 
Of course, raising the require-
ments to pass a test will obviously 
cause the amount of students who 
passed it to drop, but the change 
was dramatic: The MDE reports 
that third grade math scores in 
2010 went from 95 percent pro-
ficient with the old cut scores 
to 35 percent proficient with the 
new. The MME, which is taken 
each spring by 11th graders, saw 
a sharp decline as well, with the 
percentage of students passing the 
math section dropping from 52 to 
only 27, according to the Grand 
Rapids Press.

It seems that many Michigan 
schools have a daunting task 
ahead of them as they work to-
ward the new standards, but 
educators are hopeful that these 
updated scores will help spark 
changes in schools to help chil-
dren do better. “We have to be 
honest with ourselves about 
where we are in preparing our 
kids for the reality of today’s 
global economy,” said Flanagan, 
according to the MDE’s website. 
“These updated scores, while they 
may be difficult to accept, will 
help lead Michigan forward. Just 
looking good is not better than 
being good.”  

Poetry in motion Test standards revised

Campus Safety Report

Sunday, 10/30
 - Campus safety discovered 

several empty alcohol contain-
ers in the Kalsbeek-Huizenga-
van Reken park ing lot. The 
containers were in a box that 
also had the name of a student 
on it. Officers interviewed the 
student, who denied knowl-
edge of the origin of the alcohol 
containers. The information 
on the student was forward-
ed to residence life for further 
investigation. 

Thursday, 11/3 
- C a m p u s  s a f e t y  t o o k  a 

report of a larceny of person-
al property from outside the 
main entrance to the Hekman 
Library. On Nov. 2, the victim 
had left his skateboard outside 
the main entrance and gone 
into the l ibra r y at  10 p.m. 
When he exited the Library 
at 11:30 p.m. the skateboard 
was missing. The area was 
searched, but the skateboard was 
not located. 

Saturday, 11/5 
- Campus safety took a report 

of harassment from a student 
claiming to have received un-
wanted attention from another 
student, who had been follow-
ing the former on and off for 
several months. Information 
was obtained from both students 
regarding the unwanted atten-
tion. Both students were advised 
to stay away from the other. The 
information was forwarded to 
judicial affairs for further action. 

Sunday, 11/6
- Campus safety officers re-

sponded to the third f loor of 
Veenstra Hall to assist residence 
life employees with a violation 
of the student conduct code 
concerning alcohol. Off icers 
made contact with three students 
who acknowledged consum-
ing alcohol. All three students 
were administered por table 
breath tests with the assistance 
of the Grand Rapids Pol ice 
Department. The information 
on all three students was for-
warded to judicial a ffairs for 
further action.

Klatt’s poem was recently 
adapted as a short fi lm.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CALVIN.EDU
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Weekly Calendar Events

5:00 p.m. Men’s Soccer 
NCAA’s
7:00 p.m. Re-IgKnight 
Worship
7:00 p.m. Volleyball 
NCAA Regionals
7:30 p.m. Antigone 
Performance
8:00 p.m. Film Arts - 
Adam’s Apples
8:00 p.m. Wind 
Ensemble Concert
9:00 p.m. CARE & Da-
vid Bazan in concert

America Recycles 
Day

3:30 p.m. Asian 
Studies Lecture

5:00 p.m. Articles 
due to Chimes

Birthday of the 
Roman emperor 

Tiberius

7:00 p.m. SMAC 
Lessons, Hoogenboom 
280

National Young 
Reader’s Day

8:00 p.m. LOFT, 
Chapel

National American 
Teddy Bear Day

Homemade Bread 
Day

12:00 p.m. Noontime 
Series
12:00 p.m. Volleyball 
NCAA Nationals
7:30 p.m. Alvin 
Plantinga Lecture

12:00 p.m. Volleyball 
NCAA Nationals
12:00 p.m. Men’s 
Soccer NCAAs
5:30 p.m. Men’s 
Basketball Tip-Off 
Tourney

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Senate Corner
What’s up with Fieldhouse hours on Sunday?

Several years ago, student senate began a push to open 
the Fieldhouse on Sunday. Six years ago we were allowed 
to open the Fieldhouse on Sunday for several hours if 
senators staffed the front desk. Five years ago the Field-
house began staffi ng its own hours on Sunday. Hours 
on Sunday have always run from Oct. 15 to March 16. 
The reasoning is that as the days get colder and shorter 
students are more likely to run/work out in the Field-
house rather than going outside. The fi tness center is 
currently open from 1-5 p.m. on Sundays and will remain 
so until March 16, after which you might as well go 
outside anyway.

What’s up with ReigKnight this Saturday?

Every year, student senate runs a year-long campaign 
on issues that we deem necessary for students to be 
aware of. In the past, we have focused on issues such as 
poverty, sex-traffi cking and the like. Realizing we tend to 
pay more attention to external issues, this year we decid-
ed to look a little more inward and run with a spiritual 
emphasis campaign. We will be hosting a monthly Night 
of Worship, the second of which comes up:

WHEN? This Saturday, Nov. 12 at 7 p.m.
WHERE? CFAC Recital Hall

This will be two hours in the presence of God to 
worship and give him praise as we know how: without 
fear and unhindered by rules, norms and tradition but 
spurred on by the joy we feel just being in his presence. 
Come to the Night of Worship and join student senate 
in “re-igKnight-ing” our lives our campus, and our com-
munity with the fi re of Christ!

AVERY JOHNSON
Staff Writer

These days, evidence of our 
nation’s struggling economy 
is everywhere. Everyone has 
been affected by inflation, un-
employment or budget cuts in 
some way or another. We see 
homeless people on the streets, 
pay more for gas, try to find a 
way to fund our education and 
worry about being hired after 
graduation. This 
weekend in Grand 
Rapids, some of 
those who have 
b e e n  a f f e c t e d 
tried to make their 
voices heard as 
t hey protes ted 
t h e  d e c i s i o n s 
o f  M i c h i g a n 
gove r nor  R ick 
Snyder and the 
state legislature.

S n y d e r  h a s 
been under f ire 
for various poli-
c i e s ,  i n c l u d -
ing h is cuts to 
educat ion, tax-
ing of pensions 
and emergency 
leadership legis-
lation, which the 
protestors believe 
privileges the wealthy over the 
middle class.

“Today’s march was in-
tended to protest job losses, 
education cuts and an increas-
ing tax burden on individuals,” 
said one of the organizers of 
the Death of the Middle Class 
March that took place down-
town on Saturday. The march 
was organized by a group 

of disgruntled Grand Rapids 
residents who are associated with 
We are the People Grand Rapids. 
They spread the word about the 
event via Facebook and more 
than 300 protesters came to take 
part in the march.

The marchers wore all black 
and looked solemn as they made 
their way through downtown, 
past shops and Christmas decora-
tions, in a mock funeral proces-
sion. They carried plain, black 
coffins and styrofoam tombstones 

with R.I.P. and messages such as 
“Middle Class,” “K-12 Funding” 
and “Good Jobs,” written on 
them. Others carried signs say-
ing, for example, “Purge the 1 
percent.”

Some of those who were in-
volved spoke about how the 
economy has affected their lives. 
Corrie and Steve Van Ravenswaay 
were among those who spoke out. 

Middle class marches on downtown

West Michigan residents protest Governor Snyder’s 
economic policies downtown last weekend.
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They recently lost their home be-
cause they could no longer afford 
to make payments and are now 
renting while they try to recover 
from their losses. Corrie’s brother, 
Ron Wood, is also struggling in 
these hard times. He currently 
lives with his sister.

“And right down to the whole 
Republican thing of not doing a 
thing — they refuse to do any-
thing except keep a focus on 
getting Obama out of office,” 
Wood said.

Joyce Clark, 
a local librarian, 
said that she has 
seen the labor 
unions begin to 
dissipate. “The 
middle class is 
disappearing,” 
she said. “It’s on 
its way out. The 
middle class is 
what made our 
country great.”

O n e  o f  t h e 
stories that hits 
h o m e  i s  P a m 
Boomer’s. “I’ve 
got a 21-year-old 
son who is unem-
ployed,” she said. 

“I’m kind of look-
ing for the future 
for him by coming 
here. He’s busting 

his butt to find something, but 
hasn’t been able to.”

Will the voices of the peo-
ple make a difference or fall 
on deaf ears? Will this inspire 
changes or spark the right de-
bate. With the unrest all over 
the country, it  is getting hard to 
ignore the anger and fear of the 
American people whose futures 
are uncertain.

Veteran’s Day

4:30 p.m. Volleyball 
NCAA Regionals
5:00 p.m. Men’s Soccer 
NCAAs
7:00 p.m. “Exploration 
of Aestethics” opens at 
the DAAC
7:30 p.m. Antigone 
Performance
8:00 p.m. Capella 
Concert
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“And then the yeast die in drunken or-
gies I guess.”
 - Professor Blankespoor, biology

“‘Amorous’ is like, ‘Ooh! Baby, I am hot for you!’”
 - Professor Holberg, English

“Yeah, I guess I kind of am a Gleek.  I play the 
recorder — does that make me a Gleek?”
 - Professor Plantinga, CAS

“Just use the syllabus, I was drunk when I wrote this.”
 - Professor Engbers, English

September 1950 — The best thing since sliced bread?



SCI ENCE &
TECH NOLOGY “ ”

5With this application, we can speed the analysis of pathogens in pl ants, water and food 
with the ultimate goal of improving the safety and security of food supplies.

-Syed Hashsham,  “Michigan State professor”

BY ALLISON SCHEPERS
Sci-Tech Editor

The sight of a rhinoceros sus-
pended upside down in mid-air 
is definitely not something one 
sees everyday. However, the 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) did 
exactly this, transporting a herd 
of 19 endangered black rhinocer-
oses from South Africa’s Eastern 
Cape to the country’s Limpopo 
province. 

Rhinos are often hunted for 
their ivory horns. Poachers in-
vade safaris and animal preserves 
to kill them. According to sta-
tistics from the WWF, over 340 
rhinos have been killed already 
this year, up from 333 total last 
year, 196 of these deaths in South 
Africa’s Kruger National Park. 
Rhinos’ ivory horns are worth 
more than gold in the black mar-
ket. Sixteen of the rhinos killed 
in 2011 have been black rhinos, 
which are classified as “critically 
endangered.” 

Last month, the WWF and 
the International Rhinoceros 
Foundation declared a species 
of Javan rhino (Rhinoceros son-
daicus annamiticus) extinct, after 
a rhino was found with a gunshot 
to its head and its horn missing. 
Another subspecies of Javan 
rhino may exist in Vietnam, but 
less than 50 remain.

BY JON HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Unlike most music ser-
vices (e.g. iTunes, eMusic, 
R h apsody)  t h a t  s t a r t  i n 
the United States and take 
many months or years to cross 
the pond to the old world, 
Spotify was something dif-
ferent. 

It was born in Europe in 
2006, the creation of a pair of 
entrepreneurs named Daniel 
Ek and Martin Lorentzon. 
The service offered an innova-
tive model that record labels, 
until now, were unwilling to 
embrace in the largest music 
market in the West, the United 
States. 

The service, and its front-
end interface, have both now 
landed in the United States. 
Like another British inva-
sion a few decades ago, this 
has caused a great deal of 
excitement (poofy-haired tee-
nyboppers screeching not yet 
confirmed this time). 

So, is the service worth 
your while, and how does 
it compare to other servic-
es that offer streaming? I’ve 
been using it for a couple of 
months now (on Mac OS X, 
though I understand it’s nearly 
identical to the Windows ver-
sion), and think that while the 
software’s interface has several 
areas in need of refinement, 
and there are concerns over 
the integration with Facebook, 
it has a promising future in 
America.

Download the Spotify app, 
and you’ll be presented with 
a prompt to either create a 
new account or use Facebook 
Connect to log in. 

Spotify, from top to bot-
tom, is deeply connected to 
Facebook if you have an ac-
count. I used my Facebook ac-
count since it meant one fewer 
password to remember. 

Spotify’s main interface has 
borrowed nearly every aspect 
from iTunes. If you’ve ever 
used a music player application 
on a computer, you’ll know 
what to do. 

There are categories for 
organizing tracks on the left 
side along with an adjustable 
thumbnail displaying album 
art. The track playing shows 
on the bottom of the window 

and there is a search field on the 
top left, and occupying most of 
the space is the main window for 
albums and track lists. On the 
right side there is a social media 
connection. 

All of your Facebook friends 
who have l inked to Spot i f y 
are there, and you can look at 
their public playlists, send mes-
sages and view their profile pic-
tures.

Spotify as a service presents a 
compelling but imperfect alter-
native to established streaming 
music subscription services like 
Rhapsody. 

First, though most major new 
releases can be found, there are 
big gaps in the library. Arcade 
Fire, Mumford and Sons and 
many other artists not under 
major label umbrellas cannot be 
found in the store except for a few 
stray tracks or albums. 

So if one’s listening tastes skew 
toward indie, consider carefully 
before using. That’s not to say 
the selection for that kind of 
music isn’t huge — it is — but 
there are annoying gaps that 
Rhapsody and iTunes will be able 
to provide. 

If you use the free service, you 
also have to deal with ads. 

Upgrading to the unlimited 
package ($4.99 per month) re-
moves the ads and the monthly 
time limit (which is there, but 
vague and curiously unmen-
tioned on the company’s web site 
at spotify.com). 

Premium ($9.99 per month) 
allows the playing of tracks while 
off line and the use of a suite of 
smartphone apps (I was unable 
to test this for the review). 

For $9.99 per month, you can 
get unlimited streaming from 
Rhapsody with a more compre-
hensive selection, the ability to 
permanently buy high-quality 
tracks, and a slightly friendlier in-
terface. So, the Spotify premium 
service may be too expensive for 
what it offers.

In my experience with the 
free service, though, it offers a 
compelling and no-cost solution 
to music streaming with minimal 
ad intrusion. 

If you can stomach advertis-
ing and don’t mind running into 
a few missing albums here and 
there, Spotify can help fill that 
specific need. Hopefully it will 
improve over time, but what we 
have now is highly useful and 
loaded with potential.

Spotify has potential

BY GENEVA LANGELAND
Staff Writer

Crop blights, rusts, musts and 
molds that plague farmers around 
the world can now be detected 
quickly and inexpensively, thanks 
to a device developed at Michigan 
State University. 

Syed Hashsham teaches civil 
and environmental engineering at 
MSU. He headed up the team that 
developed the device, known as 
Gene-Z. This inexpensive, hand-
held gadget relies on microarrays 
and smartphone technology to 
detect and diagnose plant patho-
gens, all without having to leave 
the field.

Farmers in the United States 
and around the world lose mas-
sive amounts of money and sleep 
each year thanks to plant patho-
gens that cripple or destroy their 
crops. Usually, they have no easy 
way of detecting these pathogens 
before the arrival of damag-
ing symptoms. Distant labs can 
take weeks or months to process 
samples, and the diagnoses often 
arrive too late. 

Gene-Z, however, can provide 
detailed answers in less than half 
an hour. 

The secret lies in a tidy piece 
of engineer ing 
known as a mi-
crof luidic chip. 
These versatile, 
dog-tag-sized 
tools are some-
times called “a 
lab on a chip” 
b e c a u s e  t h e y 
perform complex 
activities such as 
sorting cells or 
identifying dis-
ease antibodies in 
a blood sample. 

T hese  ch ips 
are becoming in-
creasingly com-
mon in develop-
ing nations, used 
by scientists who 
often have little 
access to expen-
sive laboratory 
equipment. 

To understand 
how microchip arrays function, 
consider one of Hashsham’s past 

projects. Before turning to plant 
pathogens, he used Gene-Z to 
analyze blood samples for indica-
tors of cancer. Cancer cells can 

produce a variety of distinctive 
microRNAs, single-stranded 

nucleic acid chains that act as 
genetic regulators. Researchers 
can build microchips packed 
with single-stranded nucleic acids 

that correspond to 
the common can-
cer microRNAs 
they’re trying to 
detect. 

W h e n  t h e y 
w a s h  a  b l o o d 
sample over one 
of these chips, mi-
croRNA strands 
i n  t h e  s a m p l e 
will bind to their 
complementary 
strands built into 
the chip. By map-
ping out which 
s t ra nd s  on t he 
chip matched up 
with strands in the 
sample, research-
ers can determine 
whether or not the 
microRNA col-
lection indicates 
the presence of 
cancer.

In a similar way, Hashsham’s 
lab can create microarrays on 

chips that correspond to proteins 
or nucleotides commonly pres-
ent in samples contaminated by 
a variety of bacteria, viruses or 
fungi pathogenic to plants. When 
they expose the chip to a sample 
from, say, a soybean leaf coated in 
an unidentified fungus, the chip 
will flag the presence of whatever 
indicators might help identify the 
scourge. 

The Gene-Z device then sends 
the results of the microarray to 
a smartphone or tablet, which 
will present the farmer or sci-
entist with the identification, 
genotype and amount of any 
pathogens present. And a l l  
this happens in 10 to 30 minutes. 

The device isn’t yet available 
to the public, but Gene-Z has 
already aided MSU researchers 
in detecting a cucumber disease 
in the US. 

Hashsham is eager to see where 
else his device might travel. “With 
this application,” he says, “we 
can speed the analysis of patho-
gens in pl ants, water and food 
with the ultimate goal of improv-
ing the safety and security of food 
supplies anywhere in the world.” 

A device invented by an engineering professor at Michigan 
State University could identify diseases in crops such as corn.

FILE PHOTO

Michigan State professor invents device to identify plant ills

The WWF Black Rhino Range 
Expansion Project has rescued 
over 120 rhinos in the past eight 
years. The organization aims to 
move the animals to a habitat that 
will be safe from poachers, and 
because the rhinos were in such 
a remote area, military helicop-
ters were required to access the 
animals. The animals were tran-
quilized before the 20-minute, 
10-mile journey. The helicopter 
transport procedure has  been 
previously tested using elephants, 
demonstrating that the procedure 
was both humane and effective.

WWF team leader Jacques 
Flamand explained, “Previously 
rhinos were either transported by 
lorry over very difficult tracks or 
airlifted in a net. This new proce-
dure is gentler on the darted rhino 
because it shortens the time it has 
to be kept asleep with drugs. The 
respiration is not as compromised 
as it can be in a net, and it avoids 
the need for travel in a crate over 
terrible tracks.”

Veterinarians are carefully 
monitoring the relocated rhinos, 
who are enjoying a more spacious 
breeding ground.

Top — a veterinarian assists a rhino after transport. Bottom — To prevent poaching, a herd of 
rhinos was transported to a new habitat by military helicopter.

FILE PHOTOS

Rhinos transported to new home
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Iranians can’t make enough gasoline for themselves

-Rep. Ron Paul, “New report suggests,” pg. 7

BY GREG KIM
Staff Writer

The eurozone has reached a 
boiling point in its recent deal-
ing with the Greek debt crisis 
with leaders both of the zone 
and Greece entrenched in intense 
— even night-long — delibera-
tions to abate the Greek debt cri-
sis, which in recent months has 
brought the nation dangerously 
close to defaulting on its nearly 
$470 billion worth of debt.

Last month, the EU ratified a 
bailout plan, over three months 
in the making, of $178 billion — 
Greece’s second in the last two 
years. The first payment of $11 
billion was thereafter approved in 
an attempt to steer Greece away 
from defaulting on its loans — 
or even worse, leaving the EU, 
which would plunge the global 
economy into a deeper recession. 

The nation is teetering pre-
cipitously close to a financial 
meltdown, not just for itself but 
for major European actors, such 
as Britain, Germany and France, 
as all have substantial outstand-
ing loans to Greece.

However,  i n response to 
the decision made by the EU, 
Greek prime minister George 
Papandreou, to the shock of inves-
tors and financial actors world-
wide, told EU leaders he would 
leave it up to a general referendum 
to decide whether or not to accept 
the bailout cash. 

This act enraged eurozone 
leaders and domestic actors to the 
point of pressuring Papandreou 
to step down, as the referendum 
would have prolonged the bailout 
process for at least another two 
months. The EU promptly decid-

ed to withhold the allocated bail-
out cash of $11 billion, potentially 
putting the nation of Greece, 
foreign investors with significant 
outstanding loans — mainly 
French, British and German — 
and the international economic 
condition all on the line. 

Papandreou withdrew his ref-
erendum plan last Thursday 
in the face of 
such mounting 
pressures. The 
next day, a vote 
of confidence 
w a s  p u t  i n 
motion in the 
Greek parlia-
ment, attempt-
i n g  t o  o u s t 
Papandreou. 
T h i s  mot ion 
failed to gain 
t h e  m a j o r -
i t y  v o t e  a s 
Papandreou 
publicly prom-
i s e d  to  s t e p down before the 
vote could take place. 

Amidst the rising pressure from 
civilians against Greek’s austerity 
measures (policies implemented 
by the Greek government to coun-
ter the debt crisis, that include 
increasing taxes and reducing 
spending), vocal opposition par-
ties and cash-withholding EU 
leaders, Papandreou ultimately 
agreed to step down in place of 
a new prime minister. He also 
pledged, in the meantime, to work 
for a national unity government. 

I n  kee p i ng h i s  p rom i se, 
Papandreou and opposition co-
alition leader Antonis Samaras 
have prese nted a  ma nd ate 
for a 15-week interim govern-
ment governed by a new set of 
leaders to be decided within the 

upcoming week. 
Its first order of business is to 

pass the $11 billion bailout cash 
from the EU through parliament 
to avoid defaulting on its loans, 
which does not appear to be a 
problem with the two large par-
ties represented by Papandreou 
and Samaras in cooperation at 
the moment. 

They have also set the election 
date for the new prime minister 
to be around Feb. 19 of next year. 

Though coming to the surface 
in recent months, the Greek debt 
crisis is not the first of its kind in 
the current global financial reces-
sion. In Europe alone, Portugal 
and Ireland have also had to re-
ceive bailouts from the eurozone 
as massive amounts of debt have 
left the governments nearly bank-
rupt, and in Ireland, officially so. 

In joining the EU, nations can-
not resort to national institutions 
for bailout like the U.S., which 
provided itself with a stimulus 
package ($787 billion) nor can 
they artif icially devalue their 
currency to regain economic 
competition. Therefore, the spe-
cial supranational commission, 

the European Financial Stability 
Facility (EFSF), had to bail out 
Portugal, Ireland and now Greece 
for the second time.

In response to the debt situ-
ation of numerous eurozone 
nations as a result of the global 
financial crisis, the EU has set 
up a special unit in charge of cal-
culating and negotiating bailouts 

for countries in 
need of finan-
cial assistance 
calling it the 
European 
Financial 
Stability 
Facility 
( E F S F ) .  I t s 
b u d g e t  c u r -
rently stands 
at $1 trillion.

A  lo ok  a t 
G r e e c e ’s  f i -
nancial history 
over the past 
decade shows 

its path to the cur rent debt 
crisis. 

Even before joining the EU 
in 2001, the Greek government 
spent heavily, and its financial in-
frastructure was rife with tax eva-
sion. Spending only increased, 
especially after Greece hosted 
the 2004 Athens Olympics and 
undertook other large projects, 
widespread tax evasion continu-
ing all the while. 

When the global f inancial 
crisis struck in 2008, Greece 
was especially hard-hit. By the 
end of 2009, Finance Minister 
Sach in id is  announced that 
Greece’s  debt  had reached 
$442 billion, which, according 
to the BBC, was the greatest 
amount of debt in the country’s 
modern history. 

At that point, the debt amount-
ed to 113 percent of its GDP, well 
over the 60 percent limit set by 
the EU.

February of 2010, Greece ad-
opted severe austerity measures 
to counter the debt crisis, spark-
ing riots from protestors. 

By May, the financial situation 
had worsened, and the EU and 
the International Monetary Fund 
presented their first bailout pack-
age of $150 billion with Greece’s 
guarantee that it would imple-
ment austerity measures. 

The following summer, in July 
of 2011, the second bailout plan 
was already on the table. The 
EFSF’s budget was increased to 
1 trillion € and by October, a 130 
billion € or $178 billion bailout 
plan was outlined for Greece 
with a 50 percent cut of profits 
for private investors. 

This plan provides for the 
present outstanding $11 billion 
payment, which has been stalled 
by Papandreou’s announcement 
of a referendum and the subse-
quent domestic and international 
fallout. 

However, the recent, and hope-
fully smooth, transition of power 
from Papandreou to the interim 
government as well as the soon-
to-come formation of a crucial 
majority coalition in Greece 
have demonstrated the will of 
the country’s political leaders 
to temporarily set aside differ-
ences to work out the immediate 
problems. 

However, masses of Greek citi-
zens, who have lost jobs and busi-
nesses and are out on the streets 
in protest against the  severe aus-
terity measures, the progress will 
mean little until there is a visible 
change in their circumstances.

BY JOSH DELACY
Staff Writer

Murong Xuecun has estab-
lished himself as one of China’s 
most famous novelists and critics 
of censorship. He acquired this 
position gradually over the past 
decade by means of the Internet, 
d is t r ibut ing h is 
most inf lammato-
ry writing online.

Murong Xeucun 
(pronounced 
“moo-rong shweh-
t s w e n” )  i s  t h e 
pen name of Hao 
Qun, 37. Murong 
regularly wr ites 
a b o u t  s u b j e c t s 
that deliberately 
defy the Chinese 
Communist 
Party’s censorship 
policies.

Accord i ng  to 
T he  Ne w  Yo r k 
Times, his work is 
“racy and violent 
and nihilistic.” His 
novel s  desc r ibe 
corruption among 
businessmen and 
government off i-
cials. Characters 
take bribes, drink 
a l c o h o l ,  s l e e p 
with prostitutes, 
gamble, and fight. 
Murong’s friends 
have even intro- duced him 
as a pornographic writer at cer-
tain dinner parties.

These subjects place Murong 
at odds with China’s censorship 
policies. Although the govern-
ment has gradually relaxed its 
stringent publishing regulations, 
authors frequently encounter 
strong resistance when attempt-
ing to publish provocative work

In his own words, the state con-
siders Murong a “word criminal.” 

In response, he has worked to 
become one of China’s most vocal 
opponents of censorship. 

He addresses political top-
ics via his blog and Twitter-like 
microblog, which have attracted 
1.1 million followers. Murong re-
leases his novels online, chapter-
by-chapter.

According to The New York 

Times, this serialization increases 
excitement among readers and 
lets Murong incorporate reader 
feedback into later chapters.

When he f inishes a novel 
Murong then signs with a pub-
lisher for a print version. These 
versions, however, are subject to 
censorship and are not as com-
plete as his online work.

Murong’s first novel was called 
a “cyber-trendsetter” in 2004. It is 
set in the city of Chengdu, and lo-

Under pressured Greek economy, many middle class families struggle

Angelos Belitsakos, a store owner, is among the many struggling.

BY CHRISTINE BENNETT
Staff Writer

P r e s id e n t  O b a m a   a n -
nounced on Oct. 21 that, apart 
from a handful to guard the 
embassy, all American troops 
will be brought home from 
Iraq before the end of the year. 
Former negotiations with Iraq 
had explored the possibility 
of having some troops remain 
as military trainers, but while 
Iraq had agreed to this idea, 
they refused to grant military 
trainers immunity, a point 
which the American govern-
ment was adamant upon. 

While Americans are gen-
erally glad to see what is offi-
cially their longest war finally 
draw to a close, there are also 
worries that al-Qaeda might 
reestablish its influence once 
the American army had left. 

It is true that al-Qaeda in 
Iraq has taken some major 
hits since the American inva-
sion. The counterinsurgency 
strategy adopted by the United 
States, for example, has led 
to tribal groups cooperation 
against the terrorist group. The 
deaths of important leaders 
were also particularly damag-
ing to the group. Their founder 
and leader Osama bin Laden 
was killed in May, after be-
ing discovered in Pakistan. 
Atiyah Abd al-Rahman, sec-
ond in command after bin 
Laden’s death, was also killed 
in August. And the turmoil 
in Syria has devastated their 
traditional supply of foreign 
fighters. 

However, a l-Qaeda has 
proven quite resilient to these 
at tacks and has also been 
learning to change their tac-
tics in Iraq. The New York 
Times reports that al-Qaeda 
still conducts over 30 attacks 

a week in Iraq, while “[carrying] 
out a large-scale strike every four 
to six weeks.” Their efforts to 
recruit Iraqis have also increased, 
especially as the bad economy 
has provided a mass of rather 
susceptible young people. That 
al-Qaeda has been attempting to 
form an alliance with the Baath 
Party of Saddam Hussein has 
also been discomfiting, but ex-
perts highly doubt that al-Qaeda 
holds any high office in the Iraqi 
government. 

Concerns of whether the Iraqi 
government is capable of govern-
ing the country and dealing with 
the al-Qaeda threat on its own 
remains. Over the summer al-
Qaeda had attempted to prompt 
sectarian violence by captur-
ing and executing a number of 
Shiite pilgrims. Local security 
forces responded by conducting 
raids and arrested several people 
in the following days, but they 
also angered local authorities. 
After the intervention of Prime 
Minister Maliki, the local author-
ities settled for a mere lawsuit, an 
idea which would once have been 
completely unthinkable. 

Alternatively, intelligence-
sharing between American forces 
and Iraqi forces will be greatly 
reduced with the withdrawal of 
American troops. This, some 
fear, may especially hinder their 
nighttime abilities, since they 
used to rely quite heavily on their 
American counterparts for trans-
portation and intelligence. 

The White House announced 
last Friday there will be a meet-
ing on Dec. 12 between President 
Obama and Pr ime Minister 
Malik i to discuss “st rategic 
partnership.” Some officials ex-
plained that America was still 
hoping to form some sort of 
military cooperation with Iraq in 
which American Special Forces 
will continue to train and assist 
their Iraqi counterparts. 

Terrorism after Iraq War?Rising tide against censorship in China
cal officials denounced the book. 
Harvey Tomlinson translated an 
uncensored version into English, 
“Leave Me Alone: A Novel of 
Chengdu.” This translation won 
the Man Asian Literary Prize in 
2008.

Murong’s use of the Internet 
has inspired other Chinese au-
thors to do the same. This has 

increased publishing 
companies’ abilities to 
find and publish a di-
verse range of writers.

These changes have 
helped contribute to 
publishing reform and 
censorship relaxation 
as the Communist 
Party wrestles with 
t he i s sue.  But  a l -
though censorship 
has declined, it still 
exists. 

In response to the 
Chinese Communist 
Par t y’s  cont inued 
censorship, Murong 
has used his blog to 
criticize censorship 
practices. When he 
was banned from de-
livering a particular 
speech at a literary 
awards ceremony last 
year, he turned the 
speech into an act 
of protest. Instead 
of speaking at the 
ceremony, he sim-
ply walked on stage, 

made a zipping motion across 
his lips, and left.

The text of the banned speech 
appeared online later; in it, 
Murong wrote, “Chinese writ-
ing exhibits symptoms of a men-
tal disorder.” He continued to 
call censored writing “castrated 
writing.”

But Murong criticizes himself 
as well. He admits that he engages 
in self-censorship, for which he 
calls himself a “coward.”

Murong Xuecon is a rising voice against censorship.
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BY JOSEPH MATHESON
Nat-World Co-Editor

A report to be released later 
this week by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
will report that 
Iran has the tech-
nological capacity 
to master all of 
the critical steps 
required to build 
a nuclear weapon. 
However, due in 
part to Iran’s re-
strictions on in-
spectors, the case 
is not completely 
conclusive, nor 
i s  it  c lear that 
Iran is actually 
taking strategic 
s t e ps  to  bu i ld 
nuclear weapons.

T h e  U n i t e d 
States has, for the 
most part, cho-
sen to stay unin-
volved in the im-
mediate debate, 
wary of compari-
sons to Iraq. Poor 
information from 
intelligence agen-
c ies led to the 
invasion of Iraq 
under the suspi-
cion that Saddam 
H u s s e i n  p o s -
sessed weapons of 
mass destruction, 
which turned out 
not to be the case and led to sharp 
criticisms of American actions 
and loss of credibility for the 
American government.

The roles are reversed to some 
degree this time around, with the 
IAEA accelerating fears of an 

Iranian nuclear weapon, rather 
than punching holes in the argu-
ment for invasion of Iraq. 

Similar to last time, the report 
that Iran could or is likely to 
build a nuclear weapon is based 
on a great deal of conjecture, in-

tuition and sleuthing on the part 
of inspectors.

This time around, then, the 
United States is hoping to stay out 
of the process as much as possible 
to ensure that any conclusions are 
entirely the IAEA’s. In fact, when 

the director of the IAEA, Yukia 
Amano, visited the White House 
on Oct. 26 to meet top security 
officials of the National Security 
Council, the administration de-
clined to confirm that he had ever 
even been in the building.

Western diplomats briefed on 
the report say that it will contain 
much more information than 
previously released regarding 
efforts of Iran to build a nuclear 
weapon, including Iranian de-
velopment of computer models 
of a nuclear warhead. However, 
they point out that the report 
doesn’t seem to consider any 
other explanations than that 
Iran is seeking to develop a 
nuclear weapon. 

Iran itself has repeatedly in-
sisted that its nuclear program 
is intended only for peaceful 
energy purposes.

The report also indicates that 
Iran has only reached this abil-
ity through the aid of foreign 
scientists, especially by former 
Soviet scientists who may have 
taught the Iranians how to build 
high-precision detonators of 
the sort required to trigger a 
nuclear explosion. 

The response from Iran has 
been fairly dismissive — Iranian 
foreign minister Ali Akbar 
Salehi suggested that the report 
is “100 percent political” and 
that the IAEA is “under pres-
sure from foreign powers.” 

“Let them publish and see 
what happens,” Salehi said.

A top Iranian cleric, Ayatollah 
Ahmad Khatami, said in the 
state-run media that the IAEA 
director should be wary of al-
lowing the “disclosure of forged 
documents against Iran.”

While the United States is still 
continuing its policy of economic 

BY RACHEL HEKMAN
Staff Writer

GOP presidential hopeful 
Herman Cain says he’s moved 
on, but neither his opponents nor 
his own party are following.

Last week, two women accused 
Cain of sexual ha-
ra ssment  wh ich 
h a d  e ve n t u a l ly 
led them to leave 
their jobs at the Na-
tional Restaurant 
Association where 
Cain was the presi-
dent for a few years 
in the 1990s.  

The women as-
sert that the asso-
ciation gave them 
large sums of mon-
ey with the agree-
me nt  t h a t  t he y 
would not discuss 
the reason behind 
their resignations.

Two more wom-
en have now also 
accused Cain of 
similar offenses. 
The latest, Sharon 
Bialek, is the only 
one to be legally al-
lowed to speak pub-
licly against Cain, 
as the other three 
signed confidenti-
ality agreements. 

Bialek has used 
this freedom for her 
advantage, describ-
ing in no uncertain 
terms what she al-
leges Cain did to 
her: when they were in a car 
as colleagues together in 1997, 
Cain reached under her skirt 
and attempted to grope her, and 
when she pushed his hand away, 
he took her head and pulled it 
down towards his crotch, saying 
that if she wanted a job, she’d 

have to comply.
Though she did not file a com-

plaint at the time, Bialek admits 
regretting the decision and is us-
ing her opportunity to speak “on 
behalf of all women who are sexu-
ally harassed in the workplace 
but do not come out of fear or 
retaliation or public humiliation.”

Cain’s suppor ters accuse 
Bialek and her fellow victims of 
attempting to sabotage Cain’s 
presidential campaign, citing 
their timely accusations. 

Sexual harassment in the work-
place is an extremely sensitive 
issue; women who are harassed 

not only feel violated physi-
cally and emotionally, but 
the perpetrator of the assault 
is often a man in authority 
over her, leading most victims 
to feel that they can’t report 
the behavior. 

As such, less than 40 per-
cent of all victims take any 

action whatsoever.  
Most women  try to 
bury the memory and 
move on with their 
lives, rather than face 
the months or years 
f ighting courts and 
thousands of dollars 
in legal fees it takes 
to bring any sort of 
legal action against 
the offender.

Cain and his cam-
p a i g n  h ave  b e e n 
consistent in their 
denouncement of all 
the claims brought 
against him, and even 
more consistent in 
their ignoring of ques-
tions put to him, but 
the press and even the 
Republican Party are 
urging him to face the 
charges and explain 
himself. Meanwhile, 
Cain’s supporters are 
redoubling their dona-
tions, but Republican 
strategists say this 
inf lux of cash con-
tributions will only 
last for so long before 
Cain will have to face 
the allegations. 

Governor Haley 
Barbour of Mississippi 

told “Meet the Press” this 
Sunday that “people need to 
know what the facts are.”

It seems that at this point, 
the question is no longer “Did 
Cain do it?” but what effect the 
scandal will have on his bid for 
the White House next year.

Cain attempts to move past allegations
Accusations of sexual harassment dog the GOP candidate

Presidential candidate Herman Cain claims to have 
moved past the allegations of sexual harassment 
brought against him, but many remain skeptical.

sanctions on Iran, some U.S. 
politicians have suggested that 
the United States’ current cau-
tious attitude towards Iran is a 
move in the right direction. Texas 
Rep. Ron Paul has argued that 
Iran is not a credible threat to the 
United States.

“Iranians can’t make enough 
gasoline for themselves,” he said 
on “Fox News Sunday.” “For 
them to be a threat to us and to 
anyone in the region, I think it’s 
blown out of proportion.”

He suggests that the current 
lack of response is the correct 

one, arguing that we should be 
going even further. He is against 
even sanctions on Iran, opposing 
a bill passed by the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee last week that 
would strengthen sanctions on 
Iran. “When you put on strong 
sanctions, those are acts of war,” 

Paul said.
Instead, Paul 

suggests that the 
best way to keep 
Iran from devel-
oping nuclear  
weapons or us-
ing them would 
be “maybe offer-
ing friendship to 
them.” Instead 
of overreacting 
to this repor t, 
he suggests, we 
o u g h t  t o  e x -
tend the hand 
of friendship to 
the Iranians.

Senator John 
Kerry (D-Mass.), 
however, urged 
increased pres-
sure on Iran in 
response to the 
r e p o r t .  “ T h e 
f a c t s  o f  t h e 
I A E A  r e p o r t 
ma ke i t  c lea r  
t ha t  I ra n ha s 
not been truth-
ful about its nu-
clear program,” 
he argued.

“ T h e  i n -
ternational community must 
continue to stand strong and 
increase pressure on Iran to 
comply with its international 
obligations. Iran’s leaders know 
what they need to do, the  ques-
tion is how we ensure they start 
doing it.”

Iranian foreign minister Ali Akbar Salehi calls 
the IAEA report “100 percent political.”

FILE PHOTO U.S. Representative Ron Paul argues that the 
report is “blown out of proportion.”

FILE PHOTO

New report suggests that Iran can produce nuclear weapons

BY DAVID RYOU
Nat-World Co-Editor

Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta has been put under much 
pressure by the Pentagon lately 
as he is forced to consider cut-
ting military spending costs in 
the next 10 years in areas once 
thought untouchable. These areas 
include medical and retirement 
benefits, as well as the reduction 
in the number of troops abroad 
and weapons purchases. 

Panetta, who was also a former 
White House budget chief, stated 
the difficulty behind making criti-
cal cuts to Pentagon spending, 
which have reached up to costs 
of $700 billion per year since the 
terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 10 
years ago. 

Wi t h  m a ny  me m b e r s  o f 
Congress regularly defending 
military deployments and jobs 
within their own communities, 
Panetta’s attempts at targeting 
these areas would be highly con-
tested. Against strong opposi-
tion, Panetta has been looking 
into and considering other areas 
where spending-cut opportu-
nities lie — such as reducing 
the number of troops placed in 
Europe, while offering to com-
pensate for such losses by assist-
ing NATO allies to improve or 
develop their own militaries. By 
doing so, the U.S. would be able 
to increase its efforts in Asia, 
which currently remains a high 
priority for President Obama and 
his administration.

With less than three weeks 
before the special bipartisan 
committee is expected to come 
up with a deficit-reduction plan, 
Panetta and the rest of the com-
mittee are pressured into making 
quick, crucial decisions because, 
should the committee hit a dead 
end and fail to f ind a way to 
reduce $1.2 trillion in deficits, 
automatic cuts will come into 
effect, adding an additional $500 

billion to reductions over the next 
10 years. 

Such additional reductions, 
Panetta states, could be dan-
gerous. He and several other 
members of Congress, specifi-
cally Republicans on the House 
and Senate Armed Services 
Committees, are now putting 
together a legislation which will 
attempt to undo these “automatic 
cuts” across military programs. 

The Defense Department’s 
base operating budget is roughly 
$530 billion with the rest of the 
$170 billion being used to fund 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
With U.S. troops pulling out 
of Iraq by the end of this year, 
total spending is expected to 
drop significantly. 

However, Panetta stated that 
cuts in spending would not be 
enough to fix wasteful spend-
ing and inefficient investments. 
“There will be some huge politi-
cal challenges,” he said. “When 
you reduce defense spending, 
there’s likely to be base closures, 
possible reduction in air wings.” 

Panetta also showed interest 
in making investments in other 
areas, along with his proposals 
in cuts. He showed strong ap-
proval in maintaining spending 
in areas that included develop-
ments in recent technology, such 
as unmanned aircraft or drones, 
which had been proven effective 
in recent years against fighting 
the Taliban. 

“We’re going to be developing 
a smaller, lighter, more agile, flex-
ible joint force that has to conduct 
a full range of military activities 
that are necessary to defend our 
national interests,” he stated .

Given that the U.S. defense 
budget accounts for 43 percent 
of the total military expenditures 
of the entire world, according 
to the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute, as well 
as the United States’ burgeoning 
debt problem, efficiency may be 
a major new goal for the military.

Difficult military cuts likely



CHIMES CHIMES FEATURES 9FEATURES8 November 11, 2011

ANDREW KNOT
Staff Writer

What happens when social 
media extends beyond the social? 
It’s called LinkedIn, and it’s been 
changing the way professionals 
network since 2003. 

LinkedIn was founded in 
December of 2002 by Internet 
entrepreneur Reid Hoffman. The 
site went live in May of the next 
year and, today, LinkedIn boasts 
the world’s largest professional 
network. 

The site surpassed the 100 mil-
lion users milestone in March of 
this year and now claims over 120 
million registered users world-
wide. 

Launched as a social net-
work for business professionals, 
LinkedIn allows users to pub-
lish an online resume of sorts, 
featuring past and current work 
experience, educational back-
ground, noteworthy distinctions 

BY NATE RITSEMA
Staff Writer

The Arab Spring in the Middle 
East and Africa is undoubtedly 
one of the most important upris-
ings against political movements 
in our recent memory. It has seen 
demonstrations in Syria, the oust-
er of Egyptian president Hosni 
Mubarak and, last month’s kill-
ing of Libyan leader Moammar 
al-Gadhafi. 

As the protests dragged on 
overseas one of the tools that 
helped stoke and fuel the protest 
fires is also a key component in 
the daily lives of a large major-
ity of college students: Twitter, 
Facebook and their other social 
media counterparts.

For those involved in the Arab 
Spring uprisings, Twitter proved 
to be a key platform early on. 
Speaking on NPR’s “On the 
Media” this summer, Ahmed 
Shihab Eldin, host of Al Jazeera 
English’s “The Stream,” deemed 
Twitter helpful for the news me-
dia in covering the stories that 

BY JACKSON HALL 
Features Co-Editor

As none of the courses I am 
taking this semester allow laptops 
in class, the first thing I do when 
I get home is open my computer. 
Thanks to Google Chrome’s 
user-friendly search bar, when I 
type the first letter of the site I 
want to access, the proper URL 
appears.  “M” triggers movieweb.
com, “H” triggers, hollywoodre-
porter.com, “G,” gmail.com and 
“F,” facebook.com. The function 
is brilliant; I need only rely on 
muscle memory to access my 
favorite sites. 

The most finely tuned muscle 
in my memory is located in my 
left hand’s pointer finger, which 
springs for the “F” key on my 
Macbook’s keyboard the moment 
the web browser opens. I don’t 
intentionally check my Facebook 
immediately when opening my 
computer, but the desire to do so 
is ingrained in my subconscious. I 
want to know what’s new, what’s 
fresh and what people are saying 
about me.  
The narcissist socialite 

Over the past few years I have 
done my share of griping about 
Facebook. One of my foremost 
critiques has been the manner in 
which Facebook yanks the inner-
narcissist out of users, inundating 
them with endless opportunities 
to groom their online presences. 
For example, according to a study 
done by the app company Pixable, 
the average Facebook user has 
26 profile pictures. The average 
user has found it necessary to 
change their representative photo 
25 times. 

This should not come as a 
surprise. Facebook is a digital 

canvas in which one has the op-
portunity to project an image of 
him or herself that can be tuned 
to very particular, very personal 
specifications. Through profile 
pictures, areas of interest and 
status updates, a user can create 
an ideal self to introduce to the 
online social network. If a user 
finds him or herself tagged in a 
photo he or she does not like, the 
individual can simply untag the 
unflattering shot: online appear-
ance preserved. 

However, it is important to 
remember that Facebook does not 
create narcissists. While the site 
can act as a source of cultivation 
for the self-obsessed, Facebook 
itself is not to blame. 

After a study conducted by 
York University in Toronto linked 
social networking to narcissism, 
media began to site the study in 
blaming Facebook for narcissistic 
behavior. However, Techi.com 
pointed out that the summary of 
the York University study states, 
“individuals higher in narcissism 
and lower in self-esteem were 
related to greater online activity 
as well as some self-promotional 
content.” 

Yes, Facebook is used more by 
narcissists and people with low 
self-esteem, but there is no proof 
that the site creates such behav-
ioral issues. 

I have had to come to terms 
with this over the past few years. 
While some do not include me 
and many serve the purpose of 
humor, advertisement or special 
occasion, the fact remains that 
I have 61 profile pictures on my 
Facebook account. I have con-
sciously adjusted the way I appear 
to others well over 60 times. Am 
I completely self-obsessed? I’d 
like to think not. However, I have 

likely given Facebook too much 
precedence in my life over the 
years, all the while wagging my 
finger at Facebook for breeding 
narcissists. 

No one, including me, can 
blame his or her dysfunctional use 
of social networking on Facebook 
— or Twitter or Google+ for that 
matter. We dictate how often we 
doll-up our profile pictures, flaunt 
our interests in our bios or post 
purely attention-seeking updates.   
The antisocial networker 

While watching an interview 
with “The Social Network” 
screenwriter Aaron Sorkin on 
CBS, I was struck by the way 
in which he described Facebook 
founder Mark Zuckerberg.

Sorkin said of Zuckerberg, 
“Mark is a very complicated guy. 
He has an I.Q. of 7,000. He’s not 
just a programming genius, but 
a creative genius. But he’s also 
a very socially awkward guy, 
extremely shy. He’s a guy with 
his nose pressed up against the 
glass of social life at college, and 
he just wanted to be accepted … 
and he invented something that 
he needed. He invented Facebook 
so that he could reinvent social 
life in way where he could par-
ticipate in it.” 

Over 800 million people active-
ly use their accounts on Facebook: 
a site that sprung from essentially 
antisocial roots. While Facebook 
certainly helps people connect, it 
is easy to see how the site fosters 
dysfunctional socialization.  

Social networking is undeni-
ably alienating at times. While 
walking down a city street, at-
tending a concert or dining in a 
restaurant, one will see people 
staring at their smartphones 
with trance-like concentration. 
These people are very likely stay-

ing connected to their friends 
through their Facebook, Twitter 
or Google+ accounts, but com-
pletely disconnecting themselves 
from the physical people sur-
rounding them. 

In a recent interview with 
Conan O’Brien, comedian Louis 
C.K. joked, “I think if Jesus 
comes back and starts telling 
everyone everything, everyone 
is just going to be twittering it.”
The intentional user  

Thankfully, Facebook is not 
only a tool for creating perverted 
self-identities or escaping true, 
natural social interactions. The 
network of communication cre-
ated by Facebook and other sites 
helps facilitate important dis-
cussions, advertise for commu-
nity events, share art and ideas, 
maintain relationships with long 
distance or overseas friends and 
family and more.

In the past month I have 
watched thought-provoking vid-
eos, listened to beautiful songs 
and read challenging articles 
through Facebook that I would 
never have otherwise  seen. 
Thanks to Web connections with 
former professors, old friends and 
family, I am able to partake in 
such benefits. 

In my most belligerent days of 
Facebook-bashing, I have threat-
ened to delete my profile and 
finally be done with the madness. 
However, doing so would be opt-
ing out rather than taking up the 
challenge of engaging Facebook 
with intentionality. 

Facebook, like all mediums 
for communication, is corrupt-
ible. Using social networking 
can be a narcissistic lark, a ploy 
to hide behind real socialization 
or, hopefully, a means to critical 
communication. 

go “under-reported.” Similarly, 
it was Twitter that broke ground 
for news coverage all of these 
movements. Tweets, not news 
broadcasts, first broke the events 
that led Mohamed Bouazizi to 
an act of self-immolation while 
protesting the seizure of the prod-
ucts that he sold as a street vendor 
in Tunisia. Bouazizi is credited 
with sparking the Tunisian revo-
lutions, the protests in Egypt, as 
well as the wider Arab Spring 
movement.

In keeping with the fast-paced 
nature of the Arab Spring move-
ment, quick communication and 
information-sharing were crucial, 
and Twitter proved critical when 
it came to organizing demonstra-
tions. Eldin called Twitter in this 
case “a live wire” for sending out 
updates and information. In the 
case of the Arab Spring, all it took 
was 140 characters to tell demon-
strators where to be and when. 
And at the start of it all, it was the 
mainstream media following so-
cial media. When protests came 
up, it was all thanks to Twitter.

As Twitter established itself as 

a top protest tool, Facebook also 
proved useful in organizing the 
Tahrir protest in Cairo. Rallying 
behind an Egyptian Facebook 
page named after that famed 
courtyard, thousands of demon-
strators came out and spent weeks 
in Tahrir Square while calling 
for Mubarak to step down. The 
Tahrir Square page also offers 
support for the broader Arab 
Spring movement, having called 
for the removal of Gadhafi from 
office.

The Arab Spring movement 
had a huge influence on the so-
cial media sites themselves as the 
number of new Facebook users in 
Egypt jumped significantly. On 
Twitter, the hashtag “Egypt” was 
used more than 1.4 million times 
during the first three months of 
this year. When the governments 
affected by protests threatened 
to shut down these sites, many 
agreed that if that had happened, 
it would have greatly hindered 
the ability to organize and com-
municate. 

The use of social media not 
only aided the Arab Spring move-

and relevant personal informa-
tion. From there, users can con-
nect with others to form expanded 
technological networking circles 
from which to meet and engage 
current or prospective employers, 
employees or colleagues. 

Since its inception, LinkedIn 
has enjoyed international success. 
The networking site is now avail-
able in nine different languag-
es. Quantcast.com, an Internet 
traffic tabulator, estimates that 
LinkedIn generates 47.6 million 
unique visitors worldwide, 21.4 
million of them coming from the 
United States. 

In a recently published info-
graph, LinkedIn advertised that 
a majority (20 percent) of its us-
ers come from service industries. 
The finance and high-tech sectors 
each claim 9 percent of LinkedIn 
profiles. Ebay, Campbell’s Soup 
and Apple are among the site’s 
best represented companies, 
and 73 of the “Fortune 100 Best 
Companies to Work For” are 

active on LinkedIn. The site 
also plays host to a diverse range 
of jobs, with just shy of 1 mil-
lion teachers and 1,030 self-pro-
claimed chocolatiers. 

Regard less of profession, 
LinkedIn sees itself as the lead-
ing resource for finding and sus-
taining employment in difficult 
financial times. 

In an interview with CNBC, 
LinkedIn CEO Jeff Weiner point-
ed to his social network as a 
potential solution to the United 
States’ unemployment problem: 
“[Unemployment] can in part be 
solved through a better leverage 
of technology, making it easier for 
people born outside of this coun-
try with the right skills to work 
inside this country, and educa-
tion, both vocational and longer 
term primary skills.”

LinkedIn’s “About” page lists 
several “Success Stories,” ac-
counts of users who have used 
LinkedIn various ways to benefit 
their careers. The page details 

BY JAKE TER HAAR
Staff Writer

For the last decade, social 
networking has been one of the 
fastest growing enterprises in 
the world. Websites like Myspace 
and Xanga were the first to really 
introduce people to this new idea 
of being constantly in contact 
with people via the Internet, even 
if they were halfway around the 
world. 

When these websites first start-
ed up, most people just assumed 
that it was another fad, like the 

dot-com boom of the ’90s, and 
was destined to creep back into 
oblivion. Mainly high school kids 
and the occasional college student 
used the new form of media, and 
most parents just saw it as another 
time-suck that kept their kids 
from doing homework. But then 
the impossible happened, it grew. 

Myspace exploded and became 
a hub for people with similar 
tastes in art, movies and especial-
ly bands could meet and talk. And 
it just kept growing. As Myspace 
started to fall by the wayside, a 
new website created by a Harvard 
dropout took its place as the pre-
dominant social networking site 
of choice; that, of course, would 

be Facebook. Facebook entered 
the scene in 2004 and only a few 
years later became the website of 
choice for social networkers. 

Yet for some reason many 
people still saw it as only a fad 
that would eventually die out, 
probably because in order to be 
on it people generally needed to 
be at a computer. That quickly 
changed as smartphones became 
the phone of choice. Now people 
could check their Facebook from 
almost anywhere in the world. 

Facebook continued to grow. 
As the demand for social net-
works continued to grow, so 
too did the options available for 
people. One of those that popped 
up was Twitter, which was essen-
tially a glorified Facebook status. 

dominant social networking site 
of choice; that, of course, would 

too did the options available for 
people. One of those that popped 
up was Twitter, which was essen-
tially a glorified Facebook status. 

As such it didn’t really take off for 
a while. When it started to get the 
support of celebrities, it exploded. 
On Facebook, in order to be able 
to see most people’s pages and 
other things, users needed to 
“friend” others to get the accep-
tance they craved. Twitter, on the 
other hand, bypassed this accep-
tance idea and made it so people 
followed other people’s tweets. 
As more and more celebrities 
joined, people could hear their 
favorite celebrities’ enlightening 
thoughts 24/7.

But as often happens on the 
Internet, people started to put 
things that they wouldn’t exactly 
want their employers to see on 
their Facebook pages, and as the 
generation that really embraced 
social networking was getting 
older and starting to enter the 

workforce, the need arose for 
a social network that employ-
ers could use. Enter LinkedIn. 
LinkedIn became the go-to site 
for professionals because they 
could put their resume up on the 
Internet for potential employers 
to see instead of having to send it 
to each and every company where 
they wanted to apply. Job hunting 
had now officially entered the 
digital age.

Things like Facebook, Twitter 
and LinkedIn are all going to 
continue to grow, and they are 
becoming essential parts of mod-
ern life. 

Competitors will certainly 
arise, and they may even overtake 
the ones that are out now, but 
such is progress. One thing is for 
certain, though: Social networks 
are a part of culture now, and they 
aren’t going anywhere. 

users like Ernesto Belisari, an 
Italian lawyer who used the net-
working site to create interna-
tional connections from Brazil 
(LinkedIn’s fastest growing coun-
try), Germany and the U.S. David 
T. Stevens, an event manager 
from California, used LinkedIn 
to advertise his newfound avail-
ability after being laid off in May 
of 2008. Stevens received not one, 
but two calls on job leads and was 
back to work within a week of 
losing his job. 

Stor ies l ike Belisar i’s and 
Stevens’ are far from the norm 
but offer a glimpse into the pos-
sibility that LinkedIn promises to 
provide its users. An interactive 
hub for professionals, LinkedIn 
uses its “It’s not what, but who 
ya know” vision, combined with 
the networking capabilities of 
Twitter or Facebook, to open the 
door just a bit further for those in 
the working world.

Sources: mashable.com, ere.net, press.
linkedin.com

ment in the Middle East and 
North Africa, but it has also 
seen its inf luence spread back 
stateside. 

Many Occupy Wall Street 
protest groups, groups that rely 
heavily on the social media plat-
forms to keep their demonstra-
tions alive, have credited the Arab 
Spring movement for provid-
ing inspiration for how to orga-
nize and distribute information. 
Additionally, Egyptians who took 
part in the Tahrir Square protests 
have gone back to that very place 
late last month to march in soli-
darity with those involved in the 
Occupy Oakland demonstrations 
against police brutality.

The protests during the Arab 
Spring may not have been started 
by the social media platforms, 
but it will be hard to ignore the 
impact that they have had on 
them. Going forward, it will be 
difficult to imagine any political 
movement or protest that will not 
be heavily inf luenced by social 
media, as governments and citi-
zens alike have become aware of 
its power. 

Social media crucial in Arab Spring movement

Site offers social network for business professionals

Social networking continually evolves 
Facebook provides avenue for self-involvement, healthy communication 
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BY SAMANTHA WADE
Staff Writer

Like his best films, David 
Ly n c h’s  d e b u t  s o l o  a l -
bum “Crazy Clown Time” 
shouldn’t really work. Its songs 
are weird, sometimes painfully 
obtuse; the veteran directors’ 
style is so ingrained in the 
counter-culture, he has his 
own adjective — Lynchian. 
And Lynchian is exactly what 
“Crazy Clown Time” is. 

The album isn’t weird in 
a completely hopeless sense. 
It’s exactly what one would 
imagine a David Lynch album 
would sound like, title and all. 

The record opens with 
“Pinky’s Brain,” which show-
cases guest vocals from the 
Yeah Yeah Yeah’s lead singer 
Karen O, giving Lynch a little 
more indie cred (as if he needed 
any). 

Lynch takes it away with 
the rest of the album, and the 
64-year-old’s wobbly croak 
of a voice is frequently ma-
nipulated to sound robotic or 
distant, or as if his mouth is 
stuffed with dinner rolls.

“G ood Day” s w i tches 
things up with a surge of house 

synths and deceptively cheery 
lead vocals, processed beyond 
recognition. 

“Noah’s Ark,” is a creepy elec-
tronica sequence that segues into 
the brutally guitar-heavy crunch 
of “Football Game,” a disarm-
ingly shy tale of infidelity at ... 
you’ll never guess where. 

By the time the record gets 
into its second half, the whole 
listening experience becomes 
rather daunting and exhausting. 
It’s a long album — just over 70 
minutes — and really tries your 
patience.

D o  yo u r s e l f  a  h u g e  f a -
vor by skipping “Strange and 
Unproductive Thinking,” a sev-
en-plus-minute tirade of just that. 
Lynch’s newfound love of pseudo-
philosophical nonsense sounds 
heaps more asinine coming from 
a robot’s voice. 

The entire track derails the re-
cord’s accessibility with a mono-
logue about dentists, existential-
ism and philosophy.

 You’re better off with “Stone’s 
Gone Up,” an uptempo guitar 
groove reminiscent of a club track 
with some great keyboard tex-
tures over the outro. The down-
tempo “These Are My Friends” 
kicks off the album’s dragging 
of a final act, but things pick up 

at the very end with “She Rise 
Up,” a finale of industrial grind 
and synth.

Lynch gets away with things 
that no self-respecting artist 
would ever attempt to do on a 
serious note.

 Outside of the director’s name, 
you’ve got a dark electronic al-
bum that is niche in its appeal, but 
will gain a wide audience because 
of its authorship.

 The album isn’t for everyone 
of course; “Crazy Clown Time” 
works only if you are on the same 
wavelength as the man himself. 

If you’re not a fan, or haven’t 
seen any of Lynch’s work, you’re 
not likely to “get” the album. 

I know that sounds preten-
tious, but the work is a quintes-
sentially Lynchian experience, 
without the frustrating non-plots 
of his films. 

Sure, there’s a lot of filler and 
skip-worthy material, but the 
warm synths and woozy guitars 
create a debut album that is dark, 
unsettling and often confusing 
—  which is to say, quite a bit like 
his films.  

As a whole, the album makes 
a reasonable case for Lynch’s 
ability to wring something wor-
thy out of whatever art form he 
chooses to tackle.

Lynch’s first album continues reputation for creating bizarre, abstract creations
Electronic ‘Crazy Clown Time’ dark, eerie

BY KATERINA PARSONS
Staff Writer

If I want to catch up on “Mad 
Men,” “Doctor Who,” or “The 
Office,” the episodes are all on 
Netflix Instant. Any time I want 
to, I can catch a classic movie 
l ike “On the Waterfront” or 
“Memento,” a popular recent 
movie like “Tron,” or even a hid-
den low-budget gem like “Sweet 
Land.’ 

While it isn’t perfect, it’s a 
pretty great thing. My family 
got Netf lix about a year ago. 
Back then, it was only $9.99 
for unlimited streaming and as 
many DVDs as we could find 
the envelopes for and remember 
to send back. We loved it. For the 
price of two or three Blockbuster 
movies a month, we had a seem-
ingly limitless DVD selection, 
and could also watch a decent 
selection of TV shows and mov-
ies on our computer wherever we 
were. We weren’t the only ones 
who thought this was a good deal. 
Early this year on a Brand Keys 
survey, Netflix came out on top 
of over 500 other brands to earn 
the highest rankings in customer 
loyalty.

Now, less than a year later, 
Netflix has lost over 800,000 cus-
tomers, their stock has dropped 
35%, and they’re being vilified 
ever ywhere f rom twit ter to 
Saturday Night Live. I’m sure 
the employees at Netf lix are 
shaking their heads. How did the 
most-loved company in America 
become so despised?  A lot of this 
animosity started this past Sept. 
1 when they put into place a new 
plan that split up their stream-
ing and DVD-by-mail options, 
and increased the price for both. 
Gone are the days of unlimited 
DVDs and streaming for just 
$9.99 a month.  Now customers 
can choose one or the other for 
$8, or choose both and pay $16. 
Customers complained vocally 
about the abrupt 60 percent pay 
hike with no added benefits.  

The outcry was big enough 
that just two weeks after the an-
nouncement, Netflix CEO Reed 
Hastings issued a public apol-
ogy for the way things had been 
handled.

Said Hastings, “There is a dif-
ference between moving quickly 
— which Netflix has done very 
well for years — and moving too 
fast, which is what we did in this 
case.” 

However, he also used the 
platform to announce that Netflix 
would focus on its more lucra-
tive streaming-only option, and 
that the DVD service would be 
removed from the Netflix brand, 
given its own website, and re-
named “Qwikster,” a name un-
fortunately evocative of the failed 
social network “Friendster.” 
Customers hated the changes. 
The outcry was so large that just 
a few weeks later Hastings issued 
another statement saying that the 
DVD-by-mail would stay under 

the same name and on the same 
website. 

Throughout this whole de-
bacle, Netflix has slid firmly out 
of favor with its customers. Not 
only does Netflix no longer top 
the customer loyalty list, it has 
slipped beneath such competitors 
as Redbox and Blockbuster. Now 
Netflix faces an uncertain future. 
When it came on the scene at the 
turn of the millennium it was 
primarily a DVD-rental service. 
Now, 75 percent of its customers 
have the streaming option, either 
independently or in conjunction 
with its DVDs. Netf lix has to 
cope with handling two services 
that are becoming increasingly 
different. And despite a recent 
upswing in the DVD-only op-
tion due to so many movie rental 
chains closing, the amount of 
people signing up for DVDs is 
becoming smaller and smaller 
over time. 

Netf lix also no longer has 
the monopoly on the streaming 
industry. Hulu has been increas-
ing its options, and Netflix loses 
many of its customers to web-
sites that stream pirated films. 
Another company looking to 
get in on the market is Amazon, 
which unveiled a video streaming 
option for their premium mem-
bers this past February.

 In fact, there are rumors that 
in the face of Netflix’s uncertain 
future, Amazon may look to buy 
them out, and combine their 
streaming libraries. But Amazon 
isn’t interested in Netflix’s DVDs 
by mail. The added taxes and ris-
ing costs of postage are making 
the service more and more cost-
prohibitive. It may be that Netflix 
was looking to make itself more 
attractive to a buyer by splitting 
itself up. But due to the way they 
handled the split, they were un-
able to do it without upsetting 
their customers. Really, Qwikster 
isn’t a bad idea, just a poorly 
marketed one. It makes sense to 
separate the streaming and DVD 
sections of Netflix, especially as 
they phase DVDs out, and seek to 
broaden their streaming options. 
But thanks to a poor handling 
of the switch, they’ve angered 
millions of customers and set 
themselves months back.

Netf lix is still a giant in the 
world of entertainment, but if 
they want to stay on top of the 
game, they need to tread carefully 
and seek more feedback from 
their customers before making 
dramatic changes. So, in the years 
to come will we continue to get 
those red envelopes in the mail, 
or curl up on the couch to watch 
a streamed “Phineas and Ferb” 
episode? Or will corporations like 
Amazon, Blockbuster  and Hulu 
capitalize on customer anger 
to lure people to them instead? 
We’ve al l seen Netf l ix grow 
gracefully from mailing company 
to instant video provider. Despite 
this rocky patch, I believe they 
can continue to adapt and grow: 
as long as they change quickly, 
but not too fast.

BY NICK KEELEY
Staff Writer

In recent memory, one genre 
that has seen some resurgence 
in American popular culture is 
the Western, as evidenced by 
last year’s “True Grit” and the 
acclaimed video game “Red 
Dead Redemption.” Building 
on that resurgence, cable chan-
nel AMC recently debuted 
“Hell on Wheels,” a 
new Western TV se-
ries based around re-
venge and corruption. 
Thanks to strong pro-
duction values and 
solid acting, “Hell 
on Wheels” is off to 
a grim and promising 
start.

 I n  “ H e l l  o n 
W h e e l s ,”  A n s o n 
Mount stars as Cullen 
Bohannan, a former 
Confederate soldier 
searching for the men 
who killed his wife 
in the aftermath of 
the Civil War. His 
search br ings him 
to Iowa, where he 
takes part in the con-
struction of the first 
Transcontinental 
Railroad. The con-
struction of the rail-
road is the passion 
of Thomas Durant 
(Colm Meaney), a 
corrupt businessman 
who will stop at noth-
ing to make a fortune. 

The pilot also intro-
duces several minor 
characters: Lilly Bell, 
widow of a railroad 
surveyor, is trying to escape an 
attack while a preacher, played 
by Tom Noonan, is attempting 
to establish a church in a town 
where the population is “one 
less every day.”

The pi lot  for “Hel l  on 
Wheels” is very grim, effec-
tively conveying the dark na-
ture of the time period and the 
Western genre. The grim tone 
is made possible by the show’s 
strong direction and produc-
tion values. 

David Von Ancken capably 
directs the pilot by heighten-

ing the intensity and conveying 
a violent tone, such as in the 
harrowing attack on Lily Bell’s 
camp by Native Americans. “Hell 
on Wheels” doesn’t hold back on 
showing intense and disturbing 
imagery, such as scalping and 
blood from gun, arrow and knife 
wounds. 

The grim nature of the series is 
also conveyed through its superb 
cinematography. Drained of color 
to give the show a desolate look, 

the cinematography is a wonder 
to behold, as are the show’s sets 
and costumes, which accurately 
depict the West in 1865.

The weak link of “Hell on 
Wheels” in the early stages is its 
writing, specifically its charac-
terization. 

Writ ten by show creators 
Joe and Tony Gayton, “Hell on 
Wheels” at the onset is over-
populated, so much so that it was 
hard at times to decipher that 
Cullen was the main character 
from the pilot. 

This is evidenced by char-

AMC’s newest attempts to resurrect Western TV
acters such as Joseph, a Native 
American who is born-again bap-
tized, and Reverend Cole, who 
seem important but not necessary 
for the pilot, which is usually used 
to develop central characters. 
The lack of development for the 
majority of the pilot’s characters 
is also a flaw. 

The only characters who re-
ceive any form of development 
are Cullen, Elam Ferguson, a for-
mer slave, and Daniel Johnson, 

a guest character filled 
with hatred for African-
Americans. Despite its 
faults, the script ca-
pably sets the show’s 
ambitious story in mo-
tion and conveys the 
interesting theme of 
morality in a time of 
greed and corruption.

A l o n g  w i t h  i t s 
strong production val-
ues, “Hell on Wheels” 
features a solid cast. 
Mount capably portrays 
Cullen Bohannan, es-
pecially strong in con-
veying the pain of los-
ing a loved one. Mount 
also fits the role of a 
hardened gunslinger 
well, f inding a blend 
of violence and moral 
kindness.

 Rapper-turned-actor 
Common does a solid 
job as Elam, conveying 
the anger of his past as 
a slave convincingly. 
Dominique McElligott 
makes the viewer feel 
for Lily in her time of 
grief, as well as root for 
her in her actions. 

Meaney as the cor-
rupt Durant doesn’t 

fare as well, over-the-top in his 
mannerisms to the point that he 
comes off as cartoonish. 

Full of potential, AMC’s “Hell 
on Wheels” is a solid series im-
proved by excel lent produc-
tion values and capable actors. 
Attempting to resurrect the TV 
Western, the show got off to a 
successful start, receiving the 
second best ratings for a premiere 
in AMC history, despite a tepid 
critical reception. 

Grim and desolate in nature, 
“Hell on Wheels” is a series to 
watch out for this fall.

I’m fascinated with death...because really it’s one of the most human things that 
can happen to you, because it happens to everybody.

-Bridgitte Keehl,  “Calvin Artist,” pg. 11

Healing Children of Conflict presents “Budrus”

This award-winning documentary chronicles a 
non-violent movement against destruction of a 
Palestinian village. The story of Ayed Morrar, the 
community organizer at the center of the film, of-
fers the possibility of peaceful protest in a region 
rife with violence.

Showing Tuesday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m. in the Byt-
werk Theatre

Netflix dramatically changed
A less flexible option cause for major set backs
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BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Rock and jazz are the two big-
gest underground music genres in 
American culture. Both had their 
moment in the sun as the pop mu-
sic of the country (1930s-’40s for 
jazz, 1960s-’70s and the grunge 
surge in the ’90s for rock) but now 
exist as “alternatives” to the gar-
ish paranormal opera that is radio 
pop music today. 

Both genres have 
crossbred frequently 
throughout their half-
century coexistence, 
but recently jazz has 
been drawing some of 
the big rock bands of 
today into improvised 
music. The Bad Plus 
has specialized in this 
kind of project.

The Bad Plus con-
sists of bassist Reid 
Anderson, pian is t 
Ethan Iverson and 
drummer Dave King. 
All three have been 
playing either as a 
group or solo for de-
cades, since meeting 
each other while grow-
ing up in Minnesota. 
They were strongly 
influenced by the jazz 
tradition, combining 
this with other influences to cre-
ate an eclectic style of their own. 
Although they were signed to 
Columbia and now Universal, 
two major labels, they play acous-
tic jazz that often reinterprets 
(“deconstructs” if you prefer) 
popular music or classical piano 
works.

Their most recent a lbum, 
“Don’t Stop,” has eliminated the 
pop covers in exchange for an 
emphasis on original recordings. 

Their previous album probably 
best encapsulates their unique fu-
sion of indie rock passion and the 
technical mastery of jazz and rock 
alike. “For All I Care” relishes 
its often bizarre juxtaposition of 
tracks and synthesizes the whole 
mass into a well-crafted and pre-
cisely played whole.

Open ing with a cover of 
“Lithium,” a song by another 
well-known trio, the album also 
features interpretations of a clas-

sical etude, a jazz standard or 
two and even a couple of ’70s 
prog numbers in Pink Floyd’s 
“Comfortably Numb” and Yes’ 
sprawling epic “Long Distance 
Runaround.” Collaborating with 
the band is singer Wendy Lewis, 
who delivers vocals that shed 
any notion of irony and embrace 
a sincerity that can be touching, 
even when the original material 
is not of the highest caliber. 

She performs even better, of 

BY SAMANTHA WADE
Staff Writer

On Monday I had the won-
derful opportunity to interview 
senior bachelor of fine arts major 
Bridgitte Keehl on her art show 
at the Division Arts Avenue 
Collective. The show is called 
“Exploring Aesthetics” and fea-
tures 27 of Bridgitte’s paintings, 
and the reception is tonight, Nov. 
11, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Chimes: Could you explain 
your show a little bit? What’s 
“Exploring Aesthetics” all about?

Bridgitte: My work is a visual 
journal of this past year. I’m not 
very good with words, or explain-
ing myself. For me painting is a 
way to express myself. When I 
approach a new piece it’s usually 
because something happened in 
my day, something extraordinary, 
something overwhelming; that’s 
what inspires me to paint. I look 
at the canvas, and I pick colors 
that fit what I feel, and I just start. 
I let the painting take itself where 
it wants me to go. 

I also focus on making my 
work aesthetically pleasing as 
well. It may not be beautiful to 
some people, but it is to me, and 
that’s what is important. 

That’s why my show is called 
“Exploring Aesthetics”; my show 
is about exploring the beauty 
and emotions I felt on the day I 
painted my paintings.

What got you interested in 
painting or art? 

I was always making some-
thing when I was growing up, 
but what got me serious about 
art, and what made me realize I 
could communicate through art, 
was my sister’s death. When she 
passed away I was really frus-
trated with life and angry with 
everything — only I couldn’t say 
it, or do anything. I didn’t know 
how to tell people how upset I 
was. And so I turned to art; I 

started painting and drawing and 
really just making things. And 
I finally felt like I could convey 
how I was feeling. I found a sense 
of release, and it really got me 
through her death. 

Does the subject of death still 
influence your work?

Oh, for sure. Death is always 
a major part of my work because 
I’ve been surrounded by it my 
whole life. I feel like people 
— this might be kind of mor-
bid — but people are always 
dropping off around me. I’m 
fascinated with death, with 
what it’s going to be like, and 
… because really it’s one of 
the most human things that 
can happen to you, because 
it happens to everybody. 

I think that’s why a lot 
of my paintings have dark 
undertones and feelings to 
them, because I always have 
death preoccupying the back 
of my mind. Not in a de-
pressed, suicidal way, but in 
an intrigued way. 

You yourself just had 
a near death experience 
recently. Would you mind 
talking about that a bit?

Sure. What exactly hap-
pened was I was sitting in 
a person’s house at a party 
and someone threw a rock 
through a window, and it 
hit me on the right side of 
my face. The impact broke my 
face in seven different places and 
fractured the entire right side. 

It was pretty bad; I had a little 
brain damage, but it’s only to my 
cranial nerve, so I can’t smell 
anymore. That’s all right, though; 
really I’m just glad I have both my 
eyes and my teeth.

At one point they were talking 
about moving part of my skull 
because the rock made a hole to 
my brain and I had cranial spinal 
f luid leaking out of my nose for 
a while. I fell unconscious a few 

times after the accident, and I had 
a concussion as well.

It was pretty hard core, what 
happened; I’m just happy to be 
alive. I can’t complain. I’m just 
glad it didn’t happen to my sister 
because I would be worried sick. 

Do you think that experience 
is going to affect your work? In 
what way?

I think it will affect my work 

majorly. Ever since the accident, 
whenever I sleep, I have these 
reoccurring dreams which are 
filled with blood and skulls — the 
dreams are dark, but in a way 
calming. 

It’s not like I’m dying or any-
thing, but they’re very real and 
very surreal. I’ll wake up in a 
panic, but when I think about the 
dreams, I’m like, “Yep, that hap-
pened”: My skull was crushed; 
there was a lot of blood.

It’s funny because I love rocks. 
I love geology, and my head 

got crushed by a large rock! 
(Laughing) It was quartzite! It’s 
sad that I know what kind of rock 
it was, but that’s just me. 

I think the theme of rocks will 
be incorporated into my artwork. 

Tell me about your art-mak-
ing process.

You know, I honestly don’t 
know what I’m going to paint or 
what I’m painting until it’s done. 

It’s a very organic process. I 
don’t know what it’s going to 
be until it’s done, and even 
then I’m not sure if it’s done 
or not. I let it sit, I look at it 
and I either pick up a paint 
brush or I put it aside.

Sometimes I ask some-
body else if it’s done or not 
because I can’t decide or I’m 
not sure. 

I always layer the canvas 
with some sort of latex paint, 
because it’s a good primer. 
And then I look at my raw 
pigments, which is loose 
color in a grounded powder 
form, and I pick which col-
ors, or one color — I guess 
it depends — that fits me, 
or fits my moods or emo-
tions, and I start working 
with that. I either mix the 
pigment with linseed oil or 
turpentine, or I put it on 
while the canvas is still wet 
with primer.

I work from there. Once 
that dries, or even when it’s 

wet, I give the painting texture 
and layers; it’s all about the look. 
And I keep adding layers of pig-
ment, or latex paint, or whatever!

I like to get “down and dirty” 
with my hands, creating patterns 
across the canvas or scraping it 
with my nails. It sounds silly, 
but it looks great. I get into it. 
Sometimes I get paint on my feet 
by accident so I’ll run my feet on 
the canvas and think, “Oh that 
looks cool!”

 I even use the toilet brush as 
one of my brushes; whatever I 

need! I use all sorts of things.

Do you explore any other 
media besides paint?

I can’t draw, and I don’t like 
ceramics. I like photography; not 
like, “Oh look, I have a digital 
camera and I take a thousand 
pictures.” I like analog photog-
raphy. I love working in the dark 
room. I like playing around with 
exposures and with the chemicals 
and making aesthetically pleasing 
prints. 

I also like working with sculp-
ture; I’m terrible at it, but I like to 
weld and make objects. It’s hard 
though; I think I’m a poor sculp-
tor, so I don’t show those works 
to people, only paintings (laughs). 
I honestly think photography is 
almost too common, so I’ll stick 
to painting right now.

What do you hope the audi-
ences of your show come away 
with? 

I really want them to see my 
art, and see how I see beauty. 
Because I think my pieces are 
beautiful; I don’t like all of them, 
but even the ones I don’t like, I 
think they have a quality that is 
just beautiful.

I also want them to come away 
with a different view of painters 
too. I think when people think 
painters they think the masters 
like Leonardo or Caravaggio, 
whatever. Or they think I’m going 
to paint people, or objects. 

I think people call my work 
abstract art, but I don’t see it that 
way: I don’t feel like I’m abstract-
ing anything. I’m creating or 
recreating how I feel, and I want 
people to understand that and 
connect with me.

I want people to see me as 
an artist. It has a lot to do with 
my identity. And I know a lot of 
people don’t see me that way;  they 
might see me as a girl who likes 
punk rock and has red hair. 

I want people to associate me 
with the art world.

course, when the song is a gor-
geous piece of craft like Wilco’s 
“Radio Cure,” which rolls slowly 
and persistently, taking its six 
and a half minutes to unfold in a 
beautifully subtle way.

Strong vocals are enough to 
make “For All I Care” a great 
cover record. As in all of jazz, 
instrumental prowess is the real 
key to transcending material and 
aspiring to new levels of sonic art. 
Boisterous and unreserved, King, 

Iverson and Anderson 
tear across and through 
songs, particularly in-
strumental tracks and 
long improvisational 
interludes that separate 
islands of vocals from 
another.

Not content to be 
empty sound and fury, 
the band respects the 
melodic integrity of the 
songs without restraint 
in the experimentation 
department.

 The band brings a 
rhythmic playfulness 
to songs, the bass and 
drums propelling them 
even in slow tempos; 
Iverson and Anderson’s 
cohesion as a rhythm 
section form a basis on 
which brash piano riffs 
and chords can dance 
without hesitation or 

shyness.
While the band’s style is not 

an assaultive one, exactly, it does 
tend to crash and broil rather than 
simmer. Exhaustion sets in near 
the end, as your ears fly the white 
flag of surrender. Do not listen to 
your ears. “For All I Care,” like 
all of this group’s singular music, 
exists as provocation, an exercise 
in curiosity and a showpiece for 
some seriously talented and in-
tense players.

Calvin artist debuts work at local venue, talks about trial and inspiration 

The Bad Plus latest album showcases talent 
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GREEK: New artistry
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

re placed w it h  f low i ng 
dresses and one-piece out-
fits in beautiful hues of blue, 
aqua and purple, and actors 
wear boots and more substan-
tial shoes instead of sandals. 
Chorus members don turban-
like headdresses instead of 
traditional laurel crowns. But 
aside from these modernized 
changes, “Antigone” retains 
its classic storyline, pacing and 
chorus lines recited in unison.

Oh, and don’t forget the 
makeup. While they didn’t go 
Blue Man Group on us, the 
makeup crew created some in-
tricate and interesting designs 
on the cast members’ faces with 
blue paint. “Mask” paint, lines, 
blue lips — it was a little odd to 
be honest. I didn’t understand 
the motive and found the odd 
artistic choice a bit distracting 
at first, but as the play wore 
on it slipped from the front of 
my mind.

There were two stars of the 
show for me. Well, that’s if you 
count the chorus as one person. 
The chorus in Greek drama 
is an oft-misunderstood role, 
especially if you read the play 
in a textbook for a literature 
class (as I had). 
Your eyes tend 
to sk im over 
chorus narra-
tion because it’s 
long and hard 
to understand. 
But seeing the 
part acted out 
and recited in 
such a dynamic 
and dramatic 
way was a real 

treat. One standout moment was 
when Antigone gives a lengthy 
speech before she is led off to her 
doom. The chorus is listening 
intently the whole time, react-
ing with facial expression and 
physicality and showing her their 
support with an embrace. 

The chorus drives a surprising 
amount of the action and is an es-
pecially crucial part in developing 
the character of Creon, my other 
choice for most valuable actor.

Faithful CTC member Andrew 
McClelland is a natural as Creon. 
He plays a prideful and heavy-
handed king very well, but also 
delves deep into the drastic de-
velopment Creon undergoes. He 
is spurred to change his mind in a 
big way by the chorus, but all does 
not end well (it’s a tragedy, you 
know). CTC’s production leaves 
the audience with two powerful 
images of death and McClelland 
aptly portrays the desolation of a 
character laid low.

The play ends, as director 
Michael Page’s note mentions, 
in the exact same position as it 
begins — an appropriate bringing 
in light of one of the play’s main 
themes. This powerful symbol of 
ongoing debate provokes needed 
conversation about the repetitive 
nature of human mistakes and the 
need for divine intervention if we 
are ever to resolve them.

FILE PHOTO
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Scoring is a matter of confidence, and I think we’re struggling with that right now.” 

-Coach Mike Petrusma, “Hockey swept by Davenport,” pg. 13

MIAA CHAMPIONS

Volleyball

Men’s soccer

Men’s cross country

MIAA MVPs

Rebecca Kamp – volleyball (Sr) 
(three-time MVP)

Jodi Hoekstra – cross country (Sr)
(two-time MVP)

Dan Kerr – cross country (Sr)

Ben Kuiper – golf (Jr)

**Out of seven MVP titles, Calvin 
won four**

    MIAA 1st team
Dan Kerr – cross country (Sr)***
Matt VanderRoest – cross country (Sr)***
Greg Whittle – cross country (Jr)*
David VandeBunte – cross country (Jr)*
Rhett Morici – cross country (Sr)*
Job Christiansen – cross country (Jr)*
Jodi Hoekstra – cross country (Sr)***
Alyssa Penning – cross country (Jr)**
Kaitlin Diemer – cross country (Sr)*
Ben Kuiper – golf (Jr)*
Francesca Smith – soccer (Jr)**
Liz Cancel – soccer (Jr)*
Rebecca Kamp – volleyball (Sr)****
Megan Rietema – volleyball (So)**
Lizzie Kamp – volleyball (Jr)**
Miles Colago – soccer (Sr)*
Dan Nederhoed – soccer (Jr)*

Nick Holtrop – soccer (Jr)*
Dino Duratovic – soccer (Fr)*
Zach Willis – soccer (So)*
*denotes how many times the ath- 

        lete has been on first team

 Fall 2011 All-MIAA Picks

BY MARK DEHAAN
Staff Writer

Ending the regular season at 
29-0, the Calvin volleyball team 
hosted the MIAA tournament as 
the number one seed. Just as in 
the regular season, the Knights 
crushed the competition on their 
way to a perfect regular season.

In the first game the Knights 
faced the Thunder of Trine. Trine 
came into the match with a 9-7 
MIAA record and an overall re-
cord of 15-12. Calvin beat Trine in 
both meetings earlier in the year 
by scores of 25-13, 25-13 and 25-15 
and 25-17, 28-26 and 25-21. With 
a trip to the MIAA Tournament 
Finals on the line, both teams 
came out swinging. The Knights 
and Thunder were tied at a score 
of 10-10 before Calvin was able to 
break away and claim the first set 
25-15 victory.

Trine came out stronger in the 
second set, building an 18-12 lead. 
Calvin fought back, but was held 
off by two points as the Thunder 
pushed to a 23-20 lead. Led by se-
nior Rebecca Kamp, the Knights 
retaliated tying the match at 
23-23. After a back-and-forth ex-
change, Calvin won the set 28-26, 
going up two sets to none.  

In the third set, Calvin used 
some strong serving and back row 
play to build a 19-10 lead. The 
Thunder were unable to come 
back from the deficit, and fell in 

the third and final set of the game, 
25-14. Leading the Knights to a 
three-set victory was the front 
line, composed of junior 
Lizzie Kamp and seniors 
R e ne e  D e H a a n  a nd 
Rebecca Kamp. Lizze 
Kamp led the team with 
11 kills while DeHaan 
added 10 and Rebecca 
Kamp added eight. The 
back line was phenom-
enal for Calvin, record-
ing 43 digs in the con-
test, led by senior Kelly 
Gordon and sophomore 
Kristin Zietse, each with 
11. Sophomore Megan 
Rietema added another 
nine digs and 33 assists. 
The win for the Knights 
set up a finals match-up 
with the Flying Dutch of 
rival Hope.

Calvin’s two regular 
season match-ups against 
Hope had been some of 
the toughest of the MIAA 
season. The Knights de-
feated the Dutch at home 
26-24, 25-20 and 25-16 on 
Sept. 28. For a late-season 
match, Calvin traveled to 
Holland, and was strug-
gling out of the gate. 
However, the Knights 
were able to compose 
themselves enough to 
take victory in four sets 
with scores of 22-25, 25-
16, 25-20 and 26-24.

Beating a team three times 
in a season is a feat, but with 
their perfect record on the line, 

Calvin looked up to the chal-
lenge. The Knights jumped out to 
an early 9-4 lead in the first set, 

but Hope came 
back to t ie it 
at 14. Calvin 
then used kills 
by Lizzie and 
Rebecca Kamp 
to brea k t he 
g a m e  o p e n , 
while DeHaan 
c l o s e d  t h e 
match with two 
kills to earn the 
first set victory 
25-18.

Ju s t  a s  i n 
the f i r s t  se t , 
the teams re-
mained close in 
the early stages 
of set two. The 
Knights pulled 
away with a 17-
12 lead after a 
DeHaan and 
Rietema block 
in the middle of 
the set and held 
the f ive-point 
advantage for 
the remainder 
of the set, earn-
ing the 25-20 
win.

In the final 
s e t ,  C a l v i n 
built up a 7-3 
l e a d  b e f o r e 

Hope tied the set at nine. The 
Knights continued to fight and 
build up another lead, this one at 
19-15. Calvin then used kills from 
seniors Rebecca Kamp and Erin 
VanderPlas to close out the set at 
25-20, earning the three set victo-
ry and the MIAA Championship.

The Kamp sisters led the 
Knights with 14 kills apiece, 
with Rebecca posting a .765 at-
tacking percentage, good for a 
Van Noord Arena single match 
record. Junior Kelly Gordon 
was once again strong on the 
back line, digging out 17 balls 
while Rietema added 34 assists 
for Calvin.

At the conclusion of the tourna-
ment, the MIAA MVP, Defensive 
Player of the Year, Freshmen of 
the Year, and All-MIAA first and 
second teams were named. 

Earning honors for the Knights 
was Rebecca Kamp, who was 
named MIAA MVP and All-
MIAA first team. Kamp was 
named MVP for the third time 
in her career and All-MIAA 
first team for her fourth straight 
season.

 Joining her on the first team 
were Lizzie Kamp and Rietema. 
VanderPlas and DeHaan were 
also named to the second team.

Calvin, ranked f irst in the 
country with a 31-0 overall record, 
now looks forward to hosting 
an NCAA Tournament Regional 
at Van Noord Arena Nov.  10-12.  

BY MARK ZYLSTRA
Staff Writer

The fifth of November will be 
remembered by Calvin’s swim-
ming and diving teams as a very 
successful day.  Both squads 
recorded dual meet wins over 
Wheaton College at Calvin’s 
Venema Aquatic Center.  The 
women beat the Thunder by a 
narrow 10-point margin, 147-
137, and the men won by score 
of 169-129.

For the women, it was a nip and 
tuck affair with Wheaton.  Calvin 
was led by juniors Stephanie Fox 
and Elizabeth Counsell.  Fox 
claimed two individual events.  
She won the 100-freestyle and the 
200-freestyle in times of 0:55.02 
and 1:57.95, respectively.  She also 
swam the leadoff leg of Calvin’s 
victorious 200-medley relay, 
and she anchored the winning 
400-freestyle relay team as well.  
Counsell also swam on the med-
ley relay.  She won two individual 
events as well: the 200-breast-
stroke and the 100-breaststroke.  
She finished runner-up to team-
mate Alexi Scott in the 200-IM 
as well.  Calvin was solid in the 
dives as well, taking home both 
titles.  Sam Klaasen placed first 
at the 3-meter height and Rebecca 
Mumby won the -meter event.

Calvin’s men had a more com-

fortable day, securing a 40 point 
win.  They got off to a great start 
when they won the 200-med-
ley relay.  Then junior Mathias 
Bares showed off his stamina 
by winning the 1000-yard free-
style swim in a time of 10:21.47, 
which was 14 seconds ahead 
of Wheaton’s top competitor.  
Bares also took second in the 
500-free.  Calvin ran off several 
more event victories.  Senior Ross 
Battoclette led a 1-2-3 Calvin 
sweep of the 200-free.  He also 
comfortably won the 100-free, 
and was a part of both of Calvin’s 
winning relays - the 200-med-
ley relay and the 400-free relay.  
   Bat toclet te’s performance 
prompted coach Dan Geldrloos 
to comment, “[Ross] lead the 
charge for us, in the 200-free 
and the 100-free.  He really set 
the tone.”  Sophomore Peter 
Johnson also was a double event 
winner individually.  He captured 
the top spot in both the 100-and 
200-backstroke.  Sophomore 
standout Andrew Krafft won 
both diving events handily for 
Calvin as well.  

Up next, the Knights wil l 
hope to continue their success on 
Friday at Wayne State University  
before dueling with Hope in 
Holland Saturday afternoon.  
The meet with Hope will be the 
first MIAA action this season for 
both teams.   

PHOTOS BY JOSH YONKER

Calvin claimed the MIAA championship with a win 
over Hope in the fi nals on Saturday.

The Knights are heading into the NCAA D-III Tournament ranked number one nationally 
with a perfect 31-0 record. They will host the regional competition tonight and tomrrow.

Swim/dive teams prevail

Volleyball continues streak, clinches MIAA with tournament victories

MIAA 2nd team
Sam Kerk – cross country (So)
Kevin Peterson – cross country (Jr)
Alyssa Oram – cross country (So)
Dave Sarkipato – golf (Jr)
Carlia Canto – golf (So)
Elise Doezema – golf (Jr)
Danielle Carter – soccer (So)
Erin VanderPlas – volleyball (Sr)
Renee DeHaan – volleyball (Sr)
Mike Dolan – soccer (Jr)
Justin Ahearne – soccer (Sr)
Chris Nance – soccer (Jr)
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BY MAX HARDEN
Staff Writer

Last Thursday, Mitch McGary, 
a five-star prospect and the num-
ber two player in the country 
according to ESPNU’s Top 100 
and Scout.com, committed to 
Michigan during a press confer-
ence televised live on ESPNU. 
The Chesterton, Indiana native 
chose Michigan over both Florida 
and Duke. 

“I’m going to Ann Arbor, 
M i c h i g a n  [ t o ]  b e c o m e  a 
Wolverine,” McGary said on 
ESPNU’s “Recruiting Nation” 
about his plan to enroll for the fall 
of 2012. “I felt most comfortable 
being there. I trusted the coaches 
most out of any of the coaching 
staffs, and I could talk to them 

Hoops phenom’s commitment signals return to relevance for UM
about anything. I know they’re on 
the rise again and I feel like I can 
build that program up and make 
an impact my freshman year.”

McGary couldn’t be more right 
about the word impact. No one 
on Michigan’s roster has the com-
bination of size, athleticism and 
skill that the 6-foot-10 power for-
ward/center possesses. McGary’s 
stock went through the roof last 
summer after he dominated the 
Amateur Athletic Union circuit 
for the Sport Youth Foundation 
Players.

Landing McGary was nothing 
short of a steal for the Michigan 
program. He’s the highest-rated re-
cruit to commit to the Wolverines 
since LaVell Blanchard in 1999, 
and could be the most dynamic 
Michigan player since Detroit 
native Chris Webber, part of 

the famed Fab 5, changed the 
basketball landscape 20 years 
ago. McGary adds a punctua-
tion mark to an already solid 
2012 recruiting class, joining best 
friend and AAU teammate Glenn 
Robinson III and Canadian for-
ward Nick Stauskas. ESPN.com 
now ranks Michigan fifth in its 
2012 recruiting rankings, after 
not even being in the top 25 
before McGary committed. The 
Wolverines also already have 
four commits for 2013. McGary’s 
decision could also have a lasting 
impact on Michigan’s recruiting 
for years to come, as other top-
level recruits could be attracted 
to Michigan because of McGary.

McGary’s commitment also 
shows that Michigan head coach 
John Beilein has the ability to 
attract top talent to a “sleeping 

giant” program like Michigan. 
Michigan’s program took a huge 
hit in the mid-90s with the Chris 
Webber/Ed Martin money scan-
dal, and is only now starting to 
recover from it. The climb back 
to prominence has been so long 
that our generation doesn’t really 
have a memory of Michigan as a 
hardwood power, a program that 
proudly boasts Final Four appear-
ances in the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s 
and 1990s. 

But before McGary can suit up 
for the Maize and Blue in 2012, 
the 2011 Wolverines will take to 
the court and try to build on their 
successful 2010 season, which 
saw them sweep the season series 
with Michigan State for the first 
time since 1997, and a near-upset 
over Duke in the second round 
of the NCAA Tournament. The 

Wolverines are ranked 18th in 
the preseason polls, and look to 
build off last year’s success with a 
return to the NCAA Tournament 
with sophomore Tim Hardaway 
Jr. and senior Zach Novak lead-
ing the way. Despite not even 
stepping foot on campus yet for 
his freshman year, McGary has 
already made his intentions clear:

“I’d like to bring a national 
championship to Ann Arbor next 
year.” 

If Hardaway Jr. doesn’t leave 
for the NBA after this season, 
Michigan will probably be a top-
five or ten team with McGary at 
power forward. After a decade 
of mediocrity, the Wolverines 
look poised to r ise f rom the 
ashes and reclaim their spot 
as a basketbal l power, with 
Mitch McGary leading the way.

Men’s Basketball
Outlook: The men’s basket-

ball team is short on varsity 
experience this year, but it is 
very tall. In fact, 12 of the play-
ers are at least 6’4” and six are 
6’7” or bigger. Last season 21 
out of 28 games were decided 
in the final two minutes. They 
will need to work on keeping 
hold of the lead, but they are 
still very versatile. They will 
look to Tom Snikkers to lead 
the team, but because they only 
have one senior on the squad 
this year, they will be strong 
for the next couple of years.
Key Returners: 

Bryan Powell (Jr)
Brian Haverdink (Sr)
Mitch Vallie (So)
Tom Snikkers (Jr)
Nate Van Eck (Jr)
Tyler Kruis (So)
Matt DeBoer (Jr)

Key Losses:
Danny Rodts
Brent Schuster
Trent Salo
Brad Schnyders
Jordan Brink 
  (out due to injury)

Schedule:
Nov. 15 at Anderson
Nov. 18 vs. Grace Bible 
Nov. 19 Calvin Tip-Off  

 Tourney 
Nov. 23 vs. Finlandia
Nov. 25 at Cornerstone
Nov. 26 vs. Aquinas at  

 Cornerstone
Dec. 2 vs. Carthage
Dec. 3 vs. Wheaton
Dec. 10 vs. Trinity Christian
Dec. 29 in Washington
Dec. 30 in Washington
Jan. 4 at Adrian
Jan. 7 vs. Albion
Jan. 11 vs. Kalamazoo
Jan. 14 at Alma

Jan. 18 at Hope
Jan. 21 vs. Trine
Jan. 25 vs. Olivet
Jan. 28 vs. Adrian
Feb. 1 at Albion
Feb. 4 at Kalamazoo
Feb. 8 vs. Alma
Feb. 11 vs. Hope
Feb. 15 at Trine
Feb. 18 at Olivet
Feb. 24 MIAA Tournament  

 Semifinals
Feb. 25 MIAA Tournament  

 Finals

Women’s Basketball
Outlook: The women’s basket-

ball team is looking amazing this 
year. They only graduated two 
players from last year’s team and 
are returning all their starters. 
Carissa Verkaik will be the major 
factor of this year’s team. She has 
been MIAA MVP the past two 
years, and she is set to break many 

records in the next year. The ques-
tion is when. This year the team 
is focusing on stronger post play. 
Key Returners:

Carissa Verkaik (Jr)
Kelsey Irwin (Jr)
Leah Mattson (Sr)
Kirstin Tripp (So)
Jill Thomas (Sr)
Logan Marsh (Jr)
Courtney Kurncz (Sr)
Ally Wolffis (Jr)
Julia Hilbrands (Jr)                             

Key Losses:
Allie Duernberger
Leah Morrison
Heather DeKleine (Jr)  

           (out due to injury)
Schedule:

Nov. 15 at Manchester
Nov. 18 at Anderson U.    

 Tournament 
Nov. 19 at Anderson U.  

 Tournament 
Nov. 25 at Siena Heights  

 Tournament 

Nov. 26 at Siena Heights  
 Tournament 

Nov. 30 at Albion
Dec. 3 vs. Adrian
Dec. 7 at Trine
Dec. 17 vs. Olivet
Dec. 30 at Wisconsin-  

 LaCrosse
Dec. 31 at Luther
Jan. 4 at Kalamazoo
Jan. 7 vs. Hope
Jan. 11 vs. Alma
Jan. 14 at Rochester
Jan. 18 at Saint Mary’s 
Jan. 21 at Adrian
Jan. 25 vs. Albion
Jan. 28 vs. Trine
Feb. 1 at Alma
Feb. 4 at Hope
Feb. 8 vs. Kalamazoo
Feb. 11 at Olivet
Feb. 15 vs. Saint Mary’s
Feb. 23 MIAA   

          Tournament Semifinals
Feb. 25 MIAA        

          Tournament Finals

BY JOSH YONKER
Sports Co-Editor

After securing at least a share 
of the MIAA championship two 
weeks ago against Albion, the 
men’s soccer team closed out their 
regular season in Alma on Nov. 2.

Despite a strong start, the 
Knights began trailing 1-0 after 
just 14 minutes when Alma took 
advantage of a foul by Calvin 
and shot the free kick past junior 
keeper Michael Dolan. Calvin 
fought back 14 minutes later and 
evened up the score on a corner 
kick. Freshman Dino Duratovic 
crossed the corner into the middle 
of the field where he found senior 
Tyler Vegter, who headed the ball 
into the back of the net for a 1-1 
tie. Calvin struck again with only 
five seconds remaining in the first 
half, once again converting off a 
corner kick. Vegter headed the 

ball to junior Nick Holtrop, who 
shot it into the top right corner 
of the net for a 2-1 Calvin lead at 
half time.

Eight minutes into the second, 
Calvin struck for the third time, 
once again taking advantage of 
a corner kick, this time with the 
combo of junior Chris Nance and 
senior Justin Ahearne. Nance 
crossed the corner to Ahearne, 
who headed the ball into the net 
for a 3-1 lead.

Seven minutes late r,  t he 
Knights scored their fourth and 
f inal goal. Nance once again 
sent a beautiful cross down the 
field, which was picked up by 
sophomore Zach Willis. Willis’ 
initial shot was blocked by Alma’s 
keeper, but Willis sent the re-
bound in. The score remained 
4-1 until three minutes before the 
end when Alma scored its second 
goal, a goal that would prove to 
useless as the final buzzer sound-

ed, giving the Knights a 4-2 vic-
tory in their final regular season 
game. Dolan made three saves in 
the game while sophomore Mirza 
Harambasic made one.

On Nov. 4, Calvin hosted the 
MIAA tournament, taking on 
Olivet in the first round. The 
Knights looked to avenge their 
previous 1-0 loss to Olivet just a 
week before, but came up short 
once again. Despite outshoot-
ing Olivet 16-9 in the game, the 
Knights fell in the first round, 
once again losing 1-0 in a defen-
sive battle. The game proved to 
be fierce and competitive as there 
were a total of 31 fouls called, 
16 for Calvin and 15 for Olivet. 
Olivet scored its sole goal just 10 
minutes into the game. Keeper 
Dolan made one save for Calvin. 
The loss ended Calvin’s regular 
season with a 15-5-1 record.

Despite not winning the MIAA 
tournament and receiving the au-

BY JON BREEMS
Staff Writer

It was a rough weekend for 
head coach Mike Petrusma’s 
team.

The Calvin’s men’s hockey 
team lost twice against fellow 
Metropolitan Collegiate Hockey 
Conferance opponent Davenport, 
2-6 on Friday and 1-4 on Saturday. 
The losses bring their season re-
cord to 8-3.

Friday’s match looked promis-
ing for the Knights as they jumped 
out to a quick 1-0 lead on a goal 
only 36 seconds into the game. 
However, the game would be all 
Davenport from that point on as 
the Panthers scored six straight 
goals including two goals in the 
third period only seconds apart. 

“Davenport has a lot of speed,” 

said coach Petrusma following 
the game “That was the fastest 
team we’ve seen this season”. 

Calvin would not score again 
until the final two minutes of 
the match when the game was 
already thoroughly out of reach, 
losing 6-2.

Saturday night Davenport 
grabbed an early lead, scoring in 
the first 40 seconds of the game 
to go up 1-0.  

Later in the period, with each 
team down a man following pen-
alties to both teams, the Knights  
responded with a goal of their 
own to tie the game 1-1. Senior 
captain Chuck Hof bauer sent 
a pass across the front of the 
net to sophomore Brent Harris 
who slipped the puck around 
Dave npor t  goa l ie  A nd re w 
Habasevich for his seventh goal 
of the season. 

Unfortunately for the Knights, 
Harris’ goal would be the last 
time they found the back of the 
net that night.

The tied score was short-lived 
as Davenport would respond 
with a goal of its own in the first 
period’s seventh minute to take a 
2-1 lead over Calvin. The period 
ended with Davenport outshoot-
ing the Knights 15-7.

Calvin was plagued by penal-
ties in the game’s second period, 
as four different Knights saw time 
in the penalty box.

“We took way too many penal-
ties this weekend because of their 
speed,” said Petrusma.

Four minutes, 42 seconds into 
the second period, the Panthers 
would score their third goal to 
take a 3-1 lead. 

Calvin, however, responded 
quickly with a goal only minutes 

later, despite being a man down. 
Senior Mike Berkel broke away 
from two Davenport defenders 
to find him alone with Panther 
goalie Habasevich, but he was 
unable to capitalize with a goal. 
Fellow Calvin senior Reed Loney 
found himself with a similar op-
portunity on a breakaway later in 
the period, but the Knights’ woes 
continued as Loney was unable to 
find the back of the net. 

Davenport extended its lead 
to three goals with two minutes 
remaining in the period on a put 
back to go up 4-1.

Neither squad scored in a third 
period characterized by defense 
and physical play. Things got 
testy between the two teams in 
the game’s final minutes, culmi-
nating with two player ejections. 

The Knights were outshot in 
the loss by the Panthers 39-21. 

Calvin sophomore goalkeeper 
Trevor Boardway would record 
33 saves for the game.

Coach Petrusma acknowl-
edged his team’s lack of offensive 
production.“We’ve struggled to 
score the last few games so it 
looks to me that the guys are grip-
ping the stick a little too tight,” 
he said. “Scoring is a matter of 
confidence, and I think we’re 
struggling with that right now.”

However, he did see some 
encouraging signs from his team 
and vowed that Davenport would 
not repeat their performance the 
next time around. Petrusma said, 
“I know we can play with them,”  
“If we play them in the playoffs it 
will be different.”

The Knights’ next match 
is tonight at 8:00 p.m. against 
Ket ter ing University at the 
Eagles Ice Center.

tomatic bid to the NCAA D-III 
tournament, Calvin was still able 
to secure an at-lar ge bid into the 

tournament. Calvin will be taking 
on Carthage (14-5) tonight at 6 
p.m. in Dubuque, Iowa. 

Calvin suffered a defeat in the fi rst round of the MIAA Tourney.

Hockey swept by Davenport, losing streak now at three

2011-2012 men’s and women’s basketball previews

Men’s soccer falls in fi rst round of MIAA, still headed to NCAA tourney

PHOTO BY JESS KOSTER
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From the Editor

According to the American Tract Society, there are more conversions to Christ by 
the use of tracts on Halloween than there are during any other holiday.

-Connor Sterchi, “Halloween,” p. 15

BY KAYLA VANDERPLOEG
Staff Writer

When I was preparing to come 
to move to Calvin my freshman 
year, I remember talking with 
my family and my relatives, jok-
ingly saying that when I came to 
Calvin I’d have to choose one of 
two things: getting good grades or 
having a social life. We all kind 
of laughed about it and dismissed 
it as a joke, but as things become 
progressively more hectic and I 
try to balance classes, extracur-
riculars and time to just relax, I’m 
starting to believe in that distinc-
tion more and more.

T houg h I  fee l  t h i s  over-
whelming pressure at Calvin, 
this isn’t just a problem here.  
According to the National Center 
for Education Statistics, about 
57 percent of the students en-
rolled in a four-year college won’t  
complete their degree within six 
years at that school. Why is the 
national retention rate so low? 
I’d say it’s because pressure is 
too high.

I can remember being handed 
a sheet of paper in seventh grade 
where I needed to write down 
what I was going to do for the 
rest of my life based on my cur-
rent interests, and I was told that 
I needed to have it all figured out. 
That’s ridiculous. Most people 
don’t have these issues sorted out 
when they’re 20 years old, much 
less when they’re 13. There’s a 
whole range of career fields and 
interests that you don’t even know 
are actual jobs at that age. These 
same kinds of pressures carry over 
into college. It’s okay to go into 
college not knowing what you’re 
going to do, but you’d better hurry 
up and make a decision because 
you’ll need to declare your major 
really soon if you want to gradu-
ate on time. You want to change 
your major? Better drop out and 
start over: you’re going to be in 
school for the rest of your life.  
How disappointing.

You need experience in your 
field when it’s hard enough to 
find a minimum wage summer 
job. You need to study for hours 
after each class to get acceptable 
enough grades to keep up your 
scholarship, but you also need 
to work all evening so you can 
afford to keep going here. All 
your friends are on track to gradu-
ate early, but you just switched 
majors and all those classes you 
took don’t really count for much 
anymore. Oh and by the way, 
that 10-page midterm you forgot 

about? You have two days to start 
and finish it.

When things become over-
whelming, it’s almost easier to 
just give up. It’s easier to become 
disengaged and just drop ev-
erything than to gradually fall 
behind and fail to meet expecta-
tions. You go off to college and 
everyone tells you that you’re a 
student, and they present this big 
glossy picture of who and what 
you should be. 

But you aren’t a student; you’re 
a person. You can’t schedule and 
plan out every minute of your life 
because life just isn’t plan-able. 
You’re going to get bad grades 
sometimes, but that’s okay be-
cause learning isn’t about getting 
perfect grades. If everything you 
do turns out perfect the first time 
you do it, then you didn’t learn 
anything; you already knew what 
you were doing. You can’t be the 
perfect picture of productivity 
because people get lonely, people 
get hungry, people get tired. It’s 
just part of the human experience, 
and to have that kind of perfec-
tion, to be able to hold all that in 
your arms without wobbling a 
bit or even falling over, is almost 
dehumanizing.

It’s important to learn, it’s 
important to grow, it’s impor-
tant to look ahead at the pos-
sibilities of the future. But quite 
frankly, that’s only a tiny part 
of what life is, who you are. 
People always wonder about the 
meaning of life, and I’ll be ut-
terly shocked if it’s to turn your-
self into a machine. I’m willing  
to bet that for most of us, the 
most beautiful or meaningful mo-
ment in our lives will not be fill-
ing out scholarship applications 
and registering for those class-
es we need to get into in order  
to graduate.

I don’t think this is something 
that Calvin College alone can 
change. Maybe we can put a 
little more emphasis on the big-
ger picture and less on GPA. But 
this is the kind of problem that 
needs a massive social shift in 
perspective. It’ll probably take 
a while, but for now I’ll leave 
some encouragement for you:  
My cousin changed majors her 
senior year and is now a professor 
at a university in Ohio; another 
cousin almost dropped out of col-
lege because of stress and is now 
a doctor of pharmacy; and my 
dad failed out of Calvin College 
his freshman year and he’s now a 
senior engineer for Whirlpool. So 
don’t worry: They ended up okay, 
and you will too.

There has been some dis-
cussion in Chimes concern-
ing what I consider to be the 
college’s greatest challenge 
this year — the selec t ion 
of a new Calvin president. 
This decision holds so much 
weight that it’s been difficult 
for me to form meaningful 
thoughts about it. But I can 
wait no longer. Anonymous  
sources have told me that the 
search committee is begin-
ning to narrow the f ield of 
candidates, so it’s time to let 
them know what is important 
to each of us. Here are my  
two cents.

A college exists first and 
foremost for its students. Am 
I right? I think that statement 
is hard to disagree with. A 
college’s primary goal should 
be to educate and care for its 
students. If you disagree, you 
should probably just stop read-
ing right now.

A worrying trend I’ve no-
ticed over the past couple of 
years (at Calvin and beyond) 
is the tendency for colleges 
and universities to forget about 
their students. They get so 
wrapped up in funding, re-
search, educational philosophy 
and capital improvements that 
they fail to put students’ needs 
at the forefront. 

So what Calvin needs in a 
president is someone who is 
concerned firstly about the stu-
dent body. I want a president 
who values me as a person, 
as a student who deserves the 
best. I want a president who 

advocates for my welfare amidst 
the poor economy, demanding 
community members and rogue 
faculty. I want a president who 
makes Calvin College a place 
where I feel valued.

W hat  shou ld  t h i s  p re s i -
dent do to make sure I am 
well cared for? He should put  
learning first — that means hiring 
and retaining qualified profes-
sors who are passionate about 
their subjects. She should ensure 
that I am financially comfort-
able at school — this means 
keeping tuition reasonable and 
offering a lot of scholarships. 
He should also make certain 
that I am nurtured as a person 
at Calvin — that means keep-
ing the spiritual, residence and 
student life departments in good  
working order.

I think Calvin needs a change. 
President Byker has put in a lot 
of years of work and service into 
making Calvin what it is today, 
but we need a few of the things 
that he is not. What I really long 
for is a president who communi-
cates well with the student body. 
I want to know what the president 
does. I want her to speak frankly 
and personally to every incom-
ing freshman class, introducing 
herself, explaining her role and 
opening her door to dialogue 
with all students. I want him to 
send a quarterly or semester-ly 
email outlining a few of Calvin’s 
current issues. I want to see the 
president as a human, not just a 
figurehead living in a big house 
on campus.

I can count on one hand the 

number of t imes I’ve seen 
President Byker in person, 
and even then it’s always from 
a distance (on the stage at 
commencement, for example). 
This summer, I saw a news 
story about the president of 
Grand Valley helping fresh-
men move into the dorms. 
Why can’t the president of 
Calvin, a much smaller and 
more inter-connected school, 
do the same? I believe one of 
President Byker’s best mo-
ments as a president was jump-
ing into the sem pond in the 
middle of winter with us. That 
is a leader. That is someone 
who wants to commune with 
the people he represents. That 
is a human.

Am I being selfish? Is all 
you’ve heard for this entire 
editorial “I want, I want?” 
Perhaps. But isn’t it the prima-
ry goal of a college to educate 
and care for its students?

Am I asking for too much? 
Probably. I don’t have the 
slightest clue what other re-
sponsibilities the president 
has (whether or not that’s my 
fault is up for debate), though I 
am sure they are innumerable  
and difficult. 

Nevertheless, I urge the 
search committee to consider 
students when selecting our 
next president. We are the 
heart, the soul, the lifeblood 
of Calvin College. To use the 
infamous QUEST phrase, 
“We are Calvin College.” Find 
us someone with compassion 
and a vision for a happier stu-
dent body. Find us someone  
with humanity.

~ajz

BY CHRISTINE BENNETT
Staff Writer

A friend once pointed out to 
me that it made perfect sense 
for the Scientific Revolution to 
happen in Europe and not, say, 
China. This was not a comment 
on the abilities of different people, 
but was more a musing on the 
difference of languages. Most 
European languages, coming 
from a common ancestor, share 
the characteristic of inf lection, 
that is, changing a word to re-
f lect difference in meaning. An 
English example would be “eat” 
and “ate,” in which the vowel is 
changed to denote difference in 
tense. Another example would 
be “cat” and “cats,” in which an 
“s” is added to make it plural. 
Inf lection allows a language to 
become specific (though English 
may be less so than its cousins). 
My friend thus supposed that 
such precision in language, thus 
precision in thought, encouraged 
the advances in science. 

Chinese, on the other hand, 
has no inf lection to speak of. 
In fact, it is a rather imprecise 
language (though this is not at 
all to its discredit). Oftentimes 
entire words need to be added to 
a sentence to specify the number 
of something or the tense of an 
action. (Tense tends to be espe-
cially imprecise in Chinese as 
compared with Indo-European 
languages.) My friend would 
argue that this relatively low 
precision of the language would 
have hindered it from a Scientific 
Revolution of similar nature. 

The idea that language influ-
ences thought, or vice versa, is 
known as language relativity. 
Though rarely do people take it 
to such lengths as to explain the 
Scientific Revolution, the theory 
has been around since the 19th 
century. In the 1960s it suffered 

a brief neglect due to the beliefs 
concerning the universal nature 
of language, but regained popu-
larity in the 1980s. 

One of the more common ex-
amples of language relativity is 
color. The more names there are 
for varying shades of colors in a 
language, the more easily a per-
son differentiates between them. 
That is not to say that a person 
cannot see the difference between 
colors, but that giving names to 
the different shades simply makes 
it easier for the mind to process. 
It is interesting that blue is one of 
the “newest” colors, only recently 
gaining its own name in many 
languages, including Chinese. 
It was formerly perceived as ei-
ther a shade of green, or merely 
that great emptiness above our 
heads. After all, there is very 
little in the natural world which is  
colored blue. 

More significant inf luences 
of language may revolve around 
necessary or voluntary informa-
tion. In English, for example, it 
is necessary to specify whether 
a noun is singular or plural, or 
whether a person is male or fe-
male. One can say “he walked 
into the room,” but not “it walked 
into the room” when referring 
to a person. In other languages, 
such specification is unnecessary. 
As Lera Boroditsky pointed out 
in her article “How Language 
Shapes Thought,” such need-to-
know information can affect what 
information our minds retain. 
She pointed out that English 
focuses greatly on the agent, the 
subject of an active sentence, 
to the point of detesting passive 
sentences. Japanese, however, is 
much less likely to focus on the 
agent, especially if the action is 
accidental. 

Let’s say John was running 
through the house and knocked 
the vase over. In English we 
would say “John broke the vase,” 

Cool core classes  
central to cultured

Christian community of
Calvin College 

Dear Editor, 
Regarding the article written 

by Josh Ngenda on the topic of 
core classes, I cannot agree more 
with his position. I consider 
Calvin to be a “Christian liberal 
arts” college, two descriptors that 
are linked more intimately than 
one may think. An education in 
the liberal arts provides us with 
tools of knowledge with which 
we can better understand God’s 
creation and relate to people 
with different backgrounds than 
our own. 

I love the classes in my biology 
major, but I can honestly say that 
my three favorite classes at Calvin 
thus far have been core classes 
(visual rhetoric, Dutch language 
and fly fishing). Core classes give 

us the unique opportunity to ex-
plore life outside of our major(s) 
and become acquainted with 
many wonderful professors, and I 
would never consider core classes 
to be a waste of time. 

There’s more to life than earn-
ing a degree in order to pursue a 
career. First and foremost, we are 
called to glorify God in all that we 
do, and core classes open us up to 
the many different ways in which 
we can glorify God; it would 
be a shame to deprive students 
of this unique gift. And as for 
me, I am deeply indebted (liter-
ally and figuratively) to Calvin’s 
curriculum and professors for 
fantastically enriching my life. 
Thank you. Now my only hope 
is that the administration and 
faculty rule more wisely on this 
ridiculous proposal than did the 
majority of our student senators.

Jake Zwart, ’12 

while in Japanese it would be 
something more like “the vase 
was broken.” In an experiment 
that Boroditsky and her col-
league conducted, she showed 
Americans and Japanese alike 
short videos of people popping 
balloons, spilling drinks, or 
other similar actions. In cases 
where the action was inten-
tional, both Americans and 
Japanese could easily identify 
the person who did it. When 
the action was accidental, 
however, Japanese participants 
had a harder time remember-
ing the agent. 

Language definitely inf lu-
ences the way we think in 
many subtle ways, and dif-
ferent languages in different 
manners. There is no better 
or worse language, since a 
language’s strength in one 
area is its weakness in another. 
Chinese may be imprecise, yet 
for its very ambiguity it is a 
beautifully poetic language, 
and wordplay is more com-
mon and vibrant than it is  
in English. 

One of Calvin’s core require-
ments is a second language. 
While many think that this is 
burdensome and even mean-
ingless, I would point out that 
a second language is a whole 
new way of thinking. Learning 
the underlying principles and 
the fascinating nuances of a 
foreign tongue opens a new 
window from which to see 
the world. Though knowing 
a new language is certainly 
not necessary in many fields 
of study, it is definitely helpful 
in that it not only enables us 
to understand another peo-
ple and culture and thought,  
but that it also enables us to 
understand ourselves better, 
both the way we think and the 
way we use our own language 
of English. 

Students still human

Letter to the editor

Personal growth matters more than grades

Foreign language core expands minds
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BY CYNTHIA KUK 
Alumnus Contributor

I am writing in response to 
Christine Bennett’s Op-Ed piece 
“Domestic helpers unfairly treat-
ed” published in Chimes on Oct. 
14. Bennett’s piece was on the 
situation of Southeast-Asian 
domestic helpers in Hong Kong, 
which I find myself cannot totally 
agree with her viewpoint, stating 
how domestic helpers are “un-
fairly treated.” 

I was born and raised in Hong 
Kong, and my family hired our 
current domestic helper Fely 
back when I was four. She has 
been with us for 21 years since. 
While I agree better laws should 
be in place to protect the domestic 
helpers in Hong Kong, I strongly 
disagree how Bennett’s article 
compared the domestic helper 
industry with “The Help” and 
almost presented it as a modern 
day slave trade. 

To begin with, I would explain 
Hong Kong job situation. Most 
of Hong Kong low income jobs 
pay very little. In fact, my first 
summer job paid me $2.50 USD 
an hour, and that is an average 
hourly paid for fast food restau-
rant or a book store. With the 
newly installed minimum wages 
in 2011, the hourly paid is now 
$3.80 an hour. People in Hong 
Kong are also accustomed to long 
working hours.

My father, whose job is sup-
posed to be eight hours a day, 
typically works 10 to 12 days. 
My mother used to bring home-
work and work past midnight 
before she retired. My parents 
are both government employees 
and have better job security than 

the average workforce, but yet, 
that amount of workload is their 
typical day. So you can easily 
imagine what kind of lives normal 
Hong Kong workers are leading. 
Not to mention that most Hong 
Kong people have to a work 
half day every other weekend.  
    To provide an even better sup-
port for my argument, I also want 
to explain a bit about the Hong 
Kong property market. My par-
ents own an apartment, which is 
around 1,300 square feet, located 
in the crowded city and is cur-
rently worth $1 million. In fact, to 
buy a 400-square-foot apartment 
in one of the worst neighborhood 
in Hong Kong, for a 20-25 year 
old person earning an average 
salary (approx. $1,000-$1,100), it 
would still take 400 years even 
if he or she saves up every single 
dime. With this background 
information provided, now let’s 
take a look at the domestic helper 
situation, and whether it is com-
pletely unfair for them.

While $460 a month may ap-
pear to be very low at first glance, 
once you put other living ex-
penses into consideration, it is 
an adequate income. Domestic 
helpers do not have to pay for rent, 
utilizes, insurances and medical 
expenses. While all other Hong 
Kong working class pays a large 
chunk of their salary into the 
above expenses, which can easily 
add up to at least $1,000 dollars 
a month. Other than that, they 
are also not required to pay for 
meals and daily transportation 
as the costs are mostly covered 
by their employers in the form of 
allowances. Considering all these 
factors, domestic helpers’ income 
is actually comparable to that of a 
U.S. minimum wage worker even 

with the long working hours. In 
addition, compare to a minimum 
wage worker in Hong Kong who 
earn $608 a month (40 hour work 
week); rent alone would have 
covered the difference between 
a Hong Kong minimum wage 
worker and a domestic helper. 
In fact, for the poorest in Hong 
Kong, renting just a slum room 
with less than 100 square feet 
would already cost $500 a month. 
So, is their $460 wage unfair? I 
don’t think so. 

Being a domestic helper may 
not be a desirable job, especially 
since one has to be so far away 
from one’s family. However, $460 
a month of largely disposable 
income is not a bad deal. In ad-
dition, keep in mind most of this 
sum of money will be transferred 
back to their home countries, 
where the living standards is 
much lower. In 2009, the income 
sent home by domestic workers 
constituted about 10 percent of 
the Philippines’ annual GDP. 
Their countries need this income 
as much as we need their help at 
home. 

The main reason why so many 
Southeast Asians seek jobs in 
Hong Kong is due to the weak 
economy in their home coun-
tries. As sad as it sound, for most 
Southeast Asian women, regard-
less of education, the highest pay-
ing job is to be a domestic helper 
in Hong Kong. The domestic 
helpers’ industry in Hong Kong 
is not an exploitation, but simply 
demand and supply. Through 
these 21 years with my family, 
Fely was able to put her three kids 
through college, buy a house and 
own a small farm. She would be 
the first one to tell you she could 
not have done all these if she had 

BY CONNOR STERCHI
Staff Writer

Halloween has been both em-
braced and condemned through-
out the history of Christianity. 
Some Christians have totally de-
nounced it as a pagan holiday rid-
den with witchcraft, sorcery and 
other evils strictly forbidden by 
the Bible. Others see it as a prime 
opportunity for evangelism. But 
whether or not Christians should 
recognize it remains an unre-
solved question in the Christian 
community.

Let’s take a look at the his-
tory of Halloween. The ancient 
Celtic festival of Samhain took 
place on Nov. 1. This Celtic New 
Year’s festival celebrated the 
harvest and the end of summer. 
The Celts thought that on this 
day the evil entities of the dead-
ghosts, ghouls, goblins, witches, 
fairies and evil spirits-would 
interact with the living. Masks 
and costumes were worn and 
bonfires were lit in an attempt 
to ward off and disillusion the 
evil spirits. They believed that 
spirits were earthbound until they 
were given suitable sendoffs (i.e. 
treats, food, drink, possessions). 
The spirits who weren’t fittingly 
“treated” would “trick” those 
who ignored them. Another way 
thought to keep the spirits at bay 
was by carving out monstrous 
faces on gourds and lighting a 
candle inside (which later became 
jack-o-lanterns, from the legend 
of Stingy Jack who tricked the 
Devil).

Pope Boniface IV designated 
Nov. 1. as All Saints’ Day as a 
substitute for the pagan holiday 
of Samhain. All Souls’ Day took 
place on Nov. 2. Eventually these 
days were combined to make 
Hallowmas, or All Saints’ Day. 
“Halloween” is derived from “All 
Hallows Eve,” which means “holy 
evening.” Martin Luther posted 
his 95 theses on All Hallow’s Eve 

(the day before All Saints’ Day), 
which became Reformation Day, 
coinciding with Halloween.

So what should the Christian 
response be to this holiday with 
pagan roots? Avoidance, fear 
or engagement? I think the an-
swer lies somewhere in between. 
Halloween is an apt time for 
evangelism. What other time of 
the year is your house visited by 
legions of strangers and children?

Of course, the evil aspects 
of Halloween are to be avoided 
entirely. “There shall not be 
found among you anyone who 
makes his son or his daughter 
pass through the fire, one who 
uses divination, one who prac-
tices witchcraft, or one who inter-
prets omens, or a sorcerer, or one 
who casts a spell, or a medium, 
or a spiritist, or one who calls 
up the dead. For whoever does 
these things is detestable to the 
LORD” (Deut. 18:10-12, NASB). 
In the Old Testament, witchcraft 
was punishable by death (Exodus 
22:18; Leviticus 19:31; 20:6, 27). 
These evil facets of Halloween are 
to be avoided. But the traditions 
of trick-or-treating, dressing up in 
costumes, pumpkin carving and 
bobbing for apples aren’t inher-
ently evil. 

There are Christ ians who 
denounce Halloween because 
of its pagan origins. But even 
Christmas and Easter, two of the 
most hallowed days of the year 
commemorating two of the most 
significant dates in history (the 
birth and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ) are interspersed with 
pagan origins. This doesn’t mean 
these days are evil and that we 
should reject them. For the first 
few centuries Christmas wasn’t 
on Dec. 25; it wasn’t even cel-
ebrated at all. The first Christmas 
celebration on Dec. 25 took place 
in C.E. 336. The reason for Dec. 
25? It is thought that Christ was 
born sometime in the spring. The 
date Dec. 25 was commandeered 
by church leaders and became the 

date celebrating Christ’s birth in 
order to eclipse the pagan tradi-
tions celebrated on Dec 25, such 
as the winter solstice and the 
Roman festival “Natalis solis in-
victi” (“birth of the unconquered 
sun”). Bell ringing, caroling, hol-
ly, mistletoe and other Christmas 
traditions have pagan roots. But 
this doesn’t mean these traditions 
are evil today.

 “Easter,” the name of the 
Christian holiday celebrating 
Christ’s resurrection, comes from 
Eostre, the Teutonic goddess 
of spring and fertility. This is 
where the traditions of the Easter 
Bunny and Easter eggs come 
from (Eostre’s symbols were the 
hare and the egg, which represent 
fertility). However, these pagan 
roots and elements of Easter do 
not necessitate that Christians 
discount the holiday or discredit 
harmless traditions like Easter 
egg hunting, nor does it diminish 
Easter’s true current meaning and 
significance (Christ’s resurrec-
tion). Christmas and Easter are 
first and foremost about the birth 
and resurrection (respectively) of 
Jesus Christ. The various innocu-
ous traditions that accompany 
the holidays of Christmas, Easter 
and Halloween don’t have to be 
abandoned by Christians because 
of their pagan beginnings.

Halloween can be a great op-
portunity for Christians to show 
that we are in the world but not 
of the world. It’s a great chance 
to evangelize and pass out a tract 
to trick-or-treaters (along with 
candy, of course). In his article 
on Christianity Today, Anderson 
M. Rearick III wrote, “In any 
event, I doubt the anti-Halloween 
party will prevail. This tactic was 
tried before — with Christmas. 
In the 17th century, because of 
its pagan ancestry and because 
it was a Roman Catholic holiday 
(Christ-mass!), many Protestants 
decided that true believers should 
not recognize Christmas. In 1620 
our pilgrim forefathers purposely 

stayed in the Philippines. She 
is not being exploited; she just 
decided to make a very difficult 
and brave choice to support her 
family distantly. 

Some may say it’s not a to-
tal fair trade because they are 
overqualified for domestic work, 
yes, but that is simply a sad fact 
for bad economic times. I knew 
bachelor’s degree holders working 
as cashiers, and a master’s degree 
holder working at a clothing re-
tail shop. Sadly, when that is the 
only job you can get, you get the 
job regardless of your education 
background. Furthermore, just 
because you are overqualified 
for the job, doesn’t mean the em-
ployer has to pay you more than 
others.  This holds true no matter 
where in the world you are; it is 
unfortunate, but there is nothing 
unfair about it.

As for abuse between em-
ployers and domestic helpers, it 
happens on both sides. Hiring a 
domestic helper is like inviting 
a stranger into your house. I do 
not deny that abuse happens, but 
these are rare cases. Hong Kong 
is a society under the law; once 
discovered, those who abuse 
domestic helpers do not go un-
punished. Mostly when the re-
lationship doesn’t work out, one 
just dissolves the contract. 

There are also cases where 
domestic helpers abuse the chil-
dren or elderly they are supposed 
to take care of, steal from their 
employers and borrow money 
from loan sharks and leave Hong 
Kong without repaying. In one 
case, a domestic helper added her 
menstrual blood and urine to her 
employer’s food. I am sure this is 
a rare case, just as the employer 
who burnt the domestic helper 

with an iron. Most families who 
hired domestic helpers are middle 
class families with working par-
ents. Working 10-12 hours per day 
in the offices, and still having to 
work at home afterwards leaves 
them no choice but to hire a do-
mestic helper to take care of their 
household. So rationally speak-
ing, instead of making trouble for 
the domestic helpers, most people 
just want to have a decent dinner, 
in their tidy little flat. 

Hiring a domestic helper is 
like playing the lottery or mar-
rying blind on both sides. Hong 
Kong people need the help at 
home to work their 10-12-hour 
work days, and the domestic 
helpers need the income to sup-
port their family back in their 
country. Even though it may 
be far from ideal, it is not an 
unfair oppressing industry as 
presented in Bennett’s Op-Ed.  
And until either these domes-
tic helpers’ home countries get 
stronger economically, or Hong 
Kong businesses finally decide 
not to run all of their employees 
to exhaustion, this might be the 
only working solution for the 
time being. 

All people have the rights to 
fight for better lives, of course, 
and we do not discr iminate 
against people for fighting. But if 
the arguments that Bennett has 
summed up as “unfair treatment 
of domestic helpers” leads to her 
conclusion that “discrimination 
is still very much alive in Hong 
Kong,” it then becomes true “un-
fairness” to the 7 million people 
of Hong Kong.

My family is one of the lucky 
few to have our relationship with 
Fely work out so beautifully, and 
we all thank God for his blessing. 

started unloading the Mayflower 
on Christmas Day to make the 
point to the crew that they were 
not going to observe such an evil 
day. I’m glad those believers — 
however well-intended — failed. 
How bleak and desolate would 
a winter’s December be without 
Christmas! We could have lost 
our chance to celebrate Christ’s 
first coming and a chance to wit-
ness to the world, as I fear those 
pilgrims lost a chance to witness 
to those sailors.” I think that 
we too may be missing evange-
listic opportunities if we ignore 
Halloween.

According to the American 
Tract Society, there are more 
conversions to Christ by the use 
of tracts on Halloween than there 
are during any other holiday. A 

quote from John Piper illustrates 
my point nicely: “I’m willing 
to run the risk of attachment to 
worldliness in order to be bibli-
cally faithful in witness. The 
same thing with Christmas and 
birthdays and Easter and wor-
shipping on Sunday. All of these 
things have pagan connections. I 
want to be loose and broad and 
give freedom to believers to find 
their way to be most effective. So I 
respect those who are renouncing 
it as too connected with evil, and 
I respect those who say, ‘No, let’s 
redeem it and penetrate it and use 
it.’” Halloween can be an oppor-
tune time for Christians to shine 
the light of Christ and spread 
the good news. So as Christians, 
let’s redeem it and utilize it for 
Christ’s sake.

Chimes is attempting to run a series featuring student opin-
ions about what the next president should look like. A few 
weeks back, we heard from Liz Jennings and an alumnus. 
But we’re looking for more opinions — if you’ve got one, 
send it in! This is one of the most important issues Calvin 
will face during your college career, and the search com-
mittee and administration need to hear student voices on 
the matter.

Halloween prime evangelistic opportunity despite need for discernment

Hong Kong domestic workers make a fair wage in context
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