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wonderful ev1dence'of rev1val of n

'wshlp before entermg the serv1ce “had been‘_
’1sm 1n his nat1ve c urch

A sound conservatlve 1n faot Ca1v1n1s—

, 7,{( Perhaps you have overlooked ’1
“. would like to call ‘your attent1on :t th
words of our correspondent J. Gral

ing, a " r
o h that had been their sp111tua1 mother; and
fuwas now their spiritual comm1ss1oner And with
'equal fervor they spoke y growing appreciation
of nom1nat1onal afﬁha-

it ~evéryth1ng followed, It was ¢
<<Da1rymans daughter all 0ver,, gai

podes. through these Calv1n1st
the kirk itself _1s" (

aly 'nlsm“ in var1ous parts of the world Noy it is
an avalanche But we prav that in God’s provi-
' ' ’.s*‘haind,u whichﬁ -

ity of present day Calv1nlsm comes from : an
" ~ed for source. Under the t1tle “Calvmlsm, .

unt of the v1c1ss1tudes through which the fReform—‘ Los Angeles wr1tes as. follows in a recent 1s"
d Churches in this island have passed until today. his snappy monthly, The Methodist Challen
re is a group in the Reformed ‘Church of Cey- “When I was a boy preacher, two schools of thougl
lon that loves the Reformed: truth and is seeking to theologically speaking, were arrayed- agalnst a
,br1ng it to new growth and development, An ap- other—the Calvinistic and the Arminian,

~ peal has been made to America for one or two ex- istic churches were “formal, cold, and ecclesia ic
- perienced, able m1msters grounded in the Reformed ~ly dominated. Arminian churches were s ;
Faith and in its practices to come and help them. ~ warm, and evangelistic. At least. that W
, And already arrangements have been made under the two. var1et1es as I knew them

~ which one or more students will study at Calvin
;;Semmary May God grant.a revival of the Reform- of
" ed Faith in Ceylon! Also in this issue we place the ago the torch
first letter from our correspondent in North Ireland, the Arm1n1ans
‘where Calvinism is fighting the same battle as it is”
over, viz. agamst Modernism: as well as Roman—
And in the p rev1ous ISSU.e of our magazme our
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_the altars of Methodism through that per1od

“.u . there remamed a strong and aggressive minor-
"1ty who swung to the other extreme Many inde-
~ pendent churches grew up and came to mighty pro-
portions. Pract1cally all of them were Calvinistic.

\' the Open Door in Los Angeles, and many others
‘ . They were sound in doctrme and evangelistic
Cin practlce ‘The torch of evangelism fell into their
hands. ‘Today practlcally all the active evangelists
“within the nation who' are really drawing the mul-
- titudes are Calvinists. The Youth-for-Christ move-
' “ment, by all odds the greatest sp1r1tual ‘manifesta~
. tion of our generation, is under: Calvinistic control.
, Wh1le men like Bob Jones, John ‘Brown, and._my
>wn son, are active in this movement, all of them

self is be1ng ‘opposed by the Methodist Church .

l"'mlsts and Arminians. They all believe that the
ble is‘the 1nsp1red Word of the L1v1ng God .
Christ v1rg1n—born . Lord of Glory ... They hold
sovereignty of God, the eternal planmng of
e Almighty,the blood. atonement the bodily resur-
ction of Jesus, His coming agam and believe that

ey bel1eve that the new world can only be build-

-out of men and women who are new creatures in

rlst Jesus.” And then he closes with these words:

ere is the torch! It does not please me to say it,

~_but it is true that, in the main, those who are Cal-

~ vinists have: that torch today and are carry1ncr it
; forward‘ & ,

%%%

RS ‘N1cholas Hendr1kse an’ 1ntell1gent devoted
, ff,:alert Christian gentleman  of the town of Cicero,
' Chicago’s well-known suburb, is no man to hide his
. light under a bushel. For some time he has been
~+ active in Cicero’s civic affairs and has honorably
" held a number of town offices in recent years. At

present he is Librarian of the Town of Cicero. Wher-

. always been known for h1s fearless: devot1on to

- tical graft and corruption. As librarian one might

- think that he would withdraw within his shell and
~ himself in- books. But we were pleasantly
prlsed recently to see a few editorials from his
_pen in the town paper.  They were “Guest” edi-
ot

Christmas.” There is an idea. Among the read-

k‘;ﬁ,Then a strange, subtle leaven began to- permeate

E g1 , |
; ‘j-were all but ext1ngu1shed 1In the Calv1n1st1c groups"

. The great Moody Church in Chicago, the Church of

) ﬁne example' ,
\rminian in their theology, yet. the movement- 1t-" i

have in my church almost an equal number of

eir one big task is to bring sinners to a Savior.

‘baptism is not properly administered unless when :
" preceded by faith.” It did not take Dr. Robmson**

“context. In the Southern Presbyteman Journa
" November 15 he quotes the rest of the same Calv

~ basis for the bapt1sm of infants of believers and

~ ever he has gone and whatever he has done, he has

- righteousness and justice in the midst of much poli-

Is, one on “Victory and Peace” and the other -

sof l’lL‘he Calvm Forum there are many more capa- :

vot1on to the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. Espec1al-j, -
ly Calvinistic churches have trained and are train-
ing a host of such men, Many of our college train-
ed and non—college-tra1ned young men in the armed
forces could put some chaplains to shame and in
many cases became their- assistants. 'They were. -

grounded in the truth through the instruction re-

ceived in their home, church; Christian school, cate-
chism class, and church society. Calvinistic' “lay- -
men’” of talent ought to let their light shine. There
is great need. There are also many opportun1t1es"fﬁ_ry
Perhaps in your home town you could exert a noble -

influence through the writing of guest editorials for L

the town paper N1cholas Hendr1kse is settmg a*" <

%%%

21> You would not th1nk that anyone could have

. “the ignorance or the brass, or both, to represent
John Calvin as: furn1sh1ng an argument against in--

fant baptism, would you? Yet that is exactly what"

~was’ done ‘recently in the Chattanooga Times: in-a
‘paid advertisement coming from a’ minister of the

Church of Christ. John Calvin is——correctly-——quot.
ed as follows: “As Christ enjoins’ them to teach be
fore baptizing, and desires  that none but believers
shall be admitted to bapt1sm it would appear tha

of Columbia Seminary. long to show how utterly
misleading this statement is when taken out of i

passage, in ‘which Calvin sets forth the covena

hibits its scriptural. author1ty By the way, a fine
little pamphlet refuting the Baptist contentions on
this score has recently come to our. attention. It is
worth getting. The author is a Southern Presb ,
terian preacher, the’ Rev John. Scott Johnson of
Augusta, Georgia. You pay only: 15 cents for 40
pages of instructive material on this subject, wh1chl "
is often a pressing issue. The Southern Presbyterian
Journal, Weaverville, North Carolina (yes, that is
the full address) will be glad to furnish copies. I
you wish for a hundred for dlstrlbut1on you pay o
only ten cents a p1ece

N

% Church Umon is'in the air agam Negot1at1ons;

‘are going on for the ‘possible merging of the Re- -
: formed ‘Church in Amerlca w1th the’ Umted Presby— S
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practicality but no deep conviction concerning the

.« truth. Mergers like these often lead only to new
-+ splits. The sad part of the whole merger and church
. union story in our country is that the fires of enthu-

~ stasm for such “union” are largely fed by the doc-
- trinal indifferentism and silence which increasingly
prevaﬂ in these churches. The Church reform which

1is going - forward in- ‘the National Church of the
b ‘,Netherlands (Hervormd) is of a different caliber. -

See the letter of our correspondent, Dr.: Pr1ns on
'another paO‘e 1n th1s issue. : :

%%%

o 2(} It is refreshlng to read a vigorous letter from

‘the pen of Arthur W. Machen, Jr., in-the current
issue of The Presbyterian Guardzan in which he

challenges the arguments advanced in many reli-
circles against peacetime” conscrlptlon ‘Such

J‘argu ents have appeared of late not ‘only—as could

~be expected—from the old pac1ﬁst1c crowd that is .
‘ ,fbecommg Vocal again, but also from the pen of men

| who both in the light of Scr1pture and of our pres-‘

‘ent unavoidable world respon51b111ty could be ex-

o i‘fpected to know better

%%&

"‘:I‘f’k‘, you read"Fre‘nch and are intereSted'in’ the re-
al of Calyi‘nism and the Protestant faith in gen-

: ( : “the S eral in the country of,Calvms blrth‘
VPresbytenan Church and the Protestant Eplscopal‘
' Church with the Presbyter1an Church in the U.S.A.
(e, Northern). The arguments for such mergers
~are not impressive. They betray much superficial -

fappearance just last year. Its name is: Reforme Its

Gay-Lussac Paris-Ve. In one of the recent 1s
~ appeared a full picture of the Monument of the R

‘more focusses the attention of all intereste
sons on the great need of fiction that shall

‘moralizing in story form is not necessarlly fiet

_phemous writing which is lauded by some as g

, we call your.
attentlon to a Valuable weekly which has made its

Editor: Albert Finet. Its ‘address: Réform

formation located: oppos1te John Calvin’s U
sity in the city of Geneva. That issue also contained

a fine bibliography of French titles of works on: and; e
by the great Reformers, Calvin as well as Luther.
We hope and pray for a great revival of the faith
of the Reformers in the country of the Huguenots

eee"

'7;\\( Announcement by the W1111am B. Ee
Publishing Company of ‘a. Christian- F1ct10n
with a- single prize of five. thousand dollars

ine fiction of real 11terary merit on. the on
and that shall be no less genuinely Christian in spirit
and conception on the other. We have had to
Sunday School story wr1t1n<f that faﬂed to q
as to literary merit. And of late we have als
enough of clever writing by . word and plo‘
who- trample upon all the- decen01es and i
manded by a - Christian ethic, If preachmg

neither does some of the reahstlc, sensual, and b

fiction, qualify. The Eerdmans Publishing Comp
is to be congratulated on its determmatlon to sti
late the production of genuine Christian ﬁctlon a
to make the effort for those who compete wor
Wh11e :
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Authomty, Government

and Str1kes

gy ECENTLY our country has been greatly dis-
. turbed by strikes. Our government has had

A \. a big problem to deal with in order to aid
. in effecting a settlement. Statesmen, editors,
‘,”clergymen and other have expressed their views
‘on_the vexatious problem. General comfort will
{be served if we can have a correct conception of
‘the nature of authority and whence it obtains. The
- choice is between its resting in God, the creator of
heaven: and earth, the supreme ruler - therein; or,
its resting in man. As to our knowledge concerning
‘the first alternatlve we derive that from revelation,
gl"‘ en in the Holy Scriptures. The other alterna-
tive "gathers it from the thoughts of man. The meth-

rity as held by these’ alternatives. Its correct-
trength permanence depend upon the char-
eristics inherent in either of these alternatives.
first has an axiomatic character:
ultimate necessity, absolute truth. The sec-

ments. This locates sovereignty in the people them-

A Chnstmm
e Statesmcm

lands a man of marked ability whose thoughts and
fbors have retained high value to the present day.
It is a pity that so little is known of him in the Eng-
sh-speaking world. We refer to the Hon. G. Groen

“Van Prinsterer. He was born in 1801 and died in

1876. He studied in the University of Leyden. He
 was early appointed secretary to the King, and soon
" after became -director of the royal archives of the
. House of Orange, which were issued in the French
 language and in thirteen volumes. History was his

 specialty. He also had a legal training. He became

./ a Christian statesman, a member of the States Gen-
- eral for many years, where his historical knowledge

.~ and pronounced religious principles made him a

. man of note, so that his influence in The Nether-
f;."lands is great to the present day.

o ﬁpohtlcal parties in Holland. They all rest more or
- less on religious ideas. The Roman Catholics defi-

_nitely organized themselves as a party in 1865. For-
“merly almost all the other citizens constituted the

of government is determined by the nature of

it is primor-

‘ond is the rather common idea that the people must ‘stand as a Party.

ke out these matters accordlng to their own judg- -

army.”

: : " measures and belief b tion to him
,In the 19th century there lived in The Nether- casures eliefs were an ‘abomination: to 1

It 18’ 1nstruct1ve to note what the basis is of the

Gerrit H. Hospers' |

- East Wllhamson, NoYo o

Liberal Party. Groen Van Prlnsterer (We shall call
him now and then simply Groen, as is done in Hol-
land too) and the conservative. element did not feel
at home in this Liberal Party. In the debates in the
States General, Groen stood alone with his orthodox
religious opinions. He had poor support from such
people who like him were known for their old-fash- - -
ioned piety. As a student of history he saw more
and more the weak character of the politics of his
time. In his writings and in his debates he testified -
against the principles of the French Revolution, -
which he in common with the eminent German con- -~
servative statesman, Friedrich Julius Stahl, noted -

in the religious atmosphere of all Europe. ‘On. thef '

basis of these views Groen slowly evolved the so-
called Anti- revolutlonary Party. Its beglnnlngs Were; TR
small, its growth for many, many years was. paln—, o
fully slow, but it finally became one of the majo Bt
Parties. Later, the Liberal Party weakened, and BN
Socialist element, which it contalned took a deﬁnlr S

As we have already said, Groen durlng almost h1s Lo
whole career battled alone, so that the opp051t1on~*:[
taunted him with being “a general Wlthout an
" Though lacking the 1nsp1rat1on of apprecis
tive support, Groen remained firm in his convictior
He always declared that temporizing and half wa

- What Is

Revolution?

‘In 1847 Groen issued his famous book, “Ongeloof -
en Revolutie.” It is a large volume. I have a copy
of the fifth edltlon, which means much for so large
a book in so small a country. It is still a standard
work, often quoted by Kuyper ‘and other Dutch;
statesmen.

In his Introduction Groen‘ sﬁayq: “To brlng out",
the nature of my subject it is necessary to state what
I understand by Revolution and revolutionary ideas.
With Revolution I mean not the many events by -
which the relocation of public authority is brought
about, not alone the revolutionary storm which has
raged in France, but the subversion of thought and - -
disposition manifest in all Christendom. With revo:
lutionary ideas I have in view the principles of free-:
dom and equality, people’s sovereignty, social con-
tract conventional regeneratlon Whlch are honor— P
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s ed as the cornerstones of state
X ,‘.fture” (pp. 4,5). [
Groen ‘says elsewhere:

~recognizes no wisdom or truth which does not begin

~ with submission of heart and mind to Revelation;
who, with the deist in history likewise traces out
‘and takes notice of the leading of a Providence; but
true to the confession of the Gospel with firm con-

- viction recognizes and expects in the coming of the -
trlumphant Savior the solution of the riddles of the

~ history of mankind; who loves the appearance of

- the Savior because therein he perceives with the

~_historian Von Muller ‘the accomplishment of all the
_hopes, the point of perfection of all philosophy; the

o explanatlon of all revolutions, the key to all the ap-
parent contradictions of - the phys1ca1 and moral
world, of life-and immortality.’

: “After the labor which I have given to the studyf

of history it would be unanswerable if I did not give
withess to the truth as it is in Christ by showing
that the history of the last sixty years [this was
. written in 1847] in the outpourings of wickedness
~ has been the: fruit and man1festat1on of systematic
unbehef” :
" Stahl formulated his idea thus
‘Revolution’ I take in its World-h1stor1ca1 conception.

It did not exist full- -grown before 1789. But since

,that' time.it has become a world-power, and history
- is occupied -with the battle for and against it .
- Tracing back'to its true origin, ‘The Revolution’ is a
. single and at the same time a great historical fact;

ne of ‘thevabsohi‘te sovereignty of man which made
f it the source and the center of all truth in putting

_and divine law.: The Revolution is the history of
he irreligious philosophy of the past century; it is,

Jf“hdeveloped destroys Church and State, society, and
- the family, produces discord without always estab-

“lishing liberty or restoring social order, and in"the

matter of religion infallibly leads its conscientious
. adepts to atheism and despair. The anti-revolution-
" ary principle is the contrary of The Revolution; it
- is the Gospel and History which oppose anarchy, in
.~ the name of rehglon of right, of progress and of
11berty

' Christiamity and
Democracy
~ Prof. D. P. D. Fablus of the Free Un1vers1ty of

;Amsterdam in 1903 gave a masterful address at a-

 political convention of his Party in the subject:
~ “Beginselen en E1schen” (Pr1nc1p1es and their De—
‘mands) He said:

_ ““The word ‘democracy has dlfferent meanlngs'

fWhen Groen was asked whether he was a ‘demo-

THE CALVIN FORUM * * * FEBRUARY, 1946

crat he ﬁrst wanted to know in What sense h1s i

~11ght and state—struc-»
B questloner used the word."

3 “The standpomt of our
 study is that of the Christian, who desires to glory
in nothing but in Christ and Him crucified; who, in
‘religion, morahty and right, in family and in State,

“The terrn ‘The‘

o know the invasion of the spirits through the doc— ,

_reason and the human will in the place of revelation ‘that a name composed of a rather general and ev

_in its source and results, the doctrine which, freely

‘cialists, Roman Catholics, Presbyter1ans ‘Methodist
. Baptists, etc.,

" “In a general, somewhat 1ndeﬁn1te sense the Word SR
‘democratic’ accord1ng to its etymo logy means o
‘rulership of the people,’ and as such is used for the 2
influence of the people on the government as regards .
the course of affairs in the state. In that sense Groen -
and the Anti-revolutionary Party used it. T

“Further, ‘democracy’ has a sharper definition as
indicating rule by the people directly. In that sense
the -word has been used for centuries in science and
in practice. The study of history had not gained
Groen’s assent to that signification. He believe
the authority of the heads of Government, an
the influence of the people. In that sense
and the Anti-revolutionary Party always us

“In a yet stronger sense the word democrac U
pears in the sense of revolutionary popular sover-
eignty as a peculiar. right of -the people ‘Guizot re- -
fers to that meaning when he says: ‘The more I
think about it, the more I remain convinced that the
great evil of France, the evil which is at the botto" i
of all its evils, wh1ch 'undermines and destroys ]
governments and its liberties, its dignity and
honor, is the evil which I attack: democratlc id
atry. Chaos lies hidden today under one word:
Democracy. It is that idea which must be extlrpa ed.
Social peace obtains at that price. And with soci
peace come-liberty, security, prosperity, dignity, al
good th1ngs moral and material, which only. it can
guarantee.” Groen agreed w1th this, and adde‘
“Such democracy I abominate.” ,

In his oration referred to above Prof Fab1
warned his hearers against using a Party name
a questionable basis and connected with a captiva
ing prefix. He said: “History has definitely pro

good word becomes less acceptable when preﬁx
with the word ‘Christian.’ Today mention is ofts
made of Christian-democratic. But if that wo
‘democratic’ is there used in the sense of absolu
rule by the people which leaves revelation out of
account, then that prefix is foreign to the basic ter
as Vinet said of Chateaubriand’s ‘Christian demo
racy’: the substantive devours its adjective; that is,
the Christian element disappears in that which it
was to improve. The word ‘Christian’ does not re
ommend itself as a prefix to the word ‘revolution;’
because we are anti-revolutionary. The consistent‘
Christian must also object to such a combmatlon as ;

Christian-Socialist.”

The political parties of the United States are notp_[
founded upon definitely religious priniciples. It is -
difficult to explain to a forergner (even if we among =
ourselves understand it) what is characteristic, re- = .
ligiously and ethically, of our Democratic and Re-
publican Parties. And so it comes to pass here 1n*'f '
these United States that infidels, communists, so-

.can belong to any of our political



owever,‘;-:,-a good-smed
many adherents from the major Parties. =

1903 there occurred ‘a nat10n-w1de ra1lroad
ike in. The Netherlands. The Anti- -revolutionary
‘:Party, aided by the ‘Roman Cathol1c Party, was

ysuddenly It was declared because of economic
tters. Later the leaders said that rellg1ous con-
ions had come up as an after thought. The
vernment had a difficult time to cope with it. It
not prepared for it. Military power was weak.
ter a few weeks, Dr. Kuyper, the Prermer at
t time, was ready, and took decided jac

h threatened. The Cabinet took strong position
he ground of Divine authorlty ‘ ,

Once more, in November, 1918, at the end of the
t World War, there were anxious days. Troel-
he leader of the Soc1allsts threatened revolu~

ernmentctl Authonty

' ‘1ch is represented in that authority. The effect

it has the public at its

of ‘the body politic:

sard for sound principle and r1ghteousness Thlsf
tained so long that the reins of control have
pped out of the hands of our rulers.

hrough the surrender of the regular authorities.
_ The recent threat of a general railroad strike was an
o 'exceed1ngly serious one as its execution would have

llrmtlng the means of carrying on the war. Such

ly constituted authority. It is insurrection,
evolutlon Too long altogether our ‘Government
our: citizenry) have failed to understand the
ne ,r1nc1ple of authority, and in' the self-suffi-

;mergmg, and, as in Holland, it rnay in’ tirne ga1n;'

- gards earthly rulers as His ministers (Rom 13:1-7).

, for the: ﬁrst time;: in. power. - The strike came

fects” ’
~and seizures.” "It is humiliating to contemplate the =
tion. He
ined the day in preventmg the political tyranny

action of the new Power amounts to a strang-

rey. In our Government there has been too much -
cy and. ternpor1z1ng There has been too little

The coal
ners: were far on the way with their threat to stop -
oduction and freeze the public. into subjection

‘,,broudht unparalleled misery to the public. Union-
" has even endangered the existence of the nation

R AN : g , j mand and obta1n everythmg, we are no longer f
£ Unionism: amount to. msubordmatzon to the f'but are the slav es of a for i gn Power

‘readers whether they warit
4 of our statesrnen has trusted 1ts own w1ts and

W1th the brazen presumptmn of ‘men who do 'not; B
‘recogmze the Supreme Ruler, namely, Him who re-

The principle of the French Revolution, ‘ni Dzeu, nio
Maitre” attracts many, but it is not seen that it
carries the seeds of lawlessness and: anarchy.. Pick- ~
ets stationed around factories are agents of lawless-

_ness as they invade the rights of ownership. It viow

lates Art. IV of the Amendments of the Constitution
which secures the“‘perSOns, houses, papers and ef-
of citizens “against unreasonable searches. - -

act of the Governor of a State to. permlt a “sit-down =
strike” which takes illegal possessionof the pro‘ i
erty of the owners. That act of a Governor is the
violation of an oath to uphold the Government: and e
its Const1tut1on The revolutlonar‘ ‘cancer has so -

the revolutlon—', o
the unqualified
en;- Van Prin-
on of adamant

, Labor strikes this year our Government 1y stat
ed a difficult situation. It has had to deal with
ther Power. That Power is Unionism. It or1g1—» k
ted from workers banding together in well organ- -
form, and executing its- demands through of-
duly elected by thernselves If refused, its de-
ds are followed by deeds, in order to enforce -
‘simply is a form of v1olence against estab-
thority, and hence agalnst the: general pub- 4'

tratlon is not 1n :
he says: “We are dr1ft1nj towards a catastrophe

' Situations and cond1t10ns sueh as the
received the same Judgment as Groen'uttered a ce
tury ago: “Where the divine origin of authorlty is
ignored, nothing remains but a choice between two:
extremes, as long as the resiliency of the public has "
not suffered extinction, namely, -&:choice-between . -
unrestrained licence or complete slavery.” ~Groen
means that when Unionism gains the power to | e

strong Warnlngs in the same'

ther control to the big: Umo,
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ever it is decided to shake more dollars loose. That

happened twice in-the time of the war and in the.

coal strike, and the government was compelled to
knuckle down to the demands of Unionism.” Its de-
mands  are increasing. It begets tyrannical domina-~
tion without regard to the comfort of the people.
Slowly on the public will have no part in the Gov-
ernment except as it serves the Unions.

- At this writing the Conference with the Labor au-

: thor1t1es called by Secretary Schwellenbach is in
~session.. The: Secretary said of it, that it would be

?_'\};Inscmptmns and

“"r‘the March of God

Ao is maklng aibxgger “push for Industry-mde Power - the
" Then Pettengill adds: “That concentrated power will .

 be used to take the whole nation by the throat when-

most 1mportant Conference be1ng held any-
where in the world.” He is right if the fate of free .
government is then to be decided. We are drifting
towards lawlessness if our Government sup1nely ac-
cedes to the demands of Unionism.

The remedy does not consist in relying upon the
wisdom, ability and integrity of man, which has al-
ways failed in solving the deepest problems of ex-.©
istence. It lies in the principles held by Groen Van
Prinsterer, Stahl, Guizot, Vinet, Burke, Gladstone,
etc. Groen’s motto was: “Against Unbelief, the Gos= =~
pel.” Authority is based upon a recognition of the
L1v1ng God, a study of His will and a desire to obeyf .

the Church, isincreasing even within
- rather recent times.

T “The Lord is unchangeable, but He is not statlc ‘

stead He is dynamic, unchangeably at work.

And for us the important question is this,—~can

e keep pace with the march of time, with the

arch of God, through the centuries, and with the
ns that He wants ‘us to learn 1n the course of

me? : e

Let us take a number of 1llustrat1ons and reflect

‘There was a time when the Chaldees of the Book
of Daniel were gravely misinterpreted. The king
~called in the astrologers and soothsayers and wise
" ‘men and Chaldees.  Were the people of Chaldea so

1ntellectual that they could all be classed with the

wise men? That would be as if the President called
_in the brain trusts, the economists and the sociolo-
. gists ‘and the Californians.
qualify as brain trusters? How then could all Chal-

.. deans qualify as wise men of Babylon? The answer

is not evident upon the basis of the: Hebrew lan-
duage nor on the basis of our English translations.

But the scope of objective evidence has been in-

~ creased ‘within our own life time. And this particu-
“lar difficulty was solved on the basis of the Baby-
lon1an and Sumerian languages, by one of the great-
est linguists of modern times, the late Dr. R. D.
"' Wilson of Princeton and Westminster Seminaries.
’ “Then these Chaldees were not necessarily 1nhab1—
N tants of Chaldea at all, but galdu,—great builders,
- one of the classes of wise men of Babylon, and rec-

e ognized as such in ‘an inscription, published by the

4*'l'te Prof A T. Clay of Yale Unlver51ty
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‘HE scope of the knowledge avallablefi‘fzfor

 Scriptural interpretation, as possessed by even build or group the stars of the heavens i

‘day and age, through the ‘decipherment of 1

Can- all Californians -

 languages of far dlstant peoples, such as the Eg
tian, Armenian,—and éven the Ethiopic of the lan

" the books of the Pentateuch, such as Exodus ani
- Deuteronomy, could have been wrltten in Hebrew

Mqrtm ]. Wyngactrde
Professor of Old Testament Interprets
. ooCal vm Se

at bullders were they that th’

Suéll )

signs of the zodiac and into vatious constellatlon
like Orion and the Plelades whlch are mentlone ;
the Bible. ; .

The scope of ob]ectlve ev1dence for the 1nterpre
tation of the Old Testament, especially, has in-
providence of God been greatly increased, in .

scriptions in many languages formerly compl
unknown, such as Babylonian, Assyrian and Hitt
Seeing that Solomon’s mother, Bathsheba, had fi
been married to Uriah, the Hittite, and seeing t
the speech of the Hittites shows great Var1ety,'1
no wonder that Solomon’s speech shows m
variety than that of many other Old Testam
writers, a variety that was no doubt 1ncreased
more by many of his foreign wives. If ever th
was a man well prepared to write on vanity of van
ties, it was Solomon, and the Lord used hun
just that.

Among the ancient languages dec1phered to g“
advantage was also the Elamite, in which the 1
Prof. Dr. C. Van Gelderen, of the Free Un1vers1ti
of Amsterdam, was a specialist.

Moreover, Arab1c and the Samaritan of the Sa»«f‘
maritan Pentateuch —Phoenician and the Aramalc..}‘f"}'
dialects of Daniel, Ezra, and other men,—the Syr1ac°
dialects of Damaskus, Edessa and other places,—

of King Haille Selassie, —have all contributed t )
better understandlng of the Scrlptures o
‘There was a time when it could not be shown hoW




ervative scholar, thought that the Pentateuch
d originally been written in the Babylonian lan-
~guage.. Dr. R.-D. Wilson once varied this theory by
*holdmg ‘that the Pentateuch might have been writ-
ten by Moses in the. Hebrew language, but in the
~ Babylonian, - cuneiform, Wedge -shaped script.

._turqu01s and copper mines were discovered, all this
‘was changed. These 1nscr1pt1ons were found to ante-

now easily be shown how Moses could have written
the Pentateuch in the Hebrew scr1pt as well as in
the Hebrew language. : :

cal scholars thought that the differentiation between
~various kinds of sacrifices, such as burnt offerings,

early in hlstory as the. days o Moses For not f
[ebrew inscription could then e pomted out
m the time of Moses. And so Nav1lle a Swiss;

- But when the Hebrew inscriptions in the Slna1t1c ‘

'_date and precede the time of Moses, and so it can

o The t1me is not so long ago that liberal and radi-

‘1n;joffer1ngs and trespass offerings, did not. arlse;}i ,
1til much later than the t1me of Moses, and Wouldy ~tian

tablets found at Rash Shamra north o
‘from approximately the: ‘time ‘of Moses, { :
distinctions of - sacrifices, at. such an early time in
history, even among - the pagans that lacked God’
1nsp1red revelation and His infallible Word.
-Like Esther, the inscriptions have ‘come - to the«l ‘
kingdom for such a time as this." SUSTEVEIRS e
The scope of the philological ev1dence for the in-
terpretation of the Old Testament has increased so -
rapidly in the last century, that many new works
and new revisions were needed to reﬂect that ad—o .
vancing tide of knowledge PR

‘In fact one historian called the dec1pherment f
ancient inscriptions one of the great 1nte11ectua1 tr1—l"p" -
umphs of the century. - e

But the march of t1me, the. march of God 1s so

itatively on all sorts of subjects. But what
" the church may say is determined by her
. orlfrmal charte T given when Jesus said,
eaching them to observe all things, whatsoever I
ve commanded you.” In its bro a dest. aspect
hatsoever T have commanded you” includes. the
0le of Scr1pture all of which i is the revelatlon of
LOGOS of God. ' = ~

e ‘ftue ‘The Bible never mentions Patriotism in any
nj"::form J much less treats it as a v1rtue The Tove of

eﬁcample is chiefly a “religious loyalty to the
of God’s dwelhng and revelation, Wh1ch is

ment. The Old Testament theocracy was somethmg
unique. ‘When Samuel protested the establishment

sons. It is'no more: an argument for Democracy

HE church i is expected today to speak author~ |

To: many a modern ear it Would seem strange to
_some of the thmgs about wh1ch the Bible: says ,

a great Christian virtue. It is a human virtue butk
“let us not confound it forthwith with Chr1st1an vir--

1ng quite. different. Ne1ther does the. B1b1e k
Xpress a: preference for any given form of govern-

monarchy;. he d1d s0° for religious; not political

argument for pol1t1ca1 communlsm.k Jesus
once uttered a word of obJectlon to- the rulers
held sway in Palestine. He once. called Hero
“fox,” but not because He held any brlef‘ aga
' h1s polltlcal position. e

‘The Bible says a great deal about ‘war. Alr
, every feature of ‘modern warfare, orgamza
strategy; supphes, casualties, war-prisoners; mi
tary:intelligence and 1nternat10na1 negotiation h
its place in the Bible. But, contrary to the opi
- of many, there is no place that glorifies war for
own sake. The conquest and: utter destructior
Canaan was commanded by God for spiritual rea-
sons of His own, but the cruelties and barbarities
sometimes perpetrated in those days and these, are
never commanded nor condoned by God. : b

“War is often treated as an unavoidable evil. It is
clearly set forth as a result of sin. And it is clear
also that, war or no war, God controls, by His over-
ruling Prowdence the destmles of men and nations.

Ieremloth s Pohhcctl
Phllosophy

'~ This brief resumé W111 serve to 1ntroduce the po
t1ca1 ph1losophy of one of the. umquely great ﬁg 1
e
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en colossal rehglous leaders,

. ‘,‘?lsrael and J udah were going into the1r tW1l1ght and,
~the great ‘world empires were: about to rise as suns
o in h1story s sky. The whole story of these Old Testa-
'ment prophets seems to reflect one great lesson that-

( Who moved in ’
e;shadows behind the thrones in ‘the days ‘when

In order to preach th1s messade God dlrected
to the home factory of a potter and he watched as
the potter set a lump of clay upon- the ‘wheel which -
he revolved with his feet Jeremiah watched as the
potter turned the clay and molded it 1nto a con

e . Wt! uu Wl:!ll LU WdLLLl as Wt‘ gU LUJ. Wd.J.u Lu lubLU.L_y to=
. ,day These prophets were except1ona11y able and

indeed 1nsp1red religious. reformers, and yet they
“ "exerc1sed very.little effect upon the general life of

“the people unless they were aided and supported by
a Godly king. Is that a lesson to the church today?
1 The church must continue to be a leaven in human
e "fisoc1ety, but.is she destined to continue to be a voice

crying. 1n the W1lderness, until God establ1shes

. rulers after His heart? The church represents a
R tremendous block of human1ty and yet she is not

' succeeding notlceably in her attempt to bring about
national penitence and revival.. ‘She is constantly

k;“defeated by political leaders whose only- quahﬁca?

(,uons are opportunlsm and worldly- W1sdom

mlah began h1s career as power—behlnd the—

vho ascended the throne as a lad of e1ght
! 5years in the year 639 B.C. In 627 a copy of the law
- was found. hldden say the Rabbis, beneath a paving
‘[‘stone in the temple court. Then: reformation began
_in earnest. Jeremiah was called. to the prophet1c
ce the follovvlng year and for e1ghteen years he
n the golden age of Josiah’s. reformat1on
yet all. the while, he ‘alone real1zed that at
eart the people were still idolators. And When in
08, Josiah pers1sted in his ill-fated war aga1nst
araoh Neco and was k1l1ed J erem1ah cried “It is
he end!” and in just twenty-two years, of steep de-

dah was ready for doom and died amid smoking
uins and streaming tears. Jeremiah saw all those

: passage:

“At what instant T speak concerning a nation .

~ to pluck up and to break down and to destroy it; if -
. turn from their evil T will repent of

" that nation .

. the evil that I thought to do unto them. And at what
“instant I shall speak concerning a nation . . . to build
“and to plant it; if they do that which is evil in my
ight . . . then I will repent of the good wherewith
a1d I Would beneﬁt thern ” (vss 7-10.)
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-of which Palestine was and is full from one end .

~crumbled at a certain place-and he noticed:

Jehovah came to him saying, “Can I not do

ne. dumng the rising star of a ch11d of God Jo-

or anywhere else. -

ne into the abyss of- ever greater national sin, -

'forty years when the chariot of Judah was careen--
ng from the heights to the depths And his single
message all that time, even during apparent refor-
nation, was ‘that the nation was destined to ruin-
- unless the people in sincere penitence turned unto
' God, and if they did, they would just as surely be
/" delivered. That intensely pract1ca1 philosophy is
~aptly expressed by Jeremiah in the eighteenth

' 1;chapter of his- book and espec1a11y in this pungent

‘deals as He does with the world and we do need :

leads us to thrust our heads in the sand whenev
‘the situation calls for a clear and positive Christi

_cause of the potter’s clumsy hands. He was a bro-
. fessional potter, an artisan. The real answer is si

‘ rnuch sandy mud in the clay It Would not adhere

shape with’ h1s hand, then set his thumb in the, bop
and -began’ ‘to form one of the cone- -shaped: croc

the other. J eremiah- saw-that the clay- pers1stently :

deftly the potter flicked the crumbly clay out of
half-finished pot and changed its size and design c-
cording to. the clay he had left. Then the word of

you as this potter has done?”

- Jeremiah apphes the 111ustrat10n to nat1ona
Paul in Romans 9 applies it to sp1r1tua1 life. S
important that we catch the intent- of
parable. S

The parable undoubtedly underlmes the so
eignty of God. But there : are those who then | ju
the conclusion that God is arbitrary and ‘capr
and ‘we are passive and 1rrespons1ble Some
gloried in it and some have revolted against 1
both-have: accepted a d1storted kind of Divi
ere1gnty God does not teach that at all elther

J erem1ah was Watch1ng a potter not a ch1 i
man is. seriously engaged in a life work of m
vessels to be sold to buy . bread This is not a
who  would playfully make one kind of pc
break it to make another. So God, who has po
to be arb1trary is never s0. To p1cture God as so
ere1gn in that sense is blasphemy H1s sovere
is always a holy soverewnty

There are people today who scan the t angl"‘
threads of modern history and lift their eyes piou
ly and say, “No one knows why God deals thus with
the world and no one needs to know. We must sit
ply trust.” That is not true. We do know why G

know and it is' not enough to trust if our trusti

testimony, whether at the polls, or at Washmgton
San Francisco, or in public office.

Nor is it true that the potter’s Work fa11ed be-

ple but fraught with great spiritual s1dn1ﬁcance

watching a potter at work for hours before he saw
the thing happen that Jeremiah describes, and- it
not due: to the potter’s capr1ce or his mexpertness,
but it is due to a fault in the clay.” There was too




God is'a soverelgn God “He doeth Wlth the hosts'
~of heaven and the hosts of earth accordmg to His

- good pleasure,” but His good pleasure is hever any-

“thing but GOOD. His dealings with men and na- -

" tions are determmed not alone by His own will, but
e bv ‘what he finds in the clay with which he deals.

" The result of that sovereign Potter’s dealings
G W1th nations may be the same as that of any potter
- with faulty clay. He may change the design of His
S work, and make it smaller. This He did with Egypt
- in the days of Moses. The ten plagues and the loss
of an entire army in the Red Sea did.not wipe out
- “Egypt but it did trim it down so that it was many
- generations before Egypt again appears as a formid-
 able power in history. God may destroy the pot He
. is making and use a little of the material to form
. a new vessel. This He did with Judah. God may
utterly destroy His vessel and throw away the clay.
'He did so with Babylon, Assyria, Persia, Macedo-
;f,nla kRorne, and Germany. : ,

st111 deals Just that Way, J eremlah sa1d “If a

‘d Wlﬂ change H1s dealing with that nat1on
pthe chande is: instantaneous.

~the recent war and the prospect of world peace.
To such minds it is all very simple. Over THERE
are nations with bloated ambitions and. without
s¢ uples who are bent on subjugating large portions
1e world for their own profit. Over HERE are
kIOI’lS with nothing but high humanitarian ideals

, izatlon It is thus snnply a matter of utterly de-
"y.gfeatmg the Aggressors and then these ideals will
“utornatlcally tr1umph ' :

;- any nation, changes its bearing toward

_There are those who are blindly optimistic about

maintaining freedom, democracy and Chrlstlan'

But the, brutal fact is that there was. opportumsln,,
and falsehood and greed on both sides of this con-
flict. The problems increase: and the ideals- recede T
into the shadows now that the day of v1ctory has
come. : V : ‘

" There is only one kway' to explain,,, thisr war. The
nations of the world, without exception, whether = -
they still mouth platltudes about God or not have o
forsaken Him. e

God built and planted each of these great natlons- :
and He has been amazingly long- suffering with
them. But the Potter finds much dirt m1xed W1th
His clay. What will He do now?

Archibald McLeish, ass1stant secretary of state?;]k'f‘

said recently in New York: :
“The peace we seem to be making will be & peace of 011

a peace of gold a peace of shipping,a peace in brief, of actual .

situations, a peace without purpose or human- intent, a-peace :

of dicker, and trade about the facts of conimerce, the facts of

banklng, the facts of transportatlon which will lead us where

the' treaties of ‘dicker and trade have ' always led s’ .

But we do not need MecLeish to point out somethmd e
that ought to be obvious to all of us. One need not -
be a prophet to see that with a Communist Europe,
a Near East-dominated by the false prophetism of
Islam and the Western hem1sphere prevailingly
secularistic, mater1ahst1c, we have all the ingredi-
ents for a global war Whose magmtude staggers
imagination. The- next war, may, through robot

bombs and new methods be dec1ded in ﬁve days
rather than ﬁve years. el ST

All this can be a’ reversed plcture but 1t depe
upon whether the nations repent. And repentan
must start with a church that has been shaken
of its laissez-faire: complacency, and that m
begm in my heart and yours. ,

““Turn ye, turn ye from your ev11 Way, for w.
Wlll ye d1e ‘O House of the Natlons”‘ :
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Calvinism in Ceylon

: “[In a previous article Mr. Collette carried the story 'o‘f, the

" Dutch Calvinistic Church in Ceylon up to the close of the eight-,

‘. eenth century, when the British gained control and the Angli-
can. Church: usurped the official position in the island.  This
'second article carries. forward the 1nformat1ve account from

’thls pomt—Edltor] -

N accordance with the practice of the time a
polltlcal commissioner was appointed by the
Government to a seat in the Consistory. At first
“a member of the Church of Scotland, Calvinis-
' ~ft1c in its beliefs, was appointed; but later Rev. Mr.

- Twsitleton, a minister of the Church of England,
was appointed, who insisted that the: proceedings

,should not be in Dutch as he did not. understand.

that language. Later on the Director of Public In-

- struction forbade the teaching of Dutch in the -
. Church schools and in order to foster the use of the

o landuage the pastor of the Church, the Rev J. D.
Palm;, carried on the church services in “Dutch.
These and such like obstacles were placed agalnst
- the maintenance of the Dutch language which to-

: Uether w1th ‘the d1fﬁculty of obtaining Dutch pas-
: 'frs for the ministry of the Church re sulted in
utch being dropped as the official language of the
rch and English takmg its place in 1860 after a
'ggle for existence of 65 years.

',s; early as 1800 the transmutat1on of the form
~worship of the Nat1ve churches from that of the
utch Reformed to that of the Church of England
~began. The schools belongmg to the church were
placed under the charge of a clergyman of the
: hurch of England ‘and a Proclamation dated 24th

May, 1880, stated: “We, considering it our bounden

uty to take care under His divine providence that

nor lost by neglect, have commissioned the Rev.
Charles Fredric Schroter, a minister of the Word
of God, to translate the liturgy of the Church of
~ England into the Malabar language, which trans-
:lation being completed we hereby order that
“ it be duly read and used in all Malabar chapels.
schools and seminaries maintained by Government
for the use of Protestant Christians of this Island.”

. During the Dutch per1od there were Consistories
“at ‘Colombo (Wolvendaal) Galle and Jaffna; these
- had jurisdiction over-churches and schools of par-
“*_ticular areas. After the ceding of the Island to the
~ English the churches at Jaffna, Galle, and Matara
 were for a time ministered by proponents, the two

o ~latter churches being periodically visited: by a pas--

tor from Colombo. Jaffna, probably owing to its

vos greater dlstance frorn Colombo and the d1fﬁcu1t1es
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: formed Church, which was the sole representatlve

Galle, and- Matara but, owing to her isolation bot

‘and Calvinism began- to wane; for, though

the seed of the Gospel be not: checked with tares
Scottish

H H COIIette;

Colombo, Ceylcm S

of travel did not receive the same attentlon and k
when in the course of time the Dutch families under
the altering conditions of life left that town for the
centers of business in Colombo and Galle, there was
no congregation left and it ceased to be a. center
of the Dutch Reformed Church. The Con51stor1os
of Colombo and Galle have continued unbroken up
to the present and that of Wolvendaal (Colbmbo)
claims to be the oldest Protestant Church Court in
the East. : S
Supported by its loyal members the Dutch Re-‘

of ‘Calvinism,. cont1nued her: ex1stence ‘at Colomb

from the country of her origin as well as other ce
ters of Calvinism, she was not able to follow a p
gressive policy of propagatlng the Calvinistic int
pretation of truth, but had rather to bestir herse
for her own ex1stence and hold her people fro
falling away to those ‘forms ‘of Christianity that
began to be practlsed in the Island under the s
port of influential bodies from without and ths
were able to offer to those in the Island great mate
rial advantages. s

With English rule estabhshed in the Island 1
Church of England as indicated in the foregom‘
began to dominate the re11g1ous life of Christians

Church of England is Calv1n1st1c in her doctrin
it is quite well known that in pract1ce and preach
ing she is averse to it. Very soon a Mission by th
Wesleyans was inaugurated in the Island and i
Arminian tenets began to be 1rnb1bed in Christ
circles. : S

Immigration

But about this time Calvinism.received an addi
tion to its strength, when, after the conquest of the
Kandyan kingdom in the interior of the Island, the =
fertile areas of the hill-country were opened up
with coffee plantations.. The pioneers of this move-l,‘,f
ment were Scotchmen, and their advent was-quick-
ly: followed by: the estabhshment of the Presbyter—
ian ‘Church of Scotland, which occupied a very
‘strong. position in- the rehglous life of the Island.
However, she carried out no mission work but mere- :
ly ministered to the members. of her communion -
who were colonizing the Island. Relations between
the Scotch and Dutch Church’ were- friendly and
the former many a time supplied the latter with a




or quite a long time probably because of the f
expressed in the following excerpt from a mem

nt of a Dutch clergyman “The memorialists
- have witnessed a gradual assimilation of the old
forms of the Reformed Dutch Church to those of
" the Scotch Presbyterian Church and they feel seri-

_may gradually and eventually become altered
under ‘the ministration of " Scotch - Presbyterlan
ymen as- to obliterate its distinctive. character.”

fluential body and: gradually lose her iden-
ation when she finally agreed to a united Pres-

tery. ‘with the Scotch Church in 1882 which speci-
that each church should retain- its own. stand-

Church were to be adjudicated. according

rdlng to her:laws.. ~
gp ““Itlon he].d by the Church of Scot-

iowever, declined after the coffee blight ¢

d practrcally all the coffee estates and
a Colonial from ‘Scotland back to his
Although the tea 1ndustry took 1ts place

) build up the new 1ndustry, d1d not number very
‘,gely, and as a result there was a reduction in
number ‘'of ministers and the" activities ‘of the

indy, the hill ‘capital ‘of the Island. In more re-
years ‘the congregatlon ‘of the Church in Kandy
led and now consists' of a very small num-
er portion being members of the Dutch
than of the Scotch Presbyterian Church.
olonial Commlttee of the Church of Scotland,

his Church and contributes towards his stipend.

1t ‘world-port, the Scotch Church received large

, With. respect however, to Calvinistic doc-
e rme 1o leadership in the emphasls and. practlce of
ooitds forthcommg from her.

. The united Presbytery of the Dutch Reformed
£ {and Scotch Presbyterian: Churches, though it helps
' ‘measure to co-ordinate the activities of these

ot possess the full authority of a Presbytery
ssis ‘in respect to the ‘two ‘churches united

S te: Ordlnances of ‘State legalls1ng‘ their re-
pective activities, and under whlch the Dutch Re-

ister when she was: m'need A proposal, how-'f 'tor1es of‘ the five: local churches ncluded in t

er, to unite ‘the two churches under one Presby-'

y was strenuously opposed by the Dutch Church f1ts Jocal ’Sessmn

rial sent to the Governor: in 1869 for the appoint-  ohich provided only for one Consistory at Wolven-

‘ously alarmed that the constitution of their Church

feared that she would be swamped by the

lis seems to be implied in the terms of as-- ‘be the articles of our faith and practice yet som

stoms, and usages and that all matters of

ut""‘h,‘ Church laws, those of the Scotch Church

' Church became centered in ‘Colombo and in

Church to Bangalore Wlth the 1ntent1on that

er, still ‘continues to send out a minister for. ‘should later proceed to’ Princeton, was allowed

the years fled and Colombo became an impor-

dditions to its congregatron and today it is stiil -
~"strongly established in the general Christian life

‘present consists of six ‘ministers, two ‘being Bac

four Bangalore trained students. The maintena

branches of the Calvinistic faith in Ceylon,

~opinions contrary to ‘it.: Thls was recently 1T
. Each Church is largely autonomous, under

'med Church is. governed by a General Consis-
_,omposed of all the members of the Consis- -

‘Communion; while the- Scotch KlI‘k is governed by

daal,-was amended to meet the requlrements of the p
branch churches that had come into existence and
to include the churches at Galle and Matara’ wh1ch

‘until. then had an 1ndependent existence. .

As was implied earlier the ministers of the Rc-
formed Church from the time of the British occu-‘, i
pation have been members of the Scotch and Irish
Presbyterian Churches and although the doctrine
and liturgy of the Synod. of Dort have continued to

our customs have suffered changes into Eng h |
ways and as a result watered down the dlstlnctlve- o
ness of its. Dutch Calv1n1sm : s

Trammg oi
ihe Mlmstry

In recent years When members”of ‘our’ congreg :
t10n dec1ded to enter the m1n1std ,of the Chu h

eSsentlal for the mmlsters of the )
cants were requested to fulfil these requlrem
Unfortunately, however, a student sent b

complete his training in the former place and

ard has opened the door-to others ‘who- seek en
into the l\/hmstry W1th the same training. -

The m1n1stry of the Dutch Reformed Church
lors of Theology of Princeton and ‘the rema

of Calvinistic doctrine and the teaching of Dutch,jg"~
Calvinism does ot offer much hope of success
under stch ‘circumstances for the maJorlty are not
only not grounded in the Calvinistic faith but have
imbibed interpretations of Scripture and fo L

trated when the Sunday School teachers

teaching of the He1delber
place taken by that of W




hough 1t Was eventually adopted

In the year 1925 contact with the Dutch Reform—
- ed Church of South Africa resulted in a young and
,energet1c pastor ‘the Rev. A: J. K.de Klerk, ac-

"“ cepting a call from Ceylon and being ordained a

colleglate minister of ‘the Dutch Reformed Church

©~~in Ceylon. Within a couple of years and mainly.
‘through his instrumentality, another South African

. minister, Rev. S. F. Skeen, responded to the call of
" the Church i in Ceylon and came out in the year 1927.

- But: alas’ on his arrival in the Tsland he found his -

- friend struck down with an illness to which he sue-

- cumbed within a few days. It is to Rev. A. J. K.
de Klerk and Rev. S. F. Skeen that the Church in

. Ceylon is indebted to the recent revival of interest
" in its Dutch Calvinistic heritage and for .a desire
G after closer contacts with her sister chu che ﬁelse-
~ where in the world. Four years later receiving a
~call from his home church Rev. S. F. Skeen return-

"’,ﬁ,yyed to South Africa, and the Dutch Reformed Church

‘Wwas once again. .isolated ‘from direct contact with

any Sister: church. The Church holds a Conference

& a week at the beg1nn1ng of each -year and when
~ this was organized in 1922 it really took the form

- cerned some aspect of Church life and were dis-

- fore: long the .conferring aspect of the meetings
began to be discouraged and the Conference dwin-

,Isters of other denominations take part,. the net

nees which are now: very poorly attended. Here
olden opportumty of educating the congrega-~
s into their Calvinistic heritage and of inculcat-
in the minds of both old and young the outstand-
tenets of the Calvmlstlc falth as a life and world‘

mmon teachmg At present with the advent’

mongst them of m1n1sters ‘of Calvinistic denomi-
tions Who participated in the Conference of 1945,

1th Calv1n1st1c standards

s duédhondl o
- Problems

Schools are a prohﬁc source for the spread andv
Vi mculcatlng of the faith of the denomination that
runs them; alas! such schools as are conducted by
- the Dutch Reformed Church are conspicuous in the
’ neglect of the opportunity thus afforded them, and:
in this respect fall far short of the example of the

Church when it was first established. by the Dutch

“the Island. To a great ‘extent this may be' due

teachmg of re11g10n to: chlldren not of the fa1th of‘f
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a large proportmn of chzldren attendmg k
. Schools are Buddhists. Yet this cannot exone
- by the Church have for many years been only tho

. tricts of the city of Colombo that-are: controlled by

, government in ‘power the propagat1on of r

: ground

' of a Conference where the subjects - presented con-

“cused. The present. legal constitution of the Church
he outcome of one of these. Conferences, but be-

| into a series of addresses where very  often ‘ the teachmg of the, Sunday School mentione

It being ‘a loss of - 1nterest in the so-called Con-

m, neglected and allowed to slide into the net ‘the Church, before they are admitted into full mer

bershlp, is very short and ¢ overs six weeks, i
of the armed forces in the Island and the presence

e done in so short a ‘time and as a result ano
opportumty that presents itself for the groundr

s tone was raised more closely 1nto conforrn1ty"
TR : - of our members in their Calvinistic d0ctr1nes

‘prehend such doctrines, as, for instance, the Cove

the State ‘Education Code which prohibits the ‘ly magazine called The Herald, which is edited

nommatron condu ,ng ‘the

our school management from the neglect tow:
the children of the Church. The schools conducted

for girls. There are five of them in the various

Local Consistories. : A s1ng1e Boys school that was -
started about-a decade ago is in no better pos1t10n\,l ;
in regard to- Calv1n1st1c 1nstruct1on than 1ts older
contemporar1es ~ P
‘Under a‘new Educat1on b111 that is before the' :
State Council of the Islanid the existence of all
nominational ‘schools is threatened, and 'if it does
become law the outlook for Church schools will not
be by any means a rosy ‘one; for- with-a Buddh

teaching *will' be: further curbed and educat10n~,
vorced of its Chr1st1an not to say CalVH’llSth, bac

" The. Dutch Reformed Church mam’cam
ber of Sunday Schools as adjuncts to the -
of the young. The beginning of these schools d
back nearly a hundred years, the first of theser
ing been started in connection w1th the Wolven
church in the year 1847, They have done and
do1ng a great work; but here again. Chrlstlan al
and. doctrme is taught more in a general way
with a distinctive bent towards the Dutch Calvi
istic mterpretatlon ‘of our faith. The oppos1t1o
the introduction of the Heidelberg Catechism 1nto

earlier is an example of this. However, und
leadersh1p of a few. Calv1mst1c:ally—m1nded teac
the teaching in our Sunday Schools is taking
more of a Calvinistic outlook, that it is. hoped w
create a des1re in heart and m1nd of the young
the Ca1v1n1st1c view of life. :

The per1od of 1nstruct1on for the young people

struction being g1ven only for one hour on one d
of each of the six Weeks Obv1ously very 11tt ‘

h1story of the church is allowed to slip by and mer
bers are added to the church who do not fully co

nant of Grace; and c0nsequently'our church mem-
bership - affords  a happy hunting ground' for the
various sects whose membersh1p is largely drawn
from our people S e :

l{eligious k
Periodicals . C e e et T
~The Dutch Reformed Church pubhshes a‘mo

a: pastor tra1ned at. Bangalore It hardly ever



"‘duces art1cles educatmg our people in the Reformed

- Faith, teaching them that it is somethmg more than

- Predestination; a life and world view, a God-cen-
“tered system of faith which demands’ the expres-

. -sion of itself in every departmentof life that God

» "f"may be glorified. The Herald merely gives church

~ news and does not even editorially comment on
. matters that concern the spiritual, moral and so-
"7 cial life of her people.
few friends united to- publish a magazine The Old

- Paths, with the object of educating the people of
...the Dutch Reformed Church in their faith and. heri-

e Church In one instance an Elder wrote to the Edi-

ts articles when he can find the time to read
_them, but requesting that the magazine be not sent
to him as he thought the official paper of the Church
[‘was sufficient for its needs : -

;’;'Mlssxonary

he Church carries on Mlss1on Work in a small

th Central Province of the Island, an area in
ch the ancient capital of the Island, Anurad-
ra, is situated; a place renowned in the history
eylon for its anc1ent glories and studded with
cs of pinnacles, palaces; temples and dago-

'uddhlsm and nothing less than the full and un-
ulterated Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ can
e headway; but alas! there is such a mixture of
s al Service even to the extent of receiving a sub-
~ sidy from Government which today is more

. Buddhist than Christian, to maintain a maternity
e 'al,*Home that stultifies the Mlss1on in its witness to
. rlst and for the 25 years of its exXistence has
own hardly any spiritual progress. This mission
~ known in the Churches as the Singhalese Mission
SLig though it may seem strange to say so, a potent1al
urce of danger to the Reformed Faith; because it

S ne1ther been conceived nor is it carried out
upon the bas1s of the fundamentals of Calv1n1sm
but left to the individual views of the M1ss1onary
"~ in charge Before he took up the work of the Mis-

"~ his theological training at the Union College at Ban-
‘galore. As is to be expected, his sympathy with
and his knowledge of Calvinism is limited and as

a result the instruction given to converts brought
* “into the church is devoid of all Calvinistic tenden-
cies.

. " The Tamil Mission which is carr1ed ‘on ch1eﬂsr
,W1th1n the city of Colombo is in a somewhat simi-

x ~Un10n College tralned mlnlster of the Amer1can

:"'Mlss1on at J affna ’As in

About fifteen years ago a:

- tage.. This magazine is issued free but has been de- .
" clined by some pastors and office bearers of the

r. expressing the edification he receives from some

" Ceylon is certainly not a bright one; but there are -

e Way She has' established ‘a mission center in -the

Naturally it continues today a stronghold of"
" been attempts at alteration these have been str

trine remain one with those Calvinistic church
that or1g1nated in the Netherlands i

~ sion, the Missioner was a Wesleyan who received

lar pos1t10n “here too the. Missioner: is_a -Bangalore:
throughout all the lands of ‘the earth

“the Smghalese' M~1ss1on the o
instruction given to converts does not distinctly fol- = -

low the doctrines of the Reformed Faith. Although« o
“translations of the Heidelberg Catechism in both

Slnghalese and Tamil of the Dutch period are avail-
able, no attempt is made to revise these into present,'
day language. And so the drift from Calvinism goes =~
on; and those who are entering the Church are left
in ignorance of the Calvinistic view of life and faith
and are easily carried away by the winds of doc-
trine propagated by the sects, becoming more. and.
more unfamiliar with the doctr1ne and teaching of P
the Reformed Faith; and on occasions. that these
doctrines happen to be presented to them they are -
looked at askance, as if they were something new
and contrary to true interpretation of Scripture. .-

Prospects for
the Future

 The sketch I have tr1ed to g1ve ‘of the course- of
Calv1n1sm and its present position in the Island of =~

features ‘that do not leave us altogether without
hope of a revival: and return to the true Reformed
doctrine. Although not preached ‘and pract1sed to
the extent one would desire to record, in-the life -
and activities of the Reformed Church we ‘continue

_to hold to the three Formularies of Unity of the Cal- . |
‘vinistic faith settled by the Synod of Dordrecht and‘

there has never been any desire to break away from
these tenets. When in certain quarters there

ly resented, and the articles of our faith and. d

‘As a people we are not 1rre11g1ous and the 1i:
the community has to a-great measure cent
round the Church of our Fathers. The Bible is stil
revered and believed in. Our Calvinistic her1ta
has not passed from us, although it is dormant
regard to its expression in pract1cal form.. The,,
is. that our isolated . position in this Island, bot
a commun1ty and as a church, has left us W1thou
that contact with Calvinistic movements in ‘the
world from which we should “have imbibed that‘»7
which was needed for our growth in Calvinistic -
vigor. Lacking this we have drooped and w1thered .
under alien environments.

The motto of our Church “Spes est. regerminat” -
Is symbolized by the emblem of the stump and roots
of a tree left in the ground from, which a tiny sprout'~ i
is shoot1ng out. True to the thought set forth.in.

" this, one can continue to hope and trust and prav}" §

that in God’s good time we in this llttle Island too.
shall be made ready to join in that revival of Cal- -

vinism- that is even now gaining potential and that. :
shall one day sweep in a world. wide: movement'
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ey fog rolled up from the sea and Wrapped

Sl - the streets and houses of the city in a cold,

& damp blanket of darkness. The city fathers, attempt-
_ing to overcome the darkness, ordered that lamps be
- 1it in the: streets. ' The lamps would have shown

brlghtly, ordinarily,but they flickered and gave a
: 'ﬁtful vellow llght in the fog.

A flock of Sparrows, caught suddenly in the fog,

and not’ know1ng where to go, found their way into.

circle of yellow light around one of ‘the street

: qulte ga11y N
oIt happened that far above a soar1ng eacle saw
* the city all but h1dden in the fog, and flew lower to
- see at closer- range. As he came nearer he caught
~ the pale gleam of the street lamp and heard the

o eadle to exchange his often-lonely soaring among
-+ the rugged mountains for this cheerful group - of
companlonsfln the street and 50, he ﬂew down and

fordotten that he was still an eagle and not a. spar—
TOW and that ifa hunter saw him, the age-old ani-
nosity against eagles would assert. itself, because
‘ould ‘be a'desirable prey, and he would, more-
, be less nimble to escape such a hunter. And
1t happenedY A hunter came 1nto the circle of

ht and spied the eagle among the sparrows He
1d never have thought of shoot1ng at sparrows.
had no case against them nor were they desira-

HERE was a city on the shore of a great sea,
and it came to. pass, one day, that a thick.

- wound upon a lofty crag, far away from the city,
~-and-as he sat there .in the brilliant sunsh1ne “he

“ lamps ‘and were soon busy picking up crumbs, flut-
~tering in and out of the c1rcle of llght chatter1ng‘,

~ the world, the eagle is the child of God. ‘The hu

‘merry chirping of the sparrows It occurred to the

- knowing nothing. else are content to live 1‘n th
feeble glow. But when the child of God :exchanges;

nal Truth’

From Qur Correspondents

‘ ble game and they were much too quick to of[er any
chance of a shot. But ‘the eagle' ) r
The hunter ra1sed hlS gun qulckly The eagle,
‘unaccustomed. to his: new environment,; was nearly
killed but he escaped with wounds and flew off into =
the fog. He flew up and up until he had left the fog
far behind and felt once more the warm. glow ;
sunlight ‘upon his back and ‘wings. He nursed his

‘vowed he would never aga1n be lured by a street
l1ght and sparrows ~

Would you know the parable of the eagle and the
sparrows? The c1ty is the world.. The sea is hum
wisdom. The fog is doubt. The street lamp is mere
human learning. The sparrows are the children of

is the Dev1l ‘The sunhght is the Revelatlonj

When the fogs of doubt sweep in upon ‘the we
from the sea of human wisdom, man must pit hi
puny learnlng agalnst it and it does very littl
dispel the gloom. But the children of the world

the clear light of Revelation for the feeble glea
human learning, he soon finds himself in a1
where Satan moves. The Devil does not
hunt the children of the world, but the child of Bele
that is quite another matter! Besides, the child o
God is not accustomed to-the unnatural enviro
ment, and nearly falls before the ‘animosity a
against him, God grant him grace to escape, thou;
wounded, to bask again in the sunlight of Hi

N ETHERLANDS LETTFR

Dordrecht Netherlands
January 3 1946 -

Dear Dfr Bouma k :
N\ YES; ‘and not “Dr: Bouma only:but via him I herewith ad-
dress all- my* American and Canadian friendsand Cal-
_vin Forum readers in various parts of the world. We,

“ Hollanders, in" our “little”  country. are not restricted in .our -

x sympathles nor. llmlted in our: vision,

LRirst of all;. permit' me-to w1sh you all & Blessed New Year:
Pelhaps 1o year of ‘our-life was'as important as that which: has
'Just 'ome to a close Espec1allv for:us: in the western part of
the
the mconcelvable “distress which we “suffered under the-Nazi
reginis;© No': otie “who “himself ‘has  not experlenced this :can’
1mag1ne ‘what we swent through In’ that senge I sincerely hope
S ,f,\_that none of you will eveibe able to imagine it. But: God has
set s free, espeually through ‘the . help ‘of“the- Allies, among
fhom your natlon kfas not: the least,: Permanent tles have.been:
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" not hesitate to drop me a line once more and I shall cheerfully

etherlands it w111 be ‘an ‘unforgettable year by’ reason ot" ‘

* things in"Juda. In my previous letter about the ‘Schilder=schis
: th1s may not have been 80 apparent Pernnt me: at thls i

laid. They were already m ex1stence, but now they have be‘
drawn tighter.

With joy I noticed that many of you readers take a deep
interest in the course’ of* events -in" our land. My prekus le
ter. about the liberation of our country and also . .. about the
sad schlsm in. the Reformed Churches, became the occasion
of -writing ‘for many of you and, in ‘keeping with niy promise,
I have sent a copy of my sermon of ;llberatlon to all.who. re=
quested it. If anyone of you failed to receive your: copy,.do

forward you another

G10W1ng Prestlge of the Church

Some of you added a-few questions: Outstandln(r amono the,
was the ‘query -whether our: church life since:the llberat" i
characterized -exclusively: by ‘schism ‘and, controversy..: To. “this
I‘am happy: to ‘reply: Indeed:mno!: There are: still: many: good




- ,to enlarge upon the: blessmgs
‘7'through the ‘stress and- strain’ o the wa:
fIn the: ﬁrst place, T can say that the prest1ge of the churches
xthroughout the land has been’ greatly. enhanced: How. to ac-
“count' for this? When the Nazis invaded the land and soon

L”,dlabohcal practices, the only voice that would not-be silenced,
'-j the volce, in fact, which became more vocal -as the years went
by, was the voice of the churches. This was especially true of
* the Calvinists. Not so much the liberals and the modernists,

but ‘those groups who had always been the most positive in

*their. confess1on “proved also to be the most outspoken in their
" protest. And among these the communion to- which I have the

. (w1th whichthe Christian Réformed' Church:in the U.-S. and
i Canada stands in the most intimate fraternal relation) pro-
" tested more vigorously than any. This has cost the lives of
‘many of my brethren and -friends, and how 1 niyself escaped
1 have had occasion to tell you'in an earlier letter. The con-
- _séquences of ‘this “strong stand of the ‘churches soon became
:ev1dent Many- “who' formerly had.only words-of criticism- for
= ~churches, now . were-again filled : with: respect and. were
more ready to listen to. the: message of the church than before.
7~And many became conv1nced of the tlanscendent value of a
b deﬁmtely mrcumscrlbed Calv1nlst1c creed

M()mentOus Reform in “Hervormde”Kerk” ~'

: connect1on mentmn ‘must be made of another s1gn1ﬁ-
cant fact. “This concerns” the ‘old Established Church, known
“’f,oﬂ‘icrally as ‘de. Nederlandsche Hervormde Kerk; wh1ch is':the

‘Chureh’ from whiéh ‘the Churches of the 1834 Secession and
o f,fthe 1886 Church Reform movement had broken away. ThlS

Ca ong you will ‘still remember, why' the two secession niove-
ments took place.” Now in this old, historic ‘Church, which en-
races ‘no. less -than two-fifths: of the-total population—though
1nembership -‘of .many is only nominal—a great: change has
aken place. duriiig. these war years, a change which has glad-

was governed by ‘a small,
:hadbeen appointed by the State, and which had a part in fill-
ing: its own vacancies when these occurred. In this way this
‘small synodical body could at.no time be said to be the. true
‘voice. of the church, though that is exactly what it claimed to

nSynod of 1618 (notice the inversion:

“‘f had free play in the Chiirch.

- And noéw what has happened" During the yeals of the war
: all the Christian Churches. organized an Inter- Church Council.
“This - Council made it its business to discuss and act ‘upoii “the
dangers which - threatened the Churches. This small, represen-
4dtive body devised measures and formulated ‘protests against

'the Nazi overlord of Holland, Seiss- Inquart This made the

“voice of the churches united and strong. - This Inter-Church
Couneil had again and again spoken out courageously against
© the German tyrants, but it Has also had great significance for
" those ‘who became participants in - this Council.,

.+.."The Established .(Hervormde) Church mnow Dbecanie ~aware
- :of ‘the fact that as a church it had no vo1ce thlough which' its
k_convnctlons could” come to expression.
-~ opened: to-the evil conditions that had obtained in that Church,
.- 7 and: then: the - unbelievable happened; viz;, this unscriptural
- form ‘of ‘church government, this State Synod, which for more
“than’ a’ century-had blocked the spiritual growth-and: develop-

‘V""recently ‘ho'.one~inf “all- the Netherlands  had c011ce1ved this to

e of the ‘Beceded-Chur

“-had’silenced -the protests against their wicked principles and

~“honor to belong, viz., de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland

‘lsm, and th1s also was the reason, as many of the older . .
separate ‘body.

‘dened’ the hearts. of _many. Since the year 1816 this Church
permanent ‘synodieal body, “which

¢. “As a result the Church Order of Dort, which the famous
: 1618-1816 )y which met.in -
S " the’ very. city ‘where T now hold my pastorate, had adopted could: -
~ . mot be enforced, with the result that . (,very wind:.of. doctrme g

. Kerken? For one thing, the secession, the schlsm has-com

“sists of two ministers and two ‘elders”elected by every pr

Lycs were gradually -

. Churches to subside.

. 'nientof the National Church, has abolished itself! Until just k‘

have greeted thls as a- m1racle of heaven Als
les’ (both Secessmn and “Doleantle”); .

have greeted th1s new development with. joy. ; e
Hendrick de Cock, the Father of the Secess1on wh1ch in 1834"
began at Ulrum, wrote -in his Act of Secession (whlch he reallylo

‘named an Act of Secess1on and Return), that he would return.
to the “Hervormde Kerk” as soon as it would ma1nta1n its Con- -
fession and would abolish its unscriptural form of government, - -

Also ‘Abraham Kuyper, the leader in the “Doleantie™ of 1886,
centered. his chief objection on: the form of church organiza=
tion which had been adopted in 1816 as the chain which had =
placed the Church in bondage and robbed it of its freedom If

this State Synod had not been in existence, there would have " ;

been no. such movement .in' 1886 as’ the ‘‘doleantie! MAE What
really - took place in that movement- was not. that the- depart-f
ing. brethren: broke. away .from the existing Church but from -

the unseriptural -governmental body wh1ch ruled: the Church o

And now this governmental body, as a result of the’ war -

and the aroused public opinion in these churches, has abollshed', ,

itself. On the Day of the Reformation (October 31) in the

" year 1945. the first Synod ‘elected by the churches themselves

assembled in the: historic” Nieuwe Kerk “op .denDam” in. the &
city of Amsterdam.. .This is a happenmg of . surpassing . impor:~ -
tance in our country Even though it be only the first step. on?' .
the road of the rebirth and renewal of the Church at least. 1t; B

is the first step and’ one of the’ greatest significance. The new}~~ '

Synod, properly elected by the constituency of the denomlna? :
tion, is preponderantly- conservative ~and ‘orthodox. “And this
Synod -aims’ to effect a reform’of the Church . on..the: ‘hasis: of

.Scr1pture and the historic creed. This means, of course, that-
real church reform must still be accompllshed Modernists W1ll o

have to be set stralght by the d1sc1plmary action of the Chu b
or will,"in the’ “long “run, have ‘to be removed If this ‘is ev T
effected;” there will riot: be one reason- why ‘our:free: chu1che
(de “Gereformeerde Kerken in’ Nederland) should remaln

This great event in the Natlonal Church has commanded th
attention of ‘the entire nation. No church event of. great'
portance has occurred for more: than a century Some
young people in our Church, who are moreover dlsappm
by ‘the Sehilder- troubles in our: commumon, are saymg we
thinking - of joining* ‘the: h1stor1c Natlonal Church and
actually do: so. . e

" General Synod of “Geleformeerde Kerken

And what is the cond1t10n of affairs in the Gereformeerde

a virtual end. The~q2nd of Jan new General Synod
meet. Such a Synod usually meets onée in three years. 'It

cial Synod, which in turn .consists of the classes (presbyterles)
in that province:. It is presumed- that the entire Synod will be:
devoted to niaking replies to the overtures of complaint wh

center around the schism and also to efforts for the healing -

of the schsim. The honor-—I had better say, the burdéniiof:
being delegated to this Synod-has also fallen to me, so that<1
lhope to be in-a position before long to report to you about the 7
course of events. : : : .
God grant that 1t'may be possible to achieve ,a"reunion;) Mav o
also your prayers for this cause ascend to heaven, and may your
advice in the matter come to our attention. - Personally I would "

favor the calling of an- écumeniésl Synod of rall Reformed:yff‘:

Churches to consider anddecide upon . these problems, Vhoplng' k

‘for decisions which might satisfy: the. largest. possible: numb‘e‘r:v'*'

of people in our churches and make -the disturbances in' -our

ing for ways and: means of holding’ Such an ecumemcal Synod S
May America not be averse to such-a move! >

~And so I have ‘tried to make reply: to one of the questlo
that came from you.:- T ‘dare- not ask for more space” of my o
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Some of-us “have for some time been seek—'




good frlend D1 Bouma, nor ",f01 more pat1ence flom my readers.

- May I-add that we -again-have food and- that: although many;
‘many: thmgs are ‘still lackmg, our gratltude for -what ‘we:do -
have predommates
with kind greetings ,
' o ) Yours; ~
. P. PRINS.-

(,ALVINISM IN NORTH IRELAND

-Belfast, :
- S North Ireland,
The Editor, Dec. 11, 1945.
CALVIN FORUM, .
- Grand Raplds, Mich., U. S A

Dem Sir:

OUR kind letter of November 24th has Just reached me.
‘I have considered your invitation to become North Ire-

" .and I will. do: my best to.be of some assistance.
=1 expect. you would like a little -more information about my-
_self: ‘Well, after having - been in -business for just over four
years, I decided to study for the Christian ministry. The Church

: I chose was ‘the Methodist, -as 'my theological knowledge ‘at

i ”that time was almost: nil.” However I was a fundamentalist,
- and“when- I ‘came in contact with the ‘modernistic teaching of
O the Methodist Church in Ireland and England I was ‘simply
. amazed :Evéntually- I had to iwithdraw from that Church for
_ . “thes following reasons——(1) Modernism, (2) Arminianism; (3)
" Worldliness in the Church, (4) Unfair terms for students. I
‘.looked -about_for a:Church which was sound, but. could find
" none in all Ireland: Then T remembered the Irish Evangelical

_ Church, apphed and .was.accepted: - At this time I felt it my

cluty to expose the teaching going-on in the Irish: Methodlst

ireh, so I proceeded to" circulate papers in N. Ireland, giv-
xtracts from the various set books. Only a few supported
‘and’ all the Methodist” Ministers who replied were against

c1rculat1ng in N, Ireland. and many-have gone ‘South.
e Irish Evangehcal ‘Church is  the: only. 100% - Calvinist

Grace. At present I am in touch with most of our out-

d in the cause of Calvinism. I mentioned the Rev. Mr. Dun-
lop o Rev, Mr. Grier, and he krnows him. to ‘be: evangelical
¢ gh but would ‘hesitate in saying he was a strong Calvin-
The Presbyterian: Church here (of which Mr. Dunlop is a
ber) is soaked with Modernism. To. illustrate this I en-
_“The Irish Evangelical Church—WHY"” and “Charges
eresy,” "These will give you just an outllne of .the history
o our Church Later on we hope to have a.book by the Rev.
.. Grier, g1v1ng the full” story.

Of -late I had been concerned about the futule of “Cal-
‘v1n1sm_1n N. Ireland, and I felt I should be doing something
towards the spreading of our Faith and the unifying of ouf

! forcess I believe that there should be. more. cobperation between

the Calvinist forces of the British Isles- and our brethren in
o AmeriCa, and, in Europe. I hope that the future will see this
come to:pass. Your letter, then, came to me as an answer to
;playel
THE CALVIN Forum, and if you would k1ndly let me know what
length: of an article or report to send in _each time, it would

oL will be able to tell the.Christians on this side of the ocean
about “your. domgs and labors

I.trust I shall have something . ready for you by January,‘

; 1946 I first saw THE: CALVIN ForuM advertised in.the pages
““of ‘Peace: and. Truth the official ofgan of the Sovereign: Grace
L Unlon, (84 Ludgate Hill, London E.C..4). They. gave a list- of
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Commending. you all to the Lord, I-am:

o land- correspondent, and I think T’ might be able to help.
you in this respect. I am very grateful to you for. the- of‘fer,f

- Calvinistic educat1on, Christian culture; the bankruptcy
‘modernculture,. covenantal mlllenmallsm, and- the antlthesns :

nd very. 1nd1gnant at_what I was doing. But my .con-
¢e Wwas; clear—I had done all 1 could. Those ‘papers are’

left ‘in Ireland, and we stand for the doctrines of Sover-’

nding members, and. we have some men who are really inter-

ity

“directly supplied, it might nevertheless be by the negative one.
‘or constitution that is not of an a priori conditioning in" man.

It is the p10blem of the right to authority (the rlght to a
I will be looklng forward to receiving the copies of :

T -be a ‘help. Once I get in touch with the Calvinists of the States.

all the art1cles and I sat down at once: and wrote to “you. By

‘the: way, The: Sovere1gn Grace: Unionis 'thé finest - body " of

Calvinists. in Britain-,and their publications are very valuable
to me, as there-are hardly. any other Calyinist publ1catlons;
besides theirs. o

Well ‘now, Mr. Bouma, ‘I h0pe I-have, not bo1ed you; . but:'
I feel that the above should be imparted to you;: and I-trust.- = :
that God will bless Calvinism .and Calvinists the world over. "
Again thanking you for your kind offer,  and. looking forward. - "
to future .correspondence, with :Greetings in- the Lord Jesus'j,

. Chrlst

Yours in His Service, e R
FRED S. LEAHY.

MICHIGAN CALVINISTIC PHILOSOPHY CLUB o
HE club-had a meetmg in-the summer of 1945, and” one.
(6 in the fall, both at Calvin College. :
At the meeting of August 23 the meeting was opened"‘

by the Rev, J. C. De Korne and p1es1ded by the- Secretary tig
the arrival of the president; Rev. J. T. Hoogstra.. Present weref
about a dozen members, and about two dozen visitors. Speaker
was Prof. W, Harry Jellema, Ph.D, of the University-of Indi- -
ana, who discussed the topic: *#Christianity and- the Presupposi
tions. of .Modern Philosophy.” The ‘speaker came to - the “con=:
clusion that modern philosophy has turned its back upon Greek:
idealism, .the theism of mediaeval Catholicism; and- the Pre- "
destination idea of the - Refo1matlon and especially of Calvin-
ism. This st1mulat1ng paper was followed by a lively, ‘discus=+
sion "in which such topics as the scientific method, the  fixed .
uhiverse;- common. -sense; - Communism,: Naz1sm, Confuc1anlsm,;:

Chnstlan and modern philosophy- were brought up." :

The president told the meeting about the 'new'cfederati
of the two Calvinistic ph]losophy clubs irito a National Calvin
isti¢ ‘Philosophy ‘Association”and: the posiibility of havmg th
papers of our club published through the Eastern club togethe
with rev1ews of phllosophlcal books. -

The meetmg ‘was closed by Prof, J ohn Dalmg of Calvm Col
lege. ,

The meetmg of I‘rlday, November 2, was opened by Pro
Drost after the Rev. L. Oostendorp had been chosen: v1ce~pres1
dent in a prel1m1nary meeting of the members only. -

In the public meeting 9 members and 3 v151tors were present
Dr.-J. T. Hoogstra presided. - .

Mr.: Dorr Kuizema, a lawyer, of Grand: Raplds, Mlchlgan
read.a paper on the subject, “Aspects of a Theory ‘of - Author
The thrust.of this paper was that man comes to accept
ance of ‘authority over him through a moral suasion mountmg_
to a faith in the right to the exercise thereof as being in the:
nature of a conferred power from a source beyond himself anhd*
which must be a supreme authority that possesses it in ani
of itself, and can be none other than.a personal God. The.
speaker said it had often appealed :to him that if ever proof:
called for witness of a derived authority that: could not” be:

of the impossibility of its being shown to exist on any ‘ground

rlght) that makes this. challenge. -
The theme was developed from a number of aspects There,
is the deference paid by man to fellow man. There is no rude:.
presumption’ upon him but a-decent regard for his-worth and "
dignity—which is - his, of course, as an image-bearer of God: - :
People claiming authority do so usually upon the assent of -
fellow-men. This. may be so because God has implanted:in man’
those fundamental notions. underlying - all rights: not- to“he.: S
hurt; to-receive what is due him and not to-be deprived "of”
what is his. own. The need ‘of :government "arises: out. of ‘the




,plrlcal th1nk1ng from known facts. only, lead? Authorlty s
‘here for the. grabbing to be: exerc1sed by:those who know:best
‘what: is good for the commonality of mankmd v :

* From ‘a natural: religious view man‘ came toa recognition’ of
rivalls <powerful being behind nature, Who is to be worshipped;
to Whom he
ture, in Romans 13, reveals that 'all power is from God and
*'that. the powers that be ‘do not bear ‘the sword in vain. By
“both; God’s. nattiral and’ scriptural revelation, men are morally
;and,y readily persuaded to put themselves under the authority

The purpose “of the mamfestatlon of a,uthonty 18 not melely
,power, ‘but’justice.. The state must now: right. the wrong; yet;

prmcmle of fair. dealing, ‘equity, law. Without this, authorlty
: neanmgless
but- by all. Tevelation and by :faith: in an. all authoritative andk
P fposeful God. - : :

he questlons d1scussed bore on; Inherlted authorlty, origin
0 'State ‘authority,;: choice: of alleglance, delegatlon of ‘author-
haracter of .the law,~character: of ‘man’s rights, paternal
character of state, and: article:36 of ‘the: Belgic Confesslon i
meetlng was closed by Plof Van Zyl

H J. VAN ANDEL Semetmy

INDISPENSABLE’ OR ‘EXPENDABLE’

ble or expendable If he be the Leader who is indispen-
“the’ people then thousands may be sacrlﬁced to keep

“or of his God he .may be an: expendable to be sacrlﬁced for
he. good of the cause.

,success ‘of the allies: Ttaly had to expand in" Greece -and
e Balkans The wamng prestige of Il Duce demanded 2 shot
‘the ‘arm. Tojo had to sweep up the myriad 1slands of the
cifie :"to 1nd1cate lis claims of 1mper1al grandeur The " in-
dy pensable Lieader of Italy thus gave Russia precious added
weeks sof: preparatlon, and the 1ndlspensable Imperialist’- of

the: other hand, ‘the. American staff ‘gritted: its: teeth and
ontinued ‘to ‘pour supplies’into Russia ‘though: it meant treat-
ng Wamwrlght and his heroic ‘band: as expendables The allies
ered at the  mdin point ‘and: won.* Now: we are. trylng to
make it up-to Walnwrlght and the men of ‘Bataan. :

T'wo years ago: T attended the’ commissioninig:of - a 'class’ of
eCOnd Lieutenants at' the Army Infantry School of Fort Ben-

" as’officers:” They were not 'told: You are indispensable.and that
‘thierefore you must: stay in safe places and send: out the non-
k~c:’foms ‘to: lead your platoons. Rather they knew that out of a
class of 220 only 112 were graduating—that men were being

hey . ‘marched on the platform:to get their commissions, They

 told'that-the greatest honor that can ‘come to" an: Ameri-

better man:was ready to step intohis ‘place. * How: well ‘they
'kept the falth fs written in blood -and:brawn and: battles: fought
-and won’ not by 1nd1spensable leaders-biit by expendable heroes:
“:In/the Church:shall: we:represent Jehovah of Hosts as less

modern, revolutlonaly pos1t10n can - be based 'only upon';

mlght making righti. “To-what “élse:'could “insistence upon-em=
. leadership ?:

is'accountable and Whose: will he must do. 'Serip-:

the creation: principle for communal -living remains love=the )

We: arrive at these thlngs not only by reason, -

’ -and the King under whose reign -the: banners of God have gon
. ever. forward D T

\I)ecatur,‘ Ga.
R th1nk1ng on the questlon of Leadershlp or Serv1ce
“Teads 1nt0 ‘the. questlon of: Whether a. man is. 1nd1spensa-f :

e ] - Netherland Information Bureau, serves to shed’ important
TS 1p‘beyond questlon If he be. a servant of his-coun-

aps, -right here is one key to the fallure of the axis and

* affeéted ‘dnd bitterly hostile to . the’ Netherlands Gov

"apan thus failed to strike Russia‘‘when'she ‘wag vulnerable.’ . the' Malay Arch]pelago is“apt to jump ‘atithe conclus

" ag ‘well argue that because ‘there 'is w1despread unrest

. These - men " were ‘not ‘told: The- United' States' Has no-
ands; bt your hands; and therefore it is commissioning: you'

'ﬂunked upto-the last day-and sometimes up .to the very hour

g . “Be patient and let us contlnue to help 1n the bu1ld1ng up of an
. cantis-the honor' of “commanding- American soldiers i ‘combat,” i
,_hat they should: lead: their men and Know whenever one fell'a:

X "people or with - the: German 1nvader, and ‘he chose the trai
ufficient; as ‘more: limited: and: circamseribed - thanAmerica? -

‘Shall‘{fwef present:the-glory of G'o‘d‘in ‘Christ as worthy of Tess. ‘was ‘ot to deliver: Java to the Je apanese ‘He’ d1d ot hel

P

of my Lord as much as I thmk needful to keep- mv pos1t10n of
America can' tell -her officers. that they' are ‘ex:
pendable——but God has no-hands but my hands, so my prestlgelf :
must' be maintained at ‘any cost! Brethren, such thinking is
not Christian. The ancient symbol of a Christian is an ox .
standing between ‘a plow :and. an' altar with san: inseription: =
Ready fork Either.,. When the Gestapo gave Niemoller the choice "
he declared:”God has other wicks on which He <can put ‘His
light. T am expendable, I can be sacrificed for Him.

In the first century the leaders of the Jewish’ theocracy
sumed that they -were indispensable to the ongoing of. God
kingdom. Therefore Caiaphas expressly asserted that it v
expedient for their good that Jesus be put to-death lest the
Romans come and take away from these indispensable leaders
their positions. - And Jesus exposed. the ‘sanie. selfish” thin ing =
in. His: parable of :the  husbandmen who ‘determined: to. kill th
heir ‘and:take: the vineyard for themselves; But: God’s thoug £
were not as man’s thoughts..: The indispensable leaders of the
Kingdom. were. brushed aside, Jerusalem: was: overthrown,: ‘thes
Temple. destroyed ‘the theocracy- crushed. : The: v1neyard wasic
given to. other vinedressers...The 1ndlspensables were ot .in
dispensable. to God God made . . Christ;the "stone Whlch- :
builders. rejected - as expendable, to be. thé head. of the: ‘corne o

WILLIAM C RomNsov

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN JAVA" o
The1e appears to. be much mlsundelstandmg about the sitt

tion in the Island of Java. The following letter, written by P
féssor Barnouw-of Columbia Un1vers1ty and distributed by

on-the subject. ‘We believe we are performing a service’
readers by placing 1t in/ these colunins.~~EpITOR.
HE news from Java is dlstressmg ‘to’ every Hol

) What is happemng over there is’ probably less
“thah the’ reports that are publlshed in: the A

press would have us believe.  The uprxsmg 1tself 1s Tess al
ing ‘to"the Dutch’ than the impression’ created among the
can:public ‘that-the fifty million” 1nhab1tants of Java a

The:- reader whohas never Jived or: t1aveled in those isl

there: is WIdespread discontent” and that, consequently,
rulé is reaping the fruits of its’ own sowmg “One’mig

the labor forces in this country, Amerlcan democracy
a falluie It is; of course, Just the other way round. The
cratic system of ‘government has: ‘given-to the workers ‘a
of participation in it and, has raised; in consaquence, the!
assertiveness.. The-Natjonalists in Java ‘are not - clamori
independence because Dutch ‘rule” was unbearable, but: Jbecause
the Duteh have taught.them how to achieve: mdependence This' .
is ‘the tragedy of the present situation: The ultimate aj o
the Netherlands® government is- mot dlfferent from that of the

Nationalists. The difference is in"the tempo of the march
events towards the common goal. Sukarno -and his adheren
say, “We must have 1ndependence' now’”; the Dutch ask thi

autonomous Indones1a

Sukarno s Natlonallsm

One would do Sukarno an 1nJust1ce by: callmg hlm
ling: Quisling had the “choice’ between siding w1th h

ous role of dellverlng Norway ‘to the enemy Suk 1no

THE chLvIN; %FORUM’ E.



Jap

. ence.:
" tindér Nippon:: ‘than “under Netherlands rule.”

counted on the ultimate failure of Japan’s bid for empire. Java,
- he reasoned, would be the gainer in either event. - His patriot-
* isfn‘is above suspicion. But’'does he realize that this love of
country which  inspires him was awakened to self- -conscious-

ness -and. self-assertion by the training he was glven under:

Dutch” rule? Kartini, who emancipated ‘herself and: others ‘of

her stat1on in life from- the. social bondage in: which :nobly-"

¢ f‘born glrls ‘were " held" captlve among Java's aristocracy, once
"wrote to" a’ Dutch- correspondent “It may sound strange but

<t 1s, nevertheless, a fact that you Europeans have taught me.

’ to, Tove ‘my - own ‘land "and’ people. Instead of estranging us
'from our native land, our European education has brought us

~ nealer 6. it,’ has opened our hearts to. its beauties and: also to
Natlonal—‘

1e. eeds of our. people and to the1r ‘weaknesses”’
1sm in Java is the fru1t of Dutch’ educat1on, and the National-

'1sts who now refuse to submit to Dutch rule are turning into

g practlce ‘what they were taught by their guard1ans The guard—
“ians. are taken aback by the suddenness of ‘this self~emanc1pa—

Y tion, . They cons1dcr it premature -and -ill- adv1sed ‘But they =
There is-

'have no reason. ‘to complain_ of Javanese 1ngrat1tude
N ys an’ unavoidable element of 1ngrat1tude in the ward’s
oo escape from tutelage.
‘e‘ns declaratlon of 1ndependence

. ‘ ~ Minority Revolt
) The plesent ‘dilemmain Java, therefore, is not a questmn
“of right ‘or wrong. “It"is a question: of wisdom:ahd’ expediency.

Will: Sukarno and Mohammed Hatta be able to set up a native
g vernment ‘that will have the - backlng of all the Javanese:

L people" The island’s population is ‘not  homogeneous. - Will

'h rule ?

tthe metropolltan press must “ereate the 1mpresswn in the
er's m1nd that Sukarnos voice 'is the voice  of the Java~
people It is only the voice of 2 small m1n0r1ty of: 1ntel-k
sland’s fifty mllllons That Out of those millions no other
: g good reason:
Up tlon, stamped out all pohtlcal part1es, in the place’ of wh1ch
“built up a fascist orgamzat‘lon under Sukarno’s leader-
p. Having been - equlpped ‘with modern arms by the Japa-
se - they. -are able ‘to terrorrze their pollt1cal opponents into.
ilence. If. every Javanese could- speak out " freely, it would
oon appear that the moderates far’ outnumber the followers
L of Sukarno and Mohammed Hatta. “Sukarno has as llttle right

w'to speak for the ﬁftv ‘millions of Java as Gerald L K. Smith

~.ean speak for the one hundred and th1rty millions of the Un1ted
States k

U'nfair' Criticism of Dutch Rule ~

r- the" radio -for having intentionally ‘neglected to- educate
k:the masses, ‘and’, America’s ‘brilliant record in .the Philippines

never fails“to be quoted-on such occasions so that the -picture,
of ‘Dutch Anefficiency shall look-all the.blacker. The comparison
“ig“most unjust. Ins the _Philippines -the Amerlcans found ' a

o populatlon that had been: forcibly Chr1st1an1zed by ‘the  Span- -
“igshconquerors:

Augustinian” friars accompanied Miguel Lopez
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He *hope f seelng 3 us people” enslaved by them, but’
“found ‘them: useful “in: ‘helping “him" achleve Javanese: independ- .
‘He ‘cannot: have expected greater ‘happiness for»Java’
He either " took
" Tokyos promises of freédom’ for: Indonesia’ within the ‘Great:

. East ‘Asian co-prosperity sphere at their face value, ‘or he -

“should compare that figure not with the: percentage ‘of-li

' prestige would be. less impressive than they are 1f ‘she- had 1o
Tt is a foolish parent “who resents his

" evil¢rops of selfish 1mper1al1sm But the history of “ei

'ments of - colonization. . Europe; atthe: dawn of 'the  Christi

: - era, was ‘¢colonized by Rome:
danese,‘Javanese, and Madurese work harmonlously to—_

er" And if so; will ‘the Javanese rulers be ‘able to ma1n—,~’
the p011t1cal unity of. ‘Indoresia, which"is: the creatlon of.
"Failure on their part in- these respecéts would
1t in. c1v1l strlfe, upset the arch1pelago 8 economy, threaten'
densely populated island of Java with’ famme, reduceor,
he supply of valuable products essential to the Wellbemo'j
he world at Tar ge, and compel the Great Powe1s to . inter- -
at ‘the risk of’ unleashmg a new war. Ed1t0r1a1 commentsf

_the: products of Medlterranean agrlculture, arts: and crafts o

“nearly twenty centuries ago,,has been done by Great: Britain

als, a group’ of. extremists who cannot claim to speak: for

. their future -historians, while recounting -ir. br1ght colors ithe
s are raised .in protest agalnst their extrem1Sm has a. -
‘The Japanese, during their four-year occu- - people’s indebtedness to. the white man’s part in trammg a

.ﬁttlng ‘them for: self-rule;

»Dutch rule in the Ind1es has been criticized. in the press: and’

" mountains. of 'the Preanger. Regencies, .is' a' favorite resort of

“de Legaspl when he took ’possessmn'of the 1slands in the,; 1¢
fof ‘King: Ph111p II. His was essent1ally a mlss10nary conques

kAs a“result’ the: Filipinos are the only large mass of -Asiatic
that*has: béen imbued, through three centuries: of- Chrlstlan
practlce, w1th the culture’ and ‘the-ideals of ‘the Christian churc

"Here ‘was a receptive soil for the ‘seeds of ‘western educatlon v

In the East Indies, on the other hand, the Dutch had to deal

~with 'a Mohammedan population that was impervious to tHe ©

preaching of Christianity. It was easier to convert the pagan o
tribes that were not islamized than the faithful followers' of :

fﬁ‘the Prophet “Western teaching’ did not find here a recept1ve‘ :
“audience.: Compulsory education could ‘not be introduced. That: :

would. have led: to resistance and riots. The people had to be
coaxed into-school. Only tact, persuas1on, ‘and’ patlence “coul
achieve results. It ~was a slow, uphill labor, but. the slownes
was ‘never eng1neered by Machlavelllan admlnlstrators for: the
purpose ‘of keeping - the  masses ignorant ‘and - amenable In“
1989, forty per cent of the native youth of school age was
ceiving elementary educatlon To::be fair to" the  Duteh

among the Filipinos, but with: that among the’ Moros and other ;
non-Christian. tr1bes in- the Phlllpplnes :

Colonlal Expanswn Defended

Modern Holland: is - partly the product of ‘her “own’ colo ial
expans1on Her commerce; hér: 1ndustr1es, her: 1nternat1onal‘

exercised- control over those overseas. ‘territories. " 'The Duteh
indeed; owe'a’ great deal to the Edst Indies. But the East’ Indies
in’ their turn, owe a great deal to Holland.- There is-a tend, :
in ‘America to look with disfavor and suspicion upon colonla Cra
powers-and" to damn their pollc1es and: all their works as th

tion'‘shows that its-spréad: and- progress have been accompa

Roman: armies occup1ed “the un
developed -territories of the Celtic and Germanic tmbes, bull
roads and br1dges, founded fort1ﬁed ‘townsat. the crossmgs “of
roads and rivers, and. kept ‘the’ various . tribes. from: warril
against ‘one  another.  Roman ‘traders and ~merchants brough

the remotest ‘regions: of Gaul, Germany, “and - Britain; Rom
civil “administrators 'established Jlaw. and order . and: lald:’ the
foundations for a.civilized soc¢iety.. What Rome ‘did: i Euro

in India and Afrlca, ‘by-France in: North Africa: and the Fa
East, by Belgium 1nthe Congo, by Holland in the Malay Ay
pelago.: The time is at hand when the native peoples will: have
learnt enough from the ‘white man to govern themselves;. But

rise of  their national - independence; - will have to admit: the

Sukarnos Repubhc or Autonomous Status"

Generations . of ‘Hollanders  have lived and labored in the
Indies” and left the imprint of their activities upon-the land:
There are few families in Holland that have no ties with: those
tropical islands. - For many Dutchmen Java, and not Holland,
is-their real fatherland, the land of their Birth,” the.scerie of
their earliest memories. Intermarriage between: the white and:: "
brown races has strengthened. the ties that bind Holland:‘'and. .-
the Indies together.. A Hollander’s home in the Indies hever. . -
looks like a makeshift establishment that he seems ready to
leave at the-earliest poSs1ble moment, - It is furnished w1th the
care that one gives to a_place where one 1ntends to stay -And
many Dutch families do stay in the Indies. ‘Bandung,. in.the:

permanent residents. The t1me is long past-when" the Dutch-
mian’ thought of the Indies as an unhealthy region: wher‘ one
went at the risk" of one’s: life; to.get rich qu1ck The "vast




;‘plantatlons, and an pmate or’ government ‘of=

he 'Worked 51de by s1de V\uth Indones1ans, not as env1-,

HILOSOPHY By Fathe'/ Ja.mes L‘ondon, 1939 Bm ns,

Oates 'nd Washbmne, Ltd. 184 pages

,llosopher, Father J ames, who trles very hard to make:
plam that there isno real dlﬁ"erence between the Domlm- -

rev1va1 of the
‘ght about d1v1s10n and confuswn.

however,

Thomlstlc phllosophy,

absolutely autonomous

] velatlon ]S a check on 1eason

& an 1ntegrated system of human knowledge, and thatf
cannot be had without the: theological idea demved from’

tion that God: is+ Being:~ Mautaln, on: the: ‘other: hand

'that phllosophy 1s not only autonomous,,but self—suﬁ‘i-‘;,:g

The e)\posltlon and argurnentatlon of I‘athel James, who .
eks to defend Thomas: -Aquinas and Bonaveritura (James s’
Franclscan) by all*means, is not’ any too- ‘clear; but his book=: -
_among whom they were estabhshed thtle or o, resentment
‘was. encountered. On _the, contrary, “the ‘missionaries we
: pralsed and their work acclaimed. ' By ‘vigorous social program

let: ‘shows this very. cleally ‘that the: Catholic: philosophets: are
ally d1v1ded ifito five camps; and: that Thomas has not achieved

'g"lear salhng yet. How' could it bel Thomas’:position,’ as Fa— .
sees-it, is full-of contradlctlons, the main: one belng'
reason:is not. There is no solution:

n 1s autonomous, and’
':*That i§ very plain: from ' this' collection of ¥ ‘éssays/

1ot return ‘to ‘the simplicity of Calvin’s Institutes? If
Jaccept Calvms ‘teaching of the total: depravity of “will:

mlnd offthe salvatlon of w111 and nnnd bv the: process of

hasf :
On the one;’ hand 1s-,

Then thele ‘are: Gllson and Marl-' e
Who want to hold on’to the: Thémistic rule that’ phllosophyi”

; otal work of reason, and: vet:do not want to' fOIget that
Gllson is: not satlsﬁed w1th‘

among them and d
Nelghbor Pohcy
Because of h1s long

reactlon, Te found wag very favorable'(to Protestantlsm
t1ca11y all those mterwewed were ready to- declare that P
tant. missions had - accomphshed much good for the ' p

the Protestants - were showmg that they practlced ‘their reli-.

~gion. The Protestart’ missionary: gtrives as much as possfble
“to.¢onforin to the ‘ctistoms: and habits ‘of the people among
-Whom he: works:

“He': learns:  theit language, ‘he lives among
thenl, and by preeept and example strives: to elevate them: to

e hlgher ‘plane -of« living ¢ and: to higher: moral Standards

', shows a friendly, co- operatlve sp1r1t He estabhshes a Chmstl'




f”'cyans These characterlstlcs of the Protestant m1ss1onary and

o the value of their program’ of: act1v1ty has- drawn: the attentlon S
of observant’ Latin Americans who are qulck to’ contrast the

Protestant eagerness to help  the masses w1th the Romay
" Catholic. 1nd1fference to them. , s

";'TltS activities were gathered by the author in-the course of his

},hcsyln Latin Amer1ca, the one ‘type is fanatical, the other 1ib-
S - The .educated fall. into. the latter classification. . These
generally have no quarrel w1th Protestantism and give it credit

f txon Thls agam results ‘from the fact that 1t was possxble for

_the Spanish. authorltles in colomal days ‘to, ba1 all heretical
“The degree of control ex—

,mfuences from thelr possessmns
ercise

3 unparalleled elsewhere durmg that age Imnngr’ i

‘te‘ to the colonles

- zeal, i :
: Because there was no. competltrve church the Catholic church
Latm Amerlca sank 1nto a state of 1nd1fference and care=

rvation. in this’ connectlon, that wherever a “chureh exists
hout competltlon, there is bound to- develop ‘a carelessness

- would-be. competltor “Insome Latin American” countries,

, hought It ‘also has a stranglehold upon educations. -
he author, furthermore, calls attentlon to the.fact that our

y asmgmng Cathohcs to d1plomat1c and other ofﬁclal pos1—

,We would earn respect rather than, as now, be the ob;]ects of
" suspicion ard: d1strust for espec1ally the leadershlp of Latin

‘,‘Amemca knows-our Protestant. background ‘with its.culture and
oty heritage of rellglous ‘freedom. and ‘cannot understand ‘our+
- attitude toward the Cathohc Church We should be ashamed *
of 9. Any manusc11pts of merit not receiving . the award

’of ;}the fact that we, the leading Protestant natlon of the world

rch in hampermg or opposmg the work of
e A surprlsmgly tolerant ‘attitude ‘was s

'not predommantly Ro
ve, but 1s controlled by a m1nor1ty of m111tant Cathollcs.
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i : atlon but not rellglous hberty

Interestlng observatlons concernlng the Catholic Church and d

’ investigation. He points out that there are two kinds: of Catho= "+
" anew contest;for w11te1s of Christian adult ﬁctlon. A prrze of

’ Ch11st1an faith and Christian living.
for domg much good The fanat1ca1 Cathohcs, however, 1esent, :
has fallen far short of the: literary standards established

,mamtamed in the secular field; and they fully agree with ré
' c11t1cal articles ' published in the Moody Monthly and o

- levels.
"ducted by the’ Eerdmans Company, 1ndlcated a definite fo

read by a dlscrlmmatmg public.
cont"st h
ully regulated and only ardent Cathollcs were ‘allowed tokf'k ‘future we" shall have superlol Chrlstlan novels to rank a
The mqu1s1t10n, “t00, ‘wasa “mighty - : :
tor in ferretmg out and punlshmg‘ heresy w1th unrelentlng

'”submltted ma

ch h: flected lives - teaching or moralizing.:. -
ship, an indifference ‘which is  quite noticeable to the obgervant . =~ SRR e
atin-American, be he. Catholic or riot; The author makes the -

a callousness wh1ch drives’ that chureh’ inte ‘an tt1tude off"'“

, .2, ‘;‘Manuscrlpts should be around 100 000 words or mory
gance, not only, but also one of hatred and suspicion toward

efore, the Church controls “all phases of life, and  in most
em it openly. and: unblushmgly domlnates pohtlcal 11fe Bt

o 4;1)Manuscr1pts should be typewntten, double spaced on 8:

State- Department, has, w1thout exammmg ‘the “facts, catered‘ ;
to he w1shes and demands of. the  Cathiolic - Church in: regu- e

LB Authors

10, The ‘:‘publlshers reserve the

€ 12, “Manuscripts  shoule
'Cathollc as we are made to

e son: Ave Gland Raplds 3, chh

s,there rehglous 1 e,

‘ The foreword by John A. Mackay of Prmceton Theoy

$5,000 will be awarded for the novel: most successfully deplc ]

. The pubhshers are aware that, on the whole, Chrlstlan “fic

religious per10d1 cals.

.. The purpose of thls contest is to encourage Ch11st1an wr1 sersk; :
to raise the art of the Christian novel to a new and acceptable~"
“Roofs. Oveq Strawtown, winner in a recent contest

It veceived an excellent press and was. enthus1ast1
: It is hoped that th

step. -

t1cally with the best 1n secular fiction. -

“In harmony ,w1th thlS program . 1t is des1rable that in
ipts. the presentation of Chrlstlamty w11
achleved through skilful dehneatlon of the characters as:
move- natulally through the na 1ve, and- not through di

1. 'All residents of the Unlted” S ,es‘and Canadaf are eli

to enter, .

* length.” ‘However, no 11g1d hmlts as to minimum: or:
‘mum w1ll be 1mposed ! .

3. 'The Chrlstlanlty exemphﬁed in the manuscnpts shoul
,,'doctnne and splrlt

e evangellc

©x 11" paper. Author should retain ca1bon COpy an
- miit: original. - Every: precautlon will bé-‘taken: for safet
of’ manuscmpts, but the publlshe1s do not-assumne’ respon
bility in . case of loss or. damage; Manuscrlpts w'l
returned’ after -the contest. :
ame ‘and address, “with ‘the title of the
““geript, ‘should: be placed in a’sealed envelop and. encl
‘with manuseript, . Author’s’ name": ‘should not ‘appe on
manuseript, Manuscrlpts should be labeled “Chr ti
: . Fiction, Contest.” .. : . i
6. ,‘Only unpublished work is el1g)ble for the contest :
7. Only one manuscrlpt should ‘be.. submitted - by each
“testant.
8. A prize of $o 000, w1ll be awarded the author of the en‘
;deonSldered best by the commlttee of Judges / ;
“first edition. author will receive 1oyalt1es ‘at usual rate

be considered for pubhcatlon at. regular royalty rates:

ight to w1thhold the . pnzgj
ove of 1nsuﬁlc1ent ‘calibe

2 $5,000. should . all

‘test closes. Ma1ch 1, 1948 Manuscrlpts should ‘b
ted before midnight, March 1, 1948 ‘

be add1 sed to: Fiction Contest nd
ns' Pubhshmg Company, 255 Je

tor, Wm. B. Ee
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@ T cannot'say how much we enjoy THE CALVIN FoRUM—every bit of it.
: It is. vely enl1ghten1ng and glves us food for thought. .
§ LOUISF‘ HOEK, Rlpon, Caht :

,bless ‘you and your pape1 in"the’ commg year. : -
: an D H MULDER, thtle Rock Ia o

butlon to our cuuent theologlcal situation. . :
: , DR. WILLIAM CROWE, Talladega, Ala

" e THE. CALVIN Forum is a most welcome visitor whose 1nﬂuence is -

' ~1nv1gorat1ng
T REV. JOHN HANENBURG,~'Hu11 Ia.

' Of"The best way I can show my. apprec1atlon of your monthly 1s tolf"’
: consnstently reriew my subscnptlon e :
: ) HENRY J VERMEER, Oakland Cahf

i icontmue to be a welcome V1snt01
: S’I‘EVE VANDER WEnLr', Sheboygan, WIS

“ 0 1 have found THE CALVIN FORUV[ a splendld source of thought stimus.

: tmctlve in style and’ content. e
S L. F W, DEN DULK, F.P.O., San Flanc1sco, Cahf

mThe apprematlon of our readers, the consmousness that we are performlng al real
leward

If you agree w1th the testlmony of our readers as given above, Wlll you not help" :
~homes? R s

'Why niot 1nt1'oduce your 1ntelhgent thoughtful friends to the pages of THE FORUM* :
‘ by glvmg them a glft subscrlptlon" :

THE CALVIN FORUM

CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY

Grand Raplds 6 ', : 1 : Ca " k ,k Mlchlgan

¢ “Hold én to- that wh1ch is good” is the reason that I renew my . -
s subscnptmn ‘every year for you1 splendid magazme May ‘the’ Lordn

[ Enclosed check for two yea1s THE FORUM makes a g1and contn-'f‘;_ ;

.. I en_]oy my subscuptlon to th1s splendld magazme 1mmensely It w1ll~, "

lation and interest while away from home"and chu1ch Tluly dis- e

_service is the only rewald we edltors 1'ece1ve It 1is also the most satlstylnw"“”

make the voice of THE CALVIN FORUM heard in w1der circles and ‘in" more
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