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[ a, recent convocation service at the D1v1n1ty

hool of the University of Chicago one of its
ofessors, Dr. William A. Irwin, presents a re-
arkable analys1s of the sp1r1tua1 ineffective- -

f the theological training offered to the pros-
inister in a liberal school such as his own.
peaking on “The Liberal Graduate” he intro-

his subject by telling about Jeremiah, his

s a prophet, and his unconquerable faith in
ah despite the sneers and opposition on the

- of his contemporarles ‘He then startled his au-
_“Yet at the msk;
ming facetious in a serious moment one may. -

dience by continuing as follows

ent that for such steadfastness J eremlah pos-

of formal theolog1ca1 educatlon"’ E

then beg1ns the analys1s of the typically

‘young man’s preparation for the ministry.

10se who survive the ordeal of passing through
the modern college and have not lost the dream
first lured them (as many of them do) are then

beral tralnmg in religion is analytic and cr1t1-
, student is required to take things to pieces;
ust appraise the parts. He finds that religion

oc1a1 phenomenon profoundly shaped by con-
tions of time and place. He pushes back and back
k e quest of u1t1mate re11g1ous meamng, and if

e, mystery

rrives at a cornplete uncertainty. And about that
ne. the dean gives him an impressive parchment
: “a pretty ribbon, tells him he is educated

a sends him out to save the world.”

o And 1est h1s audlence-——or the reader——should :
- thmk he is speakmg facetiously or half in jest, he

- continues: “I speak feelmgly T recall my own pre-
ment when with a nice fresh degree I imposed
f ‘upon a group of unoﬁendmg folk ‘as their
1leader!. ‘May the Lord have mercy upon me!
othing to g1ve themmnothmg whatever; all

' d1ss1pated in my years of college' I could .
] nly

: have been fine men .

S“ihfe-and little by little, &
of the confusion of what and why and how he-

bare the spiritual poverty of the tramlng Whl

.modernist schools offer  the theological stu
- “Liberal educat1on as matters stand is not a
~ess of conﬁrmat1on of the student’s falth d:

r1chment of his life with deeper rehglous
and experiences. It functlons to arouse:questi
With too little prov1s1on for satlsfylng answer,
harden into doubt, in the old- fashioned rel

connotation of this word. Our curr1cu1um s
“intellectual equlpment and trammg, we el ;
student 1n hlstory and cr1t1c1sm and move

of ‘hideous soc1o—psycholog1ca1 terms for

that have always been known by rehglo

drymg up. God becomes no more tha
echo of a once happy realization; religio
to certain quite secular drives; righteous:
ish the word; it is only ethlcs'mls the w

_able folk behave And what is there in i

: cultured man to get excited about‘?” BTN
ted in the seminary to a stern testing. “Mod- -

“He then reinforces his own analys1
from a letter written by a young ministe
returned from service in the fighting. for S.
this young pastor of souls: “What I want i
ogy that I can preach, be enthusiastic abou
that w111 carry conv1ctlon I d1d not know

. The churchmen that I h 'e ?" ;
They have v1s1on and n

by good works .

tive I have ever known—wa Mennomte
not one of them that has the self-assurance
the hell-fire Southern Baptist has. The ch
are reflections of the ministers. We who clair
be the custodians of the most progresswe
ism in America—and that is what we cla
going to have to pass it down to our member
make it a part of their lives. We are going to
to find a modern method.of revival that w

a comparatively »rrrellglous frontier into a
hold of faith . .. I want a theology that ca
men enthusiastic, that will set them on fi
the determination to bring God and his K

‘here on earth. I want a theology that

interesting that people will seek it, talk

‘listen dully. We are fools to ask peopl

~ the bread and m11k we put out .




eral theologlcal educatlon'; A

ictions—we have deep convictions as to the

glous earnestness. The fire of evangelism has
ne out. The urgency for the salvation of souls—
baptlze it with whatever insipid modern equivo-
n you W1ll--1s dead . . . All alike we ‘have lost
elves in analyt1cal pettlness Bunyan s old
\phor has been all too apt in 1ts relevance to

is to see the angel with the crown just above

it damagmg admlss1on'
netratlng analys1s'

‘confess1on of sp1r1tual bankruptcy’

ad nothmg to g1ve them!” |

id- not know the d1fference between salvatlon
ce and salvat1on by . good works"’

ilk we put out"’

let not ‘the reader be dece1ved

ThlS is not the confessmn of a repentent “l1beral ”

i he closmg paragraphs of the address he st1ll
ms that “the liberal minister is in possession of
sage that should set the world on fire.” With
' ,“Barthlan overtones these damaging admis-

1 by him only asa pedagoglcal ‘device to catch
sdick started this sort of th1ng some years ago

ermsm _in which, after numerous startling

d himself “at one time” to have embraced; he
s audience and readers (the sermon was pub-
‘at the time in the Christian Century) right
. into the bog of Modernism from which he
ned to have emerged. s

But the damaglng adm1ss1ons of these men stand

ey 'are eloquent.

Thelr confessed 1mpotence is a powerful 1nd1ct—

n theology from Kant, Hegel ‘and Schle1er—
to the present, .~

d’s 1nfall1ble Word' i s

y liberal mlmsters are domg WOrk of'*
hlgh worth that ‘my poor words of pra1Sef
ld be an impertinence, yet on the ‘whole the
feature of l1beral1sm has been and con~ &
es to be its mood of unconcern. We do not lack

cy of other systems!—but we do stand in need

 religious activism which the intelligent Christi

fork as ‘educators of the church’s leaders; we .

o men with the muck rake, too engrossed in - cious bug, and those who love the great veriti

the Reformed- Fa1th both .within and w1thout

have loved facts and have forgotten truth.”
- pray that he never will..

- its sentiments in our: editorial columns. Says h

~how lovely. to the ear are the songs that tel 0

. ~Zion’s ad:
are fools to ask people to follow the bread - 1011:5 advances..

~religions.
~ aries and their unique exper1ences are - head

‘attention. And about the pre- -eminent note i
“day is that the Christian m1ss1onary enterpm

of th1s liberal professor are apparently ad- order
tention and hold the interest. Harry Emerson
e dthered his- sermon ‘entitled “Beyond -

cisms against the old liberalism which he con- -

" And that is the missing note in missions. I

1t of the entire anthropocentric movement in-
‘,tom but rmghtﬂy concerned with changing heal
what a challenge all th1s presents to those‘

ies and churches that still know the glory,
ty, and the power of the supernatural Gos-

_sionary speakers in whose address: the mxss1 na

- scription ‘of customs an’d practices of thy
,to whom the. gospel is to be "rough

‘ ECENT editorials in ‘the Reformed Ch 2

" Herald have repeatedly evinced clear “think-
'i‘ ing and courageous testimony in reference, 0

the great issues at stake in the church today.
For some years the editorial columns of this de-
nominational weekly of - the  Reformed " Church
America seemed to be suffering from the splrlt 1
anemia. which inevitably results from too much
flirtation with the inclusivism and ant1-doctr1

associates with the. Federal Council of the Church
of Chr1st in America. Lou1s Benes the new edit
has apparently not yet been bitten by this p

Reformed Church in “America, may well hope

We greet with joy his recent ed1tor1al “The Mi
1ng Note in Missions,” and gladly re-echo some:

“‘There is a m1ss1ng note in a great deal of presei
day missionary literature. For the most _part
are treated to the Whole scale of its music.

Under the theme of missions
are informed of the customs and’ bellefs of the p
The - 1nterest1ng travels of the mi

news. The program'of mercy to the masses of
in physical suffering comes in for its just: sh

at the heart of our ideals of democracy and
dom, and our hope for peace and interna
And while we insist that this is tru
know that the Gospel is far more than a mean
even such ends as democracy, péace and freed
St. Paul did not journey from Jerusalem to R
to promote democracy, or even. human freed
He traveled under the: dynamlc of a life-chan;
experience and a Divine commission to “open t
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light,
from the power of Satan unto God, that they 1
receive forglveness of sins, and 1nher1tance amo;
them which are sanctified by faith that is in 1

beyond the interesting travel experiences. of
missionary to the reason why he is traveling at alli
It is not so much interested in the customs and b
liefs as in the message Wh1ch all men need. It is only
very mc1dentally concerned with chandlngf

- How-'true that~ character17atlon of certa

message has been almost completely ecllpsed by
travel experiences of the missionary -anc th




“avowed liberals only who indulge in this sort of
thing!" Neither is it a weakness that is restricted to
missionaries. In different form and under a differ-

‘ent guise the same noxious plants often flourish

luxuriously among ministers and other spiritual

_ leaders in ‘the Church. It is a popular form of

“worldliness” among those who are ambassadors
. of Christ. It is losing the heart and harping on the
- periphery. It is in line with the externalizing trend

‘everywhere apparent in our American activistic:
. atmosphere. And it is but another subtle way of

ihaving the messenger eclipse his message and the
- theocentric emphasis displaced by one that is es-
“sentially antropocentric. - C. B.

: “That Upwersﬂy
‘Project

understanding as to the stand of the Christian
. Reformed Church on the projected “Calvinis-
.~ ‘tic University” in Philadelphia. That stand has
~ been officially formulated and adopted by the Syn-
od of the Christian Reformed Church in June, 1945.
" Reaffirming its adverse stand of the previous year
- in reply to an overture favoring support from one
congregation’ and from one classis (presbytery),
- Synod gave a further account of its attitude in the
following statement, Whlch we copy literally from
- the Acts. ,
. ‘;k‘Synod declare further that, while agreeing with the pro-
;pohents of these overtures as to the desirability of a Calvin-

‘istic University, as has been proposed, it is’ Synod’s opinion
““that the brethren in back of the. University movement at Phila-

N IN CERTAIN quarters there appears to be mis-

" ‘delphia are very far from being ready to establish a university..

At best they can hope to start a Calvinistic College on a small
scale withiin the near future, which, together with our own Cal-
vin~ College and other similar institutions might serve as a
feeder for a Calvinistic University in years to come. And see-

“ing - that they have-not even begun to -establish’ such a college,

“‘the possibility of a university, however desirable, still lies in the
‘quite distant future. To recommend this movement to our peo-
. ple at this time would amount simply to our helping a group of

- fellow-Christians from our own and sister denominations to
establish ‘another Calvinistic. college in addition to our own,

“Synod declare that even though it may be contended that the
establishment of another college should not -be regarded in the
light of competition with our own Calvin College, especially in

view of the fact that this college would be expected to draw its’

- students largely from other circles than our own, Synod would

‘not raise any objections to the .establishment of such a college .

but rather hail it as a very commendable undertaking, were it
not for the fact that many of the leaders of this movement are
from sour own Church and that it may be expected that the
“financial support for this movement will therefore also be sought
to a certain extent from our own membership. And this again
would not be objectionable if we ourselves had built up our own
"college to'a full-fledged college such as we hope to see it become
some day. As it is, however, our students must still go else-
where to pursue their courses in many cases because of our
. failure to offer them what they need.

~.“That Synod reply to the Overture of Class1s Chlcago North
‘which contends that with regard-to the Calvinistic University
movement we can say with Peter of Amiens, “God wills it.”
And then adds: “If He wills it, a Calvinistic University will be

e possible,” that Scripture. also teaches us emphatically that no

one builds -a tower without first considering the cost thereof.
_QOur people have shouldered great financial burdens in recent
years,. especially in-the field of Christian education. .They will
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- people of profound convictions.

PR

" be asked to contribute still more for the very 11eceséé.ry expan-

sion of our Calvin College. However desirable a Calvinistic .
University may be; therefore, we could not expect our people. ::
nor éncourage them to offer any worth-while ﬁnanc1a1 support- -
to such a movement at this time.

“That because unfortunately the1e are indications of 1nte1na1 S
dissension even at this early date within the ranks of the Ortho-.
dox Presbyterian Church, whose leaders are the chief propon-
ents of the Calvinistic University (witness the Clark -case)
Synod declare that we must therefore naturally be hesitant in: .
lending support to the establishment of a so-called Calvinistic ' -
University when thé . leaders of this movement are not thol-
oughly agreed. among themselves as to what constrtutes true
Calvinism,

“That Syn‘od declare to find the greater reason for hesitancyf
on this score in view of the fact that some of the leaders of this
movement prefer to speak of a ‘Chustlan rather than a ‘Cal-:
vinistic’ University.” .

_C.B L

Christ for China

and | apan

-0 ONE can afford to be dogmatlc about thef‘",
far-reaching changes effected by the recent-
-1y concluded world war in the mission pat- .
tern of the Far East. For one thing, great
damage appears to have been wrought to mission- -
ary personnel as well as property in the beautiful =
and populous island of Java. Early predictions that.
this war might have a decidedly adverse influence
upon Christian missions in such a country as J apan
may prove to have no basis in fact. To be sure, dur:
ing the war the Nipponese have succeeded in 1arge~
ly liquidating American and European missionaries
from their land. But now that the end of host111t1e
has come and the score is being settled, it appears
that things missionary in the land of the rising. sun :
may take a turn in a direction not anticipated.

Whatever that direction may prove to be in the
future, it is certain that the abolition of state
Shinto, which took place by official 1mper1a1 Te-
script on New Year’s Day, 1946, will have a tre
mendous effect upon the future development : of
Christian missions. Surmises ‘and suggestions that .
Hirohito might soon officially embrace the Chris:
tian religion are, to put it mildly, slightly premas:
ture. Neither the Nipponese nor the Chinese are
There is much
adaptation and utilitarianism in all their religion.”
Did Hirohito view the prescribed shrine Worship' ag’u
chiefly a political and patriotic act, so that by the =
order of General MacArthur it is now perfectly
natural to abolish it? How much of a religious person .-
is Hirohito anyway? And is he a Buddhist as well
as a worshipper of Shinto? Will his religious pref—' R
erences, (assuming that he stays in office~which is .~ -
more than probable) follow his political and inter- -

‘national predilections? If his inclination toward

American ways of life should prove to be perma-
nent; all this may indirectly exert a great influence ~*
on the opportunities for the ‘spread of Chr1st1an1ty L
in Japan.

o



- deavor.

S Also 1n Ch1na the m1ss1onary s1tuat10n appears to
SRy be in a plastic state. Admiration for things Ameri-
.~ can is quite general in the land of Chiang-Kai-Shek -

just now. Readiness to welcome American political
-~ and international guidance may prove to operate
“favorably in the cause of Christian mission en-
, ~ Chiang’s favorable attitude toward the

‘Christian religion is a hopeful factor in the future
- picture of missionary strategy among China’s 440

i ~ millions. All this would be strengthened if General
-+ Marshall should succeed in effecting a lasting union
”b‘etween the two great factions in China with the

of the Gospel in the Far East..

present Genera11s31mo in control Already favor—'}:

able reports are coming to this country as to pros-
pects in both Japan and China for the rehabilitation
of the missionary enterprise in the coming years.
May neither the old pagan religions, nor the mod-.
ernized paganism which some European and Amer-
ican educational institutions have already trans--
planted-~1n such a leader, e.g., as Hu Shi—to

China’s intellectual centers, but the gospel of -

Christ become the dominant spiritual force in China.
- God grant that a new day may dawn for the cause -
C.B. .

The Boldness of the

Ambassador of Christ

"Graduates of the Class 1946 o s

jT IS in a bewildered and fearful world that our
- sovereign and unchangeable covenant God is
- sending you forth. You are to meet the chal-
‘lenge of our stirring times with the age-old mes-

i"‘,sage of His Word, with the gospel which is still “the
-+ power of God unto-salvation to every one that be-
- lieveth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” To

~go forth in implicit obedience to your Sender, and

. to faithfully proclaim His message, will require a

“heroism on your part which is comparable only to

- the needs of the age in which we live. A spineless
- mouther of platitudes,

a cowardly compromiser
‘with current opinions, an ambitious seeker after

s fj-prularity is less fit for the ministry to-day than

- he was in the gilded elghteenth century. What the
“world desperately needs is preachers, worthy of

© the name, men who are conscious of their divine

- calling, who have a living message to bring, preach-
~ers like Luther, Calvin, Knox, Nieméller. From- the
~Atlantic to the Pacific our churches are crying for

” preachers, true ministers of the Word of the Lord.

- The age of power in which we live calls for men
- .of power—power, not human, but divine. Tt calls
for bold, fearless men, uncompromising men.

~ In view of this crying need, the subject which I
.. have chosen for this occasion is: THE BOLDNESS
- OF THE AMBASSADOR OF CHRIST.

" Let us consider:

: its character, its source, and its
8 ‘need ' .

A  The Character
yof this Boldness

e When 1 say that the ambassador of Christ should
. 'have boldness, I do not at all mean that we must

" Adam Persenaire

Minister Christian .Reformed  Church™

Eastmanvxlle Mlch ;

have, what is. ord1nar11y understood to be “a bold*
minister.” Such a man is a disgrace to his profes~ )
sion and a stumbling-block to the church. For, if
there is anything that should characterize the bond- -
servant of Jesus Christ, it is the meekness and -
gentleness of his Master. Fact is, I do not even -
mean that we should have ministers with manly e
courage. True, such men may deserve our admira-
tion. But the boldness to which I refer is that which

the apostle Paul speaks of, when he writes to the -
Thessalonians: “We waxed bold in our God, to speak .
unto you the gospel of God in much conﬁ1ct ” This
boldness is therefore a spiritual virtue, and thus a
gift bestowed by God. To preach boldly, therefore, -
means that we shall speak the Word of God Wlthf
freedom, with plainness, without concealing or
holding back anything. That is the boldness re-
quired of you as you enter the ministry. It is the -

fruit of an unfailing fidelity to your commission as -
an ambassador of Christ, and a token of your abso--

lute sincerity in the performance of your task. '~

The Source of
this Boldness

What is the source from which this boldness 1s' :
obtained? Observe that Paul states that his bold-"
ness was found in God. He did not have it of him-
self; but he had derived it from his firm conviction .
that he was divinely appointed to preach the gos-"
pel. In other words, his boldness was wrapt up,
as it ‘were, in the consciousness of" h1s calling -as- an
ambassador of Christ. :

There is no more noble word to indicate the ,
preacher of the gospel than this word “ambassa- -
dor.”” An ambassador is clothed with all the dig- -
nity and authorlty of the government he represents

THE CALVIN FORUM MARCH, 1945,[




"Any neglect 1nsult or injury done to h1m 1s not a

personal offense, but an offense to the sovereign-

- .who has commissioned him. To send him away is
to break off relations with the government he rep-
resents; for the ambassador speaks wholly for his
" ruler, he is his ruler’s mouthpiece. In the perform-

" ance of his office he never utters his own thoughts,
-+ promises, or demands, but only those of his sender,

- His own person lends no weight to what he says;
“but they to whom he is sent must see and hear in

 him only the king who sent him. Truly, if we ap-

ply all these ideas associated with the term “am-
. bassador” to ourselves, as ministers of the Word,
 then we shall realize what this boldness is that is
required of us. We may never act as if we are deal-
ing with men. We may never let men think that
they are dealing only with us. But we are respon-
sible to the King of kings, and the Lord of lords.
~His word we must speak, His demands we must
“make, His promises and invitations we must pre-
~sent. As Paul says in 2 Cor. 5: “But all things are
-~ of God, who reconciled us to Himself through

Christ, and gave unto us the ministry of reconcilia-
~ tion; to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the

- world unto Himself, not reckoning unto them their
trespasses, and having committed unto us the word

. of reconciliation. We are ambassadors thérefore on
. behalf of Christ, as though God were entreating by
. us: we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye recon-
-~ ciled to God.”

Again, our boldness as ambassadors of Christ

'ﬁnds its source in the message we bring. That mes-

-sage is the Word of God. With Paul we must be
~ -able to say, “I am not ashamed of the gospel; for it
~is the power of God unto salvation to every one

.+, that believeth.” Paul was not boasting of his own
Wpower as a preacher, but he was glorying in the

~power of the gospel which he had received from
God as a sacred trust. Paul might apologize for the
~ form and manner of his preaching; as he writes to
. the Corinthians, “I was with you in weakness, and
in fear, and in much trembling.” But the apostle
never-made any apologles for his message, for he

B knew that was “the power of God unto salvation.”

‘To appreciate fully the significance of what Paul
said about his gospel, we must try to listen to his
bold words with the ears of a Roman. Here was a
- little, insignificant Jew, living in the Ghetto in
" metropolitan Corinth, who had his head and his
" heart full of a certain man, whom a Roman gover-
nor of Judaea had nailed on a cross, but whom he
- himself claimed to be risen from the dead, and Lord
. of all.. Did that despised Jew think that by his
- preaching of this crucified Jesus he could shake the
throne of Caesar and conquer the mighty Roman
empire? Any Roman who would have' seen Paul,
~the travel-stalned prisoner, the “ambassador in
~ chains,” walking along the Appian Way that led to

~ the eternal city, would have looked down upon him
- with contempt. Was this the man who intended to
~ conquer Rome, and make it obedient to his cruci-

 THE CALVIN FORUM * * * MARCH, 1946

~and to solve all its problems.

_sender. If at any time he is in doubt as to what his

: ‘D1d he thmk that his fantastic rehglous 1dea1s were :

more powerful than the sharp swords and the iron
spears of the mighty Roman legions? Paul’s answer -

‘to this proud Roman would have been, “I am not

ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God -
unto salvation to every one that believeth.” =~ -

Graduates, prospective ministers of that. gospel S
this answer of Paul is the same answer that you
must give to the proud and unbelieving world to-:
day. Let us never be ashamed of the gospel; but
rather, let us boldly proclaim that it is still the =
power of God that is able to transform the world
The gospel contains. -
the only philosophy that presents to mankind the
ultimate truth; it is the only science that can teach
individuals and nations to practise rlght and noble
conduct; it is the only remedy that is able to save
men and women from the greatest evil and to. be-'n
stow upon them the hlghest good. That word is
powerful in its simplicity, able to do what no other:~
word is able to accomplish. That word of God is
the only hope of the world: apphcable to.all c1r-'f,(f .
cumstances, sufficient to dlspel all doubts, capable <
of shedding light on all the problems that face us. 5
at this present time. Let us never say, Here 1s a
siuation in which the Word of God can give us no
guidance, or tkore is a sphere in which the gospely‘
does not apply. . “

Sometlmes such voices are heard, even in our'
own circles. For example, some men will say, In
the sphere of education, or in the sphere of social
and industrial relationships, the Christian  princi
ples, derived from the Scriptures, do not apply
There we are not in the realm of redemption, but
in that of common grace. Such an antithesis is ut-
terly false! True, we do recognize general revela-
tion and common grace; but when we are called
upon to counteract the results of sin in any sphere
of human life, there is only one remedy, and that
is the gospel, and the righteousness of God that is
revealed therein. Again, some men, who are- phi:
losophically inclined, will tell us that we can hav
an ontology or an eplstemology independent from[
the Scriptures. This, too, is a deadly error. For,
even though it is true, that the Bible is not couchedig:
in philosophical language yet it teaches us clearly
that the only ultimate Reality is God, and that the
only true epistemology must be based on His rev- =
elation. “This is life eternal that they should know -

- thee the only true God, and Him whom thou didsf

send, even Jesus Christ.” (John 17:3.) And “i
Thy hght shall we see light.” (Ps 36:9)

But where shall we obtain this boldness to pro~
claim the gospel as the only remedy for all the -
world’s problems and ills? The answer is: in the - .
audience-chamber of our King. The ambassador,« o
must receive his inspiration and authority from his - -

position is to be on a certain matter, he must seek
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-~ who neglects his personal devotions.
- are filled with the Spirit, who is given in answer to .
~ prayer, shall we be bold in our testimony to God’s
. truth. This was plainly indicated in the preaching
- of the apostles.

- .guidance from him who has commissioned  him.

- This implies that the ambassadors of Christ should
. constantly resort to prayer. An ambassador who is
~ shut off from communications with his sender, is
~at a loss what to do. So is the Christian minister
Only as we

£ When Peter and John, filled with
~the Holy Spirit, gave their testimony before the

. Jewish Sanhedrin, these rulers marvelled at the
"boldness of these men, “and they took knowledge

of them, that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts
'4:13.) But these men themselves realized that their

‘boldness was not of themselves, but came from God.

‘For, no sooner were they released from the council,
~or they organized a prayer meeting, wherein they
unitedly  uttered this petition: “And now, Lord,

. “look upon their threatenings: and grant unto Thy

servants to speak Thy word with all boldness.” (vs.

129.) And they received what they asked for. “When

 they prayed, the place was shaken wherein they

- were gathered together; ‘and they were all filled
- with the Holy Spirit, and they spake the word of
~ . God with all boldness.” (vs. 31.) They had been
“ speaking with boldness all along. But now they had
. been put to the test, whether they would allow the
- Sanhedrm to intimidate them. In the same way,

~ - you will be tested. Situations will arise in your

- ‘ministry when you will be tempted to conceal the
+ truth of God. Men will seek to silence your testi-

mony in all sorts of ways: by flatteries, by threat-
nmgs by ignorements; and the devil will tempt

*fgrant you boldness always to proclaim the whole

’counsel of God

k ' ~The Need of
3 B :':;thxs Boldness

" This boldness is sorely needed in our day. It was

EEN -needed at all times; for the world: into which Christ

- fsent His ambassadors is not on friendly terms with
* the court of heaven. It is a sinful world, in which
- the prerogatives of Christ our King are often ig-

‘nored and even denjed. Fact is, sin dwells even in
the hearts and lives of God’s elect people who are

~ willing to recognize the claims of Christ’s ambas-

- sadors. Yet, at no time was this boldness more

~needed than in our own day. For we are living in

a_time of moral and spiritual 1ax1ty The world
" round about us looks upon the Christian moral

’standards as antiquated and outmoded. The terri-
_ ble happenings of the last few years, and the un-

certainties regarding the future have made men

cynical and skeptical of the ultimate triumph of

“good over evil. This has resulted in a spirit of in-
- “difference’ towards moral and spiritual ideals. Me‘n S

.. you to seek your own ease and popularity. But
~+pray that the Lord may give you strength never to
-~ hold back any part of the truth, and that He may

mbral s’en‘sibilities,'have been blunted. Pe(‘)plefarev

determined to get all they can out of the present, |
regardless of the consequences for the future. As -
ambassadors of Christ we must present the claim of =
Him who said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for 8
they shall see God.”

Again, we are hvmg in a time of 1nd1fference to ~
eternal verities. Sneeringly many are repeating the
question of Pilate, “What is truth?”’ Doctrinal in-

-différence has invaded even the Church of God.

Modernistic preachers are still repeating the fatu- -
ous doggerel:

“For forms of faith, let canting bigots fight;

His faith cannot be wrong, whose life is right.”

As Christ’s ambassadors, you are to proclaim that
life and doctrine cannot be thus divorced. Let us -
not be preachers of good morals only, vainly seek-
ing to inspire people to right living, while we fail
to bring them the gospel, which alone can lead them . -
to the source of power to live such a good life. - .

Once more, we are living in a time in which many ;
are willing to compromise the principles of the
word of God with those that are guiding the peo- °
ple of the world. Expediency, so-called’ economic
necessity, ‘social prestige and affluence are tempt- -
ing many confessing Christians to give up the

‘struggle for the right, and to submit to the anti-

christian forces which are seeking to gain control
over the whole of life. Against this tendency to-
ward - secularization and fraternization with the -

~world, you are to raise your voice in protest. You

must be ready to preach the antithesis, come what
may. Never become -a.chameleon. “For example, .
when you are convinced of the necessity of a Chris- .
tian school for our covenant youth, be prepared to
come out for your convictions, even though you -
should be in a church whose people are lukewarm
or hostile towards that cause.” Do not try to pleaSe
all men, but be true to your Sender. Dare to men-.
tion pet sins! Dare to uphold and defend good, but:
unpopular causes! And, above all, so live and sof )
labor, that men may not see you, but your Master o

The story is told that centuries ago, in the pub-

lic square of an Italian city, a certain wandering

friar preached to the people about Christ and Him
crucified. He did this so eloquently that all were
moved to tears. And then he went his way. As the
years passed the story of that sermon was handed -
down, until it became a tradition. At length the
devout people of that town decided to erect a shaft -

in honor of that preacher. But after it was finished

they wondered what name they were to inscribe on
it. For no one knew his name. None could remem-
ber ever having heard it. They searched the ar-
chives of the city; but to no avail.- Yet in due time -
the shaft was erected; and it still stands there, in- -
scribed with only one single word, a name, but not
the name of the‘preacher. The word is “JESUS”—
the name which is above every name. Thus may -

it be in your mmlstry May it ever exalt the Chr1st
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" only. For then, too, it will be a fruitful ministry,

from which God will not withhold His blessing.

"~ We are living in an age of confusion, of unrest and

fear. But the ancient promise of God still holds:
“For as the rain cometh down and the snow from
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the
earth, and maketh it to bring forth and bud, and

- giveth seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so

shall My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth:

The Problem of Wage_;s

it shall not return unto Me v01dk but it shall accom-
plish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the e
thing whereto I sent-it.”

“He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; o
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat;
O be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet:
Our God is marching on.”

[This commencement address was recently delivered at Cal- -
vin Seminary, which, as an after-effect of war-time acceler atlon, :
graduated its Class of 1946 on January 29. ———EDITOR] ‘

significance of the present dispute concern-
ing wages. Employers and others have ex-
pressed their impatience with Labor for its

N O ONE who can read ean have missed the

- “highhandedness” in daring to demand more at so
-critical a time as the present. Labor is furious with

Management for refusing to share a little more of
the great gains which Management has made and

~ which it rather confidentially expects it will make

in the near future. The public is greatly concerned

about the struggle, apparently a struggle for ad-

2o
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vantage between the greatest concentration of eco-
nomic power the world has seen, modern large

“scale industrial organizations on the one side and
"skilfully organized unions with hundreds of thou-
~sands of members on the other. The issue is one
“that is fraught with possibilities of serious conse-
“quences for society. Yet it is one that may be

settled in such a way that society as a whole may

gain.

E Are Wageé
too High?

_“Wages are already too high,” some union critic

-is likely to protest. The total take-home pay was
very high in many instances during the war. But:

that was not true in every instance during the war
and that certainly is not true of all wage earners
today. Some current wages are simply not high
enough. With large numbers of returning veterans
as well as discharged war workers in the market
for jobs, why is it that prominently placed adver-
tisements for workers seem to go unanswered? Is
it, as some think, because men refuse to work and
prefer to be on relief or to receive unemployment
insurance? When unemployment insurance pays
an individual $20.00 a week and a full time job of

'40~hours of work at 65¢ an hour pays him $26.00
- is it strange that an individual may prefer the in-
~surdnce benefit, plus some additional income from
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‘odd jobs? Can any one honestly say that $26. 00 is T

a living wage under. current conditions? :
Wages of many laborers were extremely hlgh’ .

" during the war. The cut back to lower paying jobs

and to shorter hours has, however, reduced take-
home pay greatly in large numbers of cases. This
is true in unionized industries and espec1ally true -
in non-unionized industries. It is to be expected
under the circumstances that men will do What;*
they can to force wages up. ‘

Are not most v
Workers Contented?

‘But, it is claimed, many of the workers are con-
tented with the incomes they receive and are op-
posed to the aggressive tactics of the union leaders.
How true this contention may be is rather dlfﬁcult
to determine.- Large numbers are satisfied at pres-
ent and loathe to engage in any action that may in-
volve loss of work and privation. The union leader
would, however, insist that that has always been
the case in collectlve action on the part of Labor.
Leaders must stir up their followers even. when -
the need for action is urgent. Men who claim to be
enlightened leaders say that they must anticipate -
conditions which their followers do not realize they
may have to face. Such leaders insist that theyy,y’k,‘.':
must strike at a time which they think is oppor-
tune, even if their followers do not 1mrned1ate1y'
reahze that such a time has come. o

“Although the ostensible purpose in these strikes;; .

is a wage that will match the increased cost of liv- =

ing, it is apparently an attempt to improve the posi--
tion of labor as compared with the positions of other
classes, and also an attempt to consolidate the
power which Labor has gained in the last few years. .
Management’s opposition to these. strikes has ob-
viously been strong and in some instances very bit-

ter. In general it would seem, that Management’s

purpose has been ‘the checking of Labor’s 1ncreas-\
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’ ing power, and, whether or not it could pay hlgher
wages, to check the gains the unions have been

making. Whether the attitude of Management en-
couraged Union leaders to strike or whether Union .

. leaders’ brashness evoked Management’s attitude
- would be difficult to determine. \

- Work stoppages

- caused by both sides

_The delay in production caused by the strikes for
higher wages is deplorable to say the least. Some

_ would insist that the delay is unpardonable. It

should be remembered, however, that the most
widely publicized strikes have taken place in indus-
"tries which would have required considerable time

" in any case to reconvert to peace time production.

The delay, although it has become more serious

~ than was at first anticipated, was not considered so
- very important at first.
- leaders were inclined to chuckle at the poor “tim-
. ing” of the General Motors strike. It must be re-

.~ membered too, that though the delay in production

Indeed some industrial

caused by strikes is the more dramatic, the delay

. caused by industry’s waiting for the lifting of the
- tax burden and for higher prices has also been seri-
- ous. Such stoppages of production or “withdrawals
- of efficiency” have not been so widely publicized.

" Strikes are a part of the |
Wage determining process
" Disapproval of the strikes has been widely ex-

| - pressed and public criticism of them has at times

‘been bitter. Yet resort to the strike is but one of
the inevitable steps in our generally accepted
- method of determining wages. If an individual is
.- not satisfied with the wage that is offered him he
- holds off before accepting it, and if he is so minded
~ he refuses it altogether. In bargaining with one of
- our large scale industrial establishments, however,
- the individual has little to gain by holding out. If

" he does some one else will soon take his place. Bar-
- ' gaining collectively, with the assistance of his fel-
“ low-workers,

1o the individual can strike a harder
 bargain. If the employer is not willing to meet the

3 ~workers’ demands the strike may be very effective,

certainly far more effective than the “hold-out” of
the individual employee. As the people of the
United States have learned, Labor is now far more
- powerful, because of its collective bargaining
: strength than ever before in our history.

Large scale manufacturers have always had great
- bargaining strength, especially in times when an in-

- ' crease in unemployment is imminent. It seemed for

“a time in the case of one of the current strikes that
‘Management was willing to test its strength in a
long drawn out contest with the Union. Consider-
ing the strength of the parties to the strike, particu-
-larly the hundreds of thousands of people who

R [

would have,y been affected direct]y,~ such a fight |

. would have been ruinous. It would have settled as

little as wars usually do, and would undoubtedly
have left the country W1th other problems as seri-
ous, if not more serious than the one which caused
it. ‘

Wages fluctuate
between two limits

Under conditions of competition wages may fluc-
tuate between two limits. The'upper limit to wages
is a point at which the cost of labor to the employer
is so high that it becomes prohibitive, so high that,
if the condition is long continued, the employer has
no other alternative than to quit. The lower limit
is a wage so low that it does not permit the worker
a-decent standard of living. Where the wage is de-
termined between these two limits is obviously the
result of the bargaining strength of the two parties.
Because Labor is as a rule not the scarcest factor
in production, wages do not very. frequently ap-
proximate the higher limit. To keep wages from
falling to the lower limit Labor must make 1tself

- scarce, must resort to co]lectlve bargammg

Should bigger profifs
meang higher wages?

An interesting question, posed by management in-
one of the current strikes, is this: Should a manu-
facturer pay h1gher wages than his competitor sim--
ply because he is able to do s0? Would it not be as
unfair to ask a manufacturer to pay a higher wage
than his competitors do as it would be to ask a per-
son, who can afford it, to pay more for a loaf of
bread than others are asked? The employer has a.
point here, without a doubt. He should not be
penalized for his efficiency. If he were compelled
to turn over all of the income attributable to the
greater efficiency of his plant to his employees he
would have httle inducement to continue 1n busi- .
ness. :

The employer would prefer to have his wage de~~.
termined by the wages paid in the plants of his less
efficient competitors. But in these plants the wage
earners may actually be penalized or handicapped
by the inefficiency of their employers. They may
work as diligently as do the employees in more
prosperous establishments. Their employers do not
have to pay them more than they do, because if .
they refuse to work for the wages offered, others
will soon take their places. The wages of laborers
are determined not only by their productivity but
by their relative scarcity. Sinceflaborers have as a

rule-been relatively abundant they have not al--
ways been able to bargain effectively enough to get

their rightful share of the product. It is not a fore-
gone conclusion that the greater profits of the more -

prosperous concern are attributable to the work of .
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the employer only.. They are quite certainly the
product of the codperation of the employer and his
employees. :

It is often said that if employees des1re to share

in the profits of a plant they should be willing to

share in its losses. Is it not true, as a matter of fact,
that they do? Periods of business failure and losses
do not leave employees untouched. Consider periods

~ of depression with their tragic unemployment and

their sharply reduced wages. Employees generally
do not have the reserves to fall back upon in times

 of business losses that their employers have built
" up to meet such contingencies.

Employers who can ;
should pay higher wages

~ Competition may not compel the more efficient

employer to pay higher wages. Should he? If he

~ raises wages he may encourage even greater and
,better codperation on the part of his employees, and
thus further increase his profit.

By increasing
v(rages prosperous employers increase the amount
that consumers have to spend. By increasing pur-
chasing power they increase the effective demand

~ for their own goods and those produced by others.

In times when business is improving they may both

- by bidding up the wages of labor and by undersell-
ing ‘their less efficient competitors, compel their
‘competitors to be “on their toes” or to go out of

busmess

;Wage agreements by
~competition eand arbitration

 “Give the laborer a finger and he w111 grab the

~whole hand,” it is often said. The laborer is, how-

ever, worthy of his hire and, given fair treatment,
is no more likely to be grasping than his employer ,
The lesson of “taking the whole hand” is often un-
consciously taught by those who are so afraid that '
it may be practiced by others.

Wages should be high enough to enable ernploy- .

ees to enjoy a decent standard of living. They
should be high enough to permit individuals to real-
ize themselves and to give expression to their abili-

ties. They should be high enough to encourage free
Employers’ in- -
comes should be high enough so that they can main- E

exchange of goods and services.

tain and expand production, so that they are stimu-

lated to fuller exploitation of the.resources avail- - |

able to them. Incomes of both employers and em-.
ployees should be high enough so that together they -
more fully develop the resources of this earth, more -

- fully reveal the abilities of man, and more fully re-

veal the glory of their God. To achieve such a dis- -

“tribution of income requires something -in addition-
to the operation of the forces of competition, some-"

thing more than obstinate bargaining between: two
hostile parties. ,
employers and employees must point the way to
the establishing of a just wage. If the wage is to

be just, however, it will, under such strong pres- .

sure as organized Capital and organized Labor can

exert today, have to be arrived at by men who are
capable and willing to see not only the needs of

Capital and Labor but of society as a whole. Where =
such a solution cannot be reached by representa-
tives of the two parties to the struggle. arbltratlonf: -
is the best way out. : RN

REMINISCENCE

“My boy, you want to hold this board
And help me just a bit?”
-1 held the board, but oh, the way
I took ahold of it!

The old board-fence unfinished stands . . .
A dream-ideal that’s broken;
And many years have vanished since

"V His kindly words were spoken. -

O voice that made those days S0 sweet S
Call me again, I pray! ‘ :
But . .. just a haunting silence now . . .
And gone that summer day!

The nails have rusted in the wood
And vines are clasping it.

The old board stares and stares at me;
It seems I hear him yet:

“My boy, you want to hold this board
And help me just a bit?”
T held the board, but-oh, the way

I took ahold of it!
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= ‘the Old Testament.

~ Biblical Introduction | :
- and Its Increasing Ewdence

e WDHERE is an increasing scope of objective
o @‘ evidence available for the interpretation of

SN Canonics, which is also called Biblical In-
~troduction.

- This is true first of all of general canonics dealing
" with the Scriptures as the canon or rule of faith and

- practice.

~~ We find an increasing scope of evidence touching
the general canonics of the Old Testament. This
. general treatment deals with the Old Testament as
~a unit and not with- each book separately. There
are many ancient lists of the books that belong to

creased through discoveries even in modern times.
For instance, Ben Sira’s Ecclesiasticus, coming from

-~ late post-exilic times, is a rather recent discovery,

for.it was lost many centuries and then came fo

“light again. Its study has fascinated many scholars -

of the last century interested in the canonical au-
thority or the canonical recognition of the Old Tes-

~ tament. Thus the scope of the evidence in this field

- of investigation is.on the increase.

_Again the general argument for the grounds of

- ij'Our faith in the canon has come in for fresh study.

| " This faith rests upon the test1mony of the Holy

Spirit in the hearts of believers, as is indicated also

~'in Article V of the Belgic Confession which is still -
.~ one of the favorite Protestant symbols.

However Dr. V. Hepp, in his thesis on the Testi-
mony of the Holy Spirit, advanced the position that

~there:is a general testimony of the Holy Spirit to

the unsaved and a special testimony of the Holy

~ Spirit to the believers, both of which he subsumes

under the Testimonium Spiritu Sancti. On the other
hand, Dr. K. Schilder does not subsume both under

- this one head but limits the Testimonium Spiritu

~ Sancti to the believers.
. To some this may appear to be a quibbling over
‘terms or classifications. To others it will seem to be
a search for increased clarity. To still others it is
a challenge to see what the Biblical usage of the
. term actually is. In any case, it is evident that Bib-
~lical science is not standing still, but on the move
for increased evidence, widening the scope of the
inquiries and challenging the Christian scholar to
‘broaden the scope of his data.
: Be that as it may, certainly it is the fact that
~ there is a testimony of the Spirit through the Word,

o ed o

These ancient lists have in--

Martin J. Wyngc:arden

Professor of Old Testament Interpretation
. alvin Seminary

whereby the Spirit convicts the world of sin, of

_righteousness and of judgment. We believe the con-

victions thus wrought by the Spirit to be true and
not merely similar to the truth.

Agrippa felt some such testimony. when Paul
asked him whether he believed the prophets, and
Paul testified that he knew that Agrippa believed
them. Meanwhile, Agrippa had been brought under  *
the convictions of sin, righteousness and judgment..

Balaam felt a similar testimony of the Holy Spirit .
to the truth of the Word of God when he uttered his

famous scriptural predictions,—prophecies that
have received increased attention, also from the .-
Liberals, in recent years.

This testlrnony or conviction glven by the Holy -
Spirit to the world through the Word means that

light has reached the consciousness of the sin-dark-

ened world, light from the Holy Spirit, even if the :
world loves darkness rather than light.

And the light and testimony from the Holy Spirit
to the worldling concerning sin, righteousness and -
judgment is no darkness but light, reflected light
one might say, like the light of the sun upon a black s
automobile, but light, nevertheless. .

It is the hght of common grace, and Calvin calls?’u’ki
the ignoring of the light of common gracea sm{;,f' ‘
against the Holy Spirit. :

Even Modernists and Liberals will reflect conv1c~
tions concerning sin, righteousness and Judgment
Reinhold Niebuhr spoke on the rediscovery of sin
to an attentive British audience, when German-
bombers deepened the conviction as they soared -
overhead. o

In conclusion, we may say that increasingly we
find our faith in Scripture vindicated by the testi-

- mony of the Holy Spirit, testifying with our spirits

that- we are children of God and testifying thus
through God’s gracious words of Holy Writ, as these
are applied to our hearts by the Holy Spirit, and

as the Scripture thus comes to be recognized

through the Spirit’s testimony as the very Word of

.God.

But our faith in Scripture as the Word of God is
also progressively vindicated by that action where-

by the Spirit convicts the world of our enlightened

twentieth century of sin, righteousness and judg-
ment.
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* In special canonics or the introduction to the sev-
eral books of the Old Testament, we wish to refer

to just an example or two,—illustrating the increas-
ing scope of objective evidence available for the
scientific interpretation of the Old Testament.

The Book of Chronicles was formerly regarded as
unhistorical by the higher critics of the now some-
_ what retrenching Wellhausen School of criticism.
- In fact it is quite characteristic of this view that
- Chronicles should be regarded as a gross misrepre-
sentation of the Old Testament history, as that his-
tory is reconstructed by the critics,—at variance
with much of Scripture..

- . But a noted Assyriologist, Dr. Olmstead, who has
‘written a large work on the history of Babylonia,
‘made-a -study of Chronicles, comparing especially
~ the parts not found in the O. T. Book of Kings with
‘the Babylonian inscriptions. Were the Chronicles
- materials - unhistorical, as the critics held? What
did Prof. Olmstead find? He found the investigated
parts of the books of Chronicles to check with the
- Babylonian inscriptions where evidence was avail-
able. It was my privilege to hear Dr. Olmstead read
his paper on this subject at one of the learned so-
cieties studying the Old Testament.

‘And was Dr. Olmstead relegated to the back-
- ground? Far from it. He was given a larger sphere

‘of usefulness, by going from the University of Illi-

nois, at Urbana, to the great University of Chicago,
where he served as an honored member of the Fac-
“ulty for years. Even critical scholars are quite ready
~to admit that the Wellhausen school itself has re-
“trenched from various positions that are now re-
~garded as extreme. ‘
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- for sacrificial purposes as early as Moses. :
‘light of this claim, he boldly redated the laws con--

Among the many itéms that illustrate thé advayn‘(':‘e:

-in available evidence in the sphere of Old Testa- ¢
ment introduction, one more illustration may bey",; :

cited.
Wellhausen . claimed that incense was not used

cerning incense to a later era than that of Moses.

There was a time when Wellhausen’s bold claim :

could not be refuted, for lack of evidence. But since -

then an altar of incense was found in Northern

Palestine, near Taanach, from the days before Josh-

ua, the son of Nun. One of the leading scholars of
the Wellhausen school has admitted this.
my privilege to see this altar of incense in 1931, at
the great museum of Constantinople, the museum"

that used to get one-half of the archaeological dis-
coveries made in the Bible lands that were then -

under Turkish rule. This altar of incense is care-
fully described by many a writer on archaeology. = -
~ In the light of archaeological inscriptions -and ar- -
tifacts, and especially in the light of the Scriptures

themselves, the positions of the Biblical-believing '
scholars have been given an increasing vindication. =~

because of an increasing array of ob3ect1ve ev1- v
dence, right up to our own day.

Many a critical hammer has been broken upon,
the anvil of Holy Scripture. The process will prob- *

ably go on until the end of time and the final judg-
ment day, when the convictions of sin, rlghteous—
ness and judgment will come into their own.

- Meanwhile the just shall live by faith, for ‘it is
neither by good works nor by intellectual evidence
that the victory is won. This is the v1ctory that
overcometh the world, even our faith.
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. mal,. man has made terrible mistakes.

*p‘Educatmn W1th or W1thout God

“ ., . But let him that glorieth glory in this,
that he understandeth and knoweth me . . .”

‘ N THE last decades we have seen education for
l slavery and death. It has had its reward. There
is bitter eloquence in the rubble of cities, the
chaotic furrows of country side, lives that are
no more, and lives irreparably twisted. The evi-
dence is telling that man has wandered far from
~divine controls.
~If man made by God and in His image is to an-
swer to his highest calling, he must be educated for
“God. When all the objectives of education have

8 been expressed, the one that should sum them all

- up is this: to understand and know the Lord God.

N ~ If anyone has a quarrel with that, the answer is:

“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in
. his might; let not the rich man glory in his riches;

but let him that glorieth glory in this, that-he

' understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord

~which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and
¢ righteousness in the earth; for in these things I de-
 light, saith the Lord.”

- Mlstaken

E :?Educatlonal Ideals :

\ In the course of his education, formal and infor-
Our text
~enumerates them. There is man glorying in his
wisdom. Now wisdom is surely not to be despised.

" We must seek it as a most precious treasure. But

‘man’s wisdom is often not wise enough. Man with-

- out God is not wise enough to know and to do good.

His intelligence often boomerangs because it s not

weighted with the right kind of wisdom, and the re-

‘sult is destruction that overshadows blessing.
- There is man glorying in his'might. Israel looked

: _* to political and military alliances, and in the end it

crumbled before Egypt and Babylonia. Jeremiah,
immersed in a nation’s tragedy, could speak from
experience. Contemporary J eremiahs can do the

~ 'same thing.

"~ There is man glorying in his riches. Covetous-

" ness, plundering individuals and nations, prosperity

-and its cradle songs, and the dreams of empire read-
- ily become “one with Nineveh and Tyre.”

(zenuine
Education

Over against these rmstakes of all our yesterdays

o ‘and of today the way of genuine education is still
- understanding and knowing the Lord God.
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Bastian Kruithof

Ministér First Reformed Church
Holland, Mich.

Such education begins in the home where’ parents -
must be teachers and leaders. The failure of par-
ents in this respect results in the neglect of that
essential training which is basic to the welfare of
man and his world. J. Edgar Hoover, predicting a
rising crime wave on the basis of present facts,
blames the home for much of our actual and poten-

- tial woe. Aware of the spiritual implications of the .

problem, he calls for appropriate religious fraining -
in the churches. Homes ‘without religion and its

discipline become the poison centers of society and
state. Religious instruction at father’s and mother’s

knee is vital to the individual and to mankind. Tt -

seems to have gone out along with educatmn across
father’s and mother’s knee.

Parents may not leave religious education entlre-,
ly to the church and possibly to the school. They
are responsible not only for rearing the child as an
animal with emphasis on vitamins and calories but
also for bringing up the child as a human belng
under God.

The right kind of educatlon is also shared in by
the Church. There are the Sunday services which
children should attend. Parents can set an example

- there by attending and by making kind but firm de- -

mands on the children. There are the Church )
schools, catechism classes and Sunday Schools, and
the young people’s organizations. These all demand'
the co-operation of fathers and mothers But agam,
the Church can not do it alone. L

The institution with which we usually assomate‘
education is the school. The child spends most of

[its concentrated time in the school. For that reason

its formal education should be permeated with re-
ligion. How illogical i nsist on religion in the -
home and in the church but to ignore it in the insti-
tutions of learning. How unreasonable it is to catch
up the child when it is a few weeks old into the
Cradle Roll and desire it to stay in the Church
school until death, but to expose it to 1nd1f‘ference‘ o

five days a week. oo

We are fully aware that the matter of religious
education in the schools of the land is a controver- .
sial subject. My admiration has always gone ‘out
to those brave men who dismantle mines and time .
bombs. Sometimes there is an explosion, and they
pay with their lives. If you listened to the advice

of some people, you would leave this highly con- -

troversial subject alone. But that would not be

‘showing faithfulness to the Word of God nor to a

high calling. It is unfortunate that there is contro- -
versy on this. subject, but it is more unfortgnaté, )
%
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;st111 if one succumbs to a “hush hush” pohcy for .

the sake of a peace that is no peace. The facts of
the critical situation are before us and the Chr1s-
t1an must speak.

- That matters are critical becomes evident ‘when
we get the national picture in regard to education.
In line with our general subject, “Wake up, Amer-
“ical”, we are concerned with that. It is never wise
to be provincial.. There are localities in this coun-
_try where the situation is rather ideal as in our
town. There are Christians on the school boards and
on the faculties, and most of the children come from
Christian homes. But these instances are rare, and
they may not blind us to the national scene. A wave
of strikes in Detroit disturbs us in Holland. A crime
wave in Chicago disturbs us in Holland. So also the

" trend of American education welghs heavily upon

us ' where we are.

Seculansm in
 American Educahon

The philosophy undergirding American educa-
tion has in the last decades been definitely non-re-
ligious, if not anti-religious. Moreover progressive
education, which we hope has seen its day, has done
‘a great deal of harm in making the child the author
~and finisher of its development or lack of develop-
ment. Paul Mallon in his book, The Ease Era, re-
fused publication in New York, has exploded the
fallacies of the “progressives.” And Jacques Mari-
~tain in his work, Education at the Cross Roads, has
in more scholarly fashion laid bare the weaknesses

o of a bankrupt education.
educat1on has succumbed more and,

 rvoices'in an”‘authorltatlve manner. Trueblood gives |
S a profound analysis in The Predicament of Modern
Man. He says: “In our public schools we teach our;

_children mary things about our modern world, such
~as our system of manufacture and distribution, but

:we make almost no effort to give them a 1iving3

- knowledge of the spiritual sources of our civiliza-
tion. We deliberately cut them off from their heri-
tage. In America we actually work, in many states,

‘on the preposterous theory that it is illegal to teach
~our children the faith on which our democracy
rests. The public school teacher can tell all she
likes about Nero, but she cannot tell about his dis-
tinguished contemporary, St. Paul, In any case she
cannot tell what the open secret of St. Paul’s life
- was. In most of our universities there are hundreds
of young men devoting themselves to careful prep-

aration in engineering or the natural sciences as:

against one devoting himself to careful preparatlon

“in philosophy or theology. A similar unbalance is
r . shown in umver31ty currlcula and budgetary allot- g
- ments. ]

“The sober truth is that, as a people, we do not

believe we are engaged in a race with catastrophe.”-
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Dean W111ard L. Sperry of the Harvard D1v1n1ty i
School said recently:

book. This religious illiteracy is the price paid for

- freedom of religion. Public schools and state uni-

versities, by virtue of our separation of Church and{"'

state, are prohibited from any but the most mini-

mal religious practices and are denied the ‘oppor-
tunity for anything like sober instruction in these

matters, even as history and literature. Religious

instruction in the home has become ineffective. The:~

majority of parents do not know what to teach their

children because they themselves do not know what
they believe.” : o

The report of the Harvard COmmlttee Just off e o
press, and entitled, General Education in a Free

" Society, has many. excellent things to say for the
rebirth of a liberal education, but it also states that -
“religion is not now for most colleges a practicable = -

source of intellectual unity.” When fair Harvard
says that without any appreciable lamentations we
prick up our ears and are pricked in our very souls.

Charles Clayton Morrison, editor of “The Chris- e

tian Century,” addressing the Missouri State Teach- -

ers Association several years ago, said some very

startling things. Here are a few quotations:

“I am bound to lay on the doorstep of our educational sys-
tem the prime responsibility for the decline of religion: " :
and the steady advance of secularism in Amerlcan so-'

ciety.” ®
“Yor religion, American education has what mlght be calledj
a blind spot.” ‘
“The time has come to break the taboo against rehglous
struction in the public schools.” ;
“It is just as much the function of public education to teach
religion as to teach any other subject.” .

John Baillie, the Scotch theologlan and author; of,
that dehghtful book, Invitation to Pilgrimage; lec-
turing at Princeton last summer, pleaded for Chms—
tian schools. :

These men are not crack pots They cannot be
labeled as sectarian. They see the tragic situation,
lament it, -and propose remedies. :

There are other facts which bear out what these}'

men and others say. “A questionnaire sent to 18 000’;]’"[‘;
high school students revealed that 16,000 of them =
could not name three prophets of the o1d Testa-

ment, 12,000 could not name the four Gospels, and

10, 000 could not name three of the twelve apostles.” l

The reason for this is quite apparent. The Amer-

ican Bible Society tells us that eleven states of the = -

Union require Bible reading; three prohibit it; and
thirty-four allow it but do not require it. ‘

" Add to this indifference the statements we have

quoted from responsible men, and can we st111 L
swing in the hammock of provincialism and neu- ’
‘trality with our hat over our eyes?

What has been done to bolster a losmg cause"

“The generation of youth @ -
going to our schools and colleges in the last 30 or
40. years, to all intents and- purposes, are religious
illiterates.. The English Bible is an almost unknown -




") ‘kVInad‘equat'e 3

Remedies ‘ .
“ Well, we have put the Bible in some schools. But

bthat is quite worthless unless the Bible is read. And

the. readmg of the Bible is rather insignificant un-

i less it is interpreted. I must approach the Word

with my head and my heart, and I cannot see how
others can do anything else. Neutrality stifles the

e . voice of the most positive book under heaven.

~Something else has been done in some sections
of the country. It is the matter of released time for

. religious instruction. Such time has-been granted
~ by some school boards and has been denied by

~others. In the background there always hovers the

- question: Is it legal? Aslong as there is no protest,
~ the instruction goes on. But what can happen is
~-evident from two cases in this country at the pres-

“ent time,

Released time has been banned in a section of

.. New York state because of a protest by the Roches-
- ter Freethinkers Society. As a result hundreds of
- children are deprived of religious instruction.

' Then there is the case at Champaign, Illinois. A

 woman who professes to be an atheist, and her hus-

band who maintains that “religion is a chronic dis-

“ease of the imagination contracted in childhood”
are incensed that their little boy is °
- because he is the only one not attending the reh—
~.gious training course. The little boy comments, As

‘embarrassed’””

far as I am concerned, there just isn’t any God.”

\ ~ Well, these parents have brought the issue to the
. courts, and a decision is to be handed down this
~~month.

© There you have it. An atheistic mother and fa-

- ther with a spoiled child can perhaps stop other
- “children from having the training needed and want-
" ed. T ask in all fairness whether this is freedom of

.~ religion or freedom from religion.
' Whether released time, if permitted, is the an-
~swer is, of course, also debatable. What is better, -

- to pack religious instruction into one hour or to
~let it permeate all the concentrated hours of the

~school week?

" Someone may say at this point: “You have given
us the diagnosis, but what is the cure?” That is a

~good remark. In answer it can be said that the

- diagnosis is part of the cure, To lay the problem

open before us is very important. Not to do that

~ may mean our muddling through in ignorance or

1nd1fference or resignation. ;
~ Because America is a melting pot, we may not be
. able to do what England and Finland have done,

© but.it is worth looking into- their actions.

In Eng-
land co-operation by churches and the National

i “Union of Teachers has resulted in an outline for

religious training in the schools. The excellent con-
siderations are that ‘every child should become fa-

- miliar with the Bible, that every child needs spirit-
-ual and moral training, and that all this is neces-
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(And he adds this:

sary to the development of Western 01V1llzat1on‘;;

~ Wake up, America! .
According to “The Religious Dlgest” of August

Finland also has a great program. Listen to this:

- “In all the schools from the elementary to the col-

lege level (but not in professional schools) instruc-
tion in Christianity belongs to the regular curricu-
lum, being compulsory and provided by the State - .
or the counties. In the curriculum there is Bible
history, catechism, Bible, Church history, and ele-
mentary dogmatics. Elementary school teachers re-
ceive training for the teachlng of Chr1st1an1ty ‘in .
the teachers’ colleges.” '

The protest may arise that in America we are
heterogeneous and democratic, and therefore we
cannot do what these countries are domg We should
be careful, however, that our praise of democracy
‘does not also become a praise of folly and a chant
for paganism. -

In the address of Morrison from Wh1ch we have
quoted he has two solutions. He wants teachers
trained in religion to teach in all public schools.
| “If the inclusion of religion in
1the curriculum of public education cannot be work- -
‘ed out, I see for Protestantism only one conceiva-
ble alternative. I see nothing for the Protestant .
~¢hurches to do but to establish their own schools,
" somewhat on the model of the Roman Catholic
parochial schools, and to* withdraw thelr chlldren
__from the public schools.”

As to his first suggestion, that may be- the way

-out for our country although it would not find favor -

with some of us. We are still concerned about how
Christianity is interpreted for our children and for
ourselves, and of course, we will be promptly called N
sectarian for that stand. ,

There is-another way espec1ally in those sect1ons
where the situation is still rather -ideal.
Christians can insist on the appointment of Chris-
tian teachers or ministers to train their children.
Adherents of other rehglons may do the same thing.
In these critical times it is worth making as many
test cases as possible.’ !

Practicable
Solution

The other solution of Morrison, which he prefers.
to place second, is perhaps the only practicable one
after all. Some groups have established their owrr
schools. They have done it at the expense of being
called sectarian, but they have done it while the
majority is sat1sﬁed with ﬁddlmg while Amerlca'
burns. ‘

Perhaps the best- solution will prove to be a

Christian school sponsored not by one denomina- '

tion for its own perpetuation but by several de-
ominations agreed on the fundamentals of Chris-
tianity. Even such an institution might be called
sectarian and un-American, but the charges would:
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-made flesh, Jesus Christ.

be as absurd as they are false There is a 1ur1d sky
~ over the world and over our country, and we had
N better do something and do it soon and well for the
~ Christian education of youth. With thirteen and a

‘half ‘million children under twelve in America
'growmg up without any religious: education, is it -
necessary to ask what we are headed for? And is it

wholesome to lose the main issue in prov1nc1a1 bick-
erings? -

- We had better translate some of that zeal Amer-
ica has for the Sunday School and some of that zeal
too few of us have for the Christian college into the
channels of grade school and high school education.
‘Without that our 1ncons1stenc1es stand out, and our

S lamentations will continue.
' It may be we do not have all the answers, but that,

 and liquor, but that has not curbed the urgency.

. The problem of religious education is not only as
- vital as any and all of these; it is basic to them. It /
~ is too bad so many minds are taken up with the

- peripheral, forgetting the center. Or are we readyi
/ Your haste? Yes, all that; but what saved your

to agree that rehglon is not central?
~We are not. ‘
Knowmg and understandlng the Lord God is still

: | - the primary concern of genuine education. Educa-
- tion deals with the development of the whole man.”
"‘Therefore re11g1on and for us Chrlstlanlty must

~be not a sprmkhng or a dusting process but a regen-
. erating power 1eaven1ng the whole of life. “Thus
~ saith the Lord,” and “I am the Lord” must be the
motivating tryths in this matter. We must bow in
~all things before the will of Jeremiah’s God who is
‘also our God. He exercises lovingkindness, mercy,

* and patience, and His pleading may not be in vain.
- ‘He exercises Trighteousness and judgment, and it
will go either well or ill with us as we respond. It

is up to us to glory in His revelation. The training
of our children must be shot through with that
revelation and must issue in their glorying in it.
We have the Word of God and we have the Word
What God
known must be interpreted and applied in the
home, the Church, and the school. Neglecting that
means glorying in our wisdom, might, and riches.
The past decades make clear what that has done to

" man and the world. All the white crosses in other
- fields than Flanders, all the bodies tangling with

' ‘sea weeds, all the tragic pile from Warsaw to Naga-
‘saki do not make man’s crooked paths straight. Only

. knowing the Lord God and do1ng His will can save
“the lost children of men.

. “For in these thlngs I dehght salth the Lord.” -
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 You rush to the drug-store, call out your order, Theﬂ;
| druggist reaches for his shelf. You glance at the *
'bottle and are satisfied that you have what you
/need. You toss down money and run out of the

‘more easily, and administer the medicine.

- preacher is not taken off his feet. Everythlng is 1

‘has made

Do we also delight in them? Is His Word our

seedplot, our garden? Is it the chart and compass
of all our p11gr1mage‘7 If so, our education 1s w1th,,~ :
God. : '

[This sermon was preached in the First Refmmed Chulch of e
Holland, Michigan, on November 4, 1945 ———EDITOR]

What's in a Nda'm‘e?’

HE glib question that serves as our title has ~ ‘
o  been used again and again as the final blast =
that throws over the most  superb conﬁ- Lo

dence. U
What’s in a name? Ever th1n is-in a name!
y o

Suppose a child of yours is sick, hovering pre~"
carjously on the thin edge between life and death. = -

ot have all the answers in regard to the problems Nothing can save him but a certain medication, ="

- of peace and ‘war, crime, management and labor,

store and home. The child still lives. You breathe 7;
"The .-
child recovers. What saved him? The’ med1c1ne‘7,,7}f,
child was your conﬁdence in a name. You know
nothing about chemistry. You do not know the con-
tents of that bottle. But on it you saw a name that
5, you knew and which inspired confidence. Your
~ only linkage to the curative power of that med1c1ne'
was a name. ,

" Christian preachers for centuries have stood si
by side with Peter in his firm avowal, “There is no
other name under Heaven, given among me
wherein we must be saved.” We must be saveﬂdr in
Name. ‘That is clear. L

“What’s in a name?” quips the modern but th

a name. We live by confidence in names. Not the
sheer sound or number of: syllables, of course, but
in what the name denotes. Behind every name on
the druggist’s shelf, stands the whole complex of
medical science and pharmaceutical reliability. W
can’t test that reliability or rework that sc1ence.;,
We live by the names. . ‘

No one is saved from sin by the sheer name offf}
Jesus, repeated like a fetish. But everyone ‘who is.
saved is saved by the name of Jesus because be-
hind that Name stands the Person Whose Name 1tf'f
is, and behind Him stands the loving eternal pur-
pose and unchanging fa1thfu1ness of God Whosegi
Son He is. e

We are actually and 11tera11y saved by a Name";

- -—-—ALA BANDON I

-
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our Readers

The Voice of

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS IN CANADA

Neerlandia, Albe1 ta,
‘Canada,
: January 22, 1946.
Decm  Dr. Bouma

&y, OULD you klndly place the following comiment in THE
(ZQ) CALVIN Forum?
“ o In the ForuMm of J anualy appears a letter from the
hand of the Rev, P. De Koekkoek from the Canadian north. In
_. this letter-it is stated that there is a Free Chrlstlan School at
/" Lacombe, Alberta. .
=7 A§ I'am acquainted with the school laws of the Provinece of
 Alberta, I would like to know what the correspondent. means
by that term “Free”. As far as my knowledge goes, the Free
5 Chrlstlan School of Lacombe is bound to the same curriculum
. :lald down by the Department of Education as are the Public
“Schools. : Also the pupils will answer the same examination
:questlons as the- puplls of the Public School. )
: ~What puzzles me is that when a teacher teaches in one gchool
" she is taken for a Christian teacher, and when she teaches ex-
+ actly the same subJects to the same covenant children in an-
; other- school, everything being exactly- the same, she is not.
oI therefore am driven to the conclusion that what is called
Sran Free School “is nothing but a Public ‘School in a Reformed
: jjacket If these Free Schools had their own text-books and a
“gystem of education thoroughly permeated with Reformed prin-
ciples, I would agree that we need a school of olir own. But

: \Educatlon, and have no say nor choice regarding the text-books
used, ‘and are given every co-operation by the Divisional Board
nd the Department of Education in procuring the teachers we
‘wish to have, I -cannot-see where anything is to be gained but
i that'of having our children separated from those of the world,
*‘:and that is what we have at Neerlandia.

o ‘ Sincerely yours,

~ P. TUININGA

Canada,
January 21, 1946

Detm' Editor:
9% HAT Neerlandia may not appear in an unfavorable light
by the letter of Rev. P. De Koekkoek printed in the
T January issue of THe CaLviN FORUM, we would be
: 'pleased if you would enter the following in the next issue of
+ the FORUM. ,
~In hig article entitled, “Chustlan Schools in Canada,” readers
‘wﬂl get the impression that Holland Marsh, Lacombe, and Ed-
~‘monton are setting enviable examples by erecting their own
.. Christian schools, while Neerlandia, lacking initiative, is trying
*.to christianize’ the public school.
.- This is not an accurate picture and calls for an explanation.
We"are all agreed that what is taught and practiced in a
‘school determines its Christian or non-christian character. To
““have a Christian school we need therefore God-fearing teachers
~who by walk of life and teaching lead our children to God and
_a godly life, and also a God-centered curriculum.
B The: bulldmg, as such, has no bearing on this whatsoever.
. Only, to gain freedom to teach Christianity in our schools, we
~are sometimes compelled to build our own schools, because some
"Tunbehevers living in the same district and sending then chil-
dren" to the same school, disallow this Christian teaching; and

"~ by “doing so.

‘when weé have to abide by the ruling of the Department of

‘action taken by Lacombe and Edmonton as very pralseworthy g

. _ school, and church
Neellandia, Alberta, o .

also to separate our children from the children of iinbdieveré.i
In this respect Neerlandia is very fortunate to have all people

_of Christian Reformed persuasion attending the same school

with a few exceptions, who are not opposed to Christian train-
ing in our school. But Lacombe and Edmonton are forced to E
have their own school to gain this end.

However, we are all bound by the same laws, separate and"}
public schools alike being bound to our ‘government-approved .
curriculum and allowed only one-half hour daily f01 Ch11st1an' .
instruction, if no one ob_]ects S

Now let us compare these schools. Lacombe ha’s her oan
school with a Christian teacher and has a “Christian-School.”
Neerlandia has a public-owned school, with Christian teachers
under the same laws, using the same books, and we are “try- =
ing to christianize the 'publi¢ school.” ' Anyone can see that
that is not a very fair comparison. ‘Surely, no one would ex-.
pect Neerlandia to invest a lot of money to have her fow\n )
“Christian School” while she is actually accomplishing nothing:
Would any sincere Christian teacher refuse to-
teach in our Neerlandia s¢hool but go to Lacombe’s “Christian
School,” seeing we are under the same laws, having the same"
liberties? - We do not believe in idol worshlp; surely not 1n‘
building worship. Y

The real fact is, however, that Lacombe and Edmonton and'
also Neerlandia are doing all they can for Christian education
for their children, but we are all trying to christianize the pub- -
lic school system. Now let us be honest in judging -these -
schools. Is Lacombe’s school more Chnstlan than N eerlandla ChE
Let the readers Judge. Sl

We are fully apprized of the evil “effects “of publlc schoo
books and a neutral(?) teacher, and therefore we deem th

But let us not rest until we have our own Chr. Ref, text:. B
library books-and above all teachers. Indeed, “The Lord has
done great thlngs for us”; let us then also show our huml e

thankfulness in a life that is truly God-fearing, which inel L
bringing "up our children as God-fearing ch11d1en in- home,:"—

Yours sincerely,
CeciL W. TUININGA

[These letters shed an interesting sidelight on the Chrigtian g
instruction situation in one of the Canadian provinces.  Per- .
haps our correspondent will wish. to nlake reply. We welcome -
an intelligent discussion. Meanwhile it-is gratifying to note",f
the live interest in all the Canadian settlements mentioned:in
these letters in the cause of Christian education in the school;
as well as the home and the chure¢h.—EDITOR.] -

AS TO STRIKES AND REVOLUTION

1929 Collins Ave,, SE.,
Grand Rapids T, Michigan. -
The Editor, - February 8, 1946. ~ :
TuE CALVIN FORUM, : ’
City. ; ’
Dear Dr. Bouma: ST o
'VE noticed that seldom do your subscribers take exceptlon, i
to controversial items appearing in the Forum. I suppose
delicacy of subject-matter. is one of the deterrents; and, if -
done too often, it makes one appear in the role of a cracker-
barrel spouter. But February’s issue contains an article which
should fetch a few protests from readers. So one-sided was it;:
the writer by puttinug horns on the one, conferred a nlmbus on -

the other.

THE CALVIN FORUM * * * MARCH, 1946 -



I found the anatomy of “Authorlty, Government, and

. Strlkes”, too. sprawlmg, too: indefinite, and its contents ‘quite

anemic, 1f not bloodless. I had- difficulty dlssectmg it. - I did
notice, among other things, the use. of platltude is Gerrit Hos-

: pers’ charm. = He begins by g1v1ng us a vague idea of what

. specific choice.
- nor is-he very clear in one or the’other.
states that governments must be .rooted either in the sov-

- be no half-way measure.

‘ - mendable.)

T;fhome ‘with it ...
“ alone with, his orthodox opinions . . . ”
',f'taunted him with being a general without an army. A neu-

. Tor:the King's employe received .

“such people who like him.were known for their old-fashioned

f;’,'plety RN ‘Notwithstanding, Groen emerged triumphant

Smajor’ parties.
< the Socialist.
. Parties:

~of progress, and of liberty . . . ”

, beliefs following great human  stirrings.

,,:TH,E# CALVIN FORUM * *

constitutes ploper authorlty and government, bolstering - it

i w1th quotations, then ‘winds up by implying.that Unionism is

Sin and Strikes-are the Revolution, Reading the article through

" the first-time, I was nettled trying to learn just what was the

.clear-cut issue: Re-reading it, I sniffed suspiciously at the prelim-
inary steps which served artlessly as a cover-up for his heated

- brand of censure on the present administration and the Unions.

"His introductory paragraph has a hint of the unknown quan-
tity. ‘He points out the only solution to our dilemma lies in a
He doesn’t elaborate on the “two alternatives”,

ereignty of God or in the sovereignty of man. That'’s all. Ob-
- viously one can't be a complement to the other. There must
This leaves me bewildered. There is
-“usually- much ado about men who prescribe modern Utopias; I

':' wonder- if Hospers felt qulte secure in presentmg a rather
’ :protected one.

He tags this questlonable pomt Wlth a br1ef personal sketch

. of a Dutch statesman,, and a few of his sage deductions, It
' strikes me that the lint of native sentiment clings too much to
The article proceeds with quotations from the HON- "

Hospers.
ORABLE Groen Van_ Prinsterer; a man whose very position as
the King’s secretary would determine his bias. Could it be
‘expected of this dignitary to be impartial? He [Hospers] says:
“ .. . They [Holland’s political parties] all rest more or less
‘on Teligious ideas. 'The Roman Catholic Church definitely
‘organized themselves as a party in 1865 ... . ” (This is com-
Then there was formed . the Liberal Party, and
because the *
Groen” (as-an antl-Revolutlonary) stood
His opponents

al observer might have seen him as a private out of step,
. poor-. support from

»”
.

because he and his adherents grew until his became one of the
‘The Liberal group finally got mixed in with

What strange bedfellows poli~

Although some distincetion in the ‘word is made by Hospers,

j{“through Groen and Stahl, Revolution in its malighant form and
“world-historical concept, received its inception from the French

Revolutlon. From that time on, Stahl saw it as an entity, a

-¢ancer which, undying, eats on down through history and men’s
‘minds. To quote Stahl: “ ., . The Revolution is the history
of the irreligious philosophy of the past century; it is, in its
“source and results, the doctrine which, freely developed, de-

. stroys Church and State, society, and the family . ... ” In

the same hand we have the anti-Revolutionary principle which
“ . . .. opposes anarchy, in the name of religion, of right,
From this it isn’t imperti-
nent to assume that prior to the French mess there were left
1o anarchistic tendencies or manifestations of systematic un-
And" yet history is
saturated -with the blood of peoples who rebelled against polit-

~ {eal despots and Catholi¢ ‘imperialism. But apparently it didn’t
"~ leave posterity with any serious :dislocation -of thought. Despite

this dangling thread, neither did Stahl, nor Groen, nor Hos-

... pers,. allow any consideration for the French Revolution as an
- inevitable end of a long trail of tyranny and abuse.
. was to come to its own bloody climax.

The feud
(Hospers mlght do well
;\to read Dickens’s T'ale of Two Cities.) =

‘Up to this point several questions came to my mmd Would

Hospels say that our own COnStltllthIl was 1nsp1red and- estab- o
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" rebellion.

In dogmatic style he

- structure.”
* two-party system, neither of which is religious..

conservative element. did not feel at-

This left Holland with two great religious
‘the Catholic and - the anti-Revolutionary, and, inei- -
- dentally, the majority control.
'l'itlcs make!

~and divine right to do so.

B llshed from ﬁndlngs of the Ten Commandments—»equallty fo'

all? Or was it written with a. provoking eye to certain ma~ L
terial and secular advantages? Either way he looks at it, had .=~
America a right to revolt against the mother country? Eng-" -
land had a most worthy Constitution, even though variable. ' . :
Still the Bostonians went ahead with their- tea-party and the:.«
Green . Mountain Boys defended their own brand of religion” =
with musketry. These were Revolutionaries, with - subverswe
intentions. But there is no evidence to support the belief that
the French received an evil philosophy from . the Colomsts,

_ Further on in the artlcle we read that the polltlcal partleS' .
of the United States are not founded upon. religious principles. .
Taking a heterogeneous nation like ours, could a candidate for
high office, say, a Catholic, corral a majority vote on the plat- "

form of his faith as against an opponent without .any?- 'Would -~ -
Hospers vote for the former? In one place he t‘acitly, gives:
the nod to the Catholics’ aid in an abortive strike, - In 1903,

when the Netherlands was threatened with a nation-wide rail-
road strike, the anti-Revolutionary Party, aided by the Roman'. "
Catholic Party, squelched it. “ .. . The Cabinet took strong:
position on the ground of Divine authority,”” Whose brand e
of grounds?. The Catholic’s or the Protestant’s? - N

Now we come to the heart of the article: “Umomsin“
and Governmental Authority.” Remember, Hospers ear11e1 :
quotes Groen. about revolutionary ideas—as somewhat sané-
tioned. ¢ Principles of freedom and equality. ... which
are hono1ed as the corner-stones of state-right and statem,iu;
Remember, also, our own govemment is ruled by a°
And yet it ig -
this unreligious ecoalition which the Unions are accused of
wanting to overthrow or dislodge. Now, mind, Hospers doesn’t .
say, either by implication or otherwise, that Union members'f,
are godless, so that there is a possibility of preponderance of -
religious men among them. Therefore they could be a bulwark
for setting up a government that “had Christ’s dictum as a
basis: Do unto others as you would have them do unto’ you.. No,
the Unions’ only intentions are toward insurrection, revolu-
tion, and insubordination to the legally constituted authorit
So, where are we now? The confusion grows, -~ Oh, ‘yes, Ho;
pers goes.on by castigating ex-Governor Murphy (a--devo
Catholic Christian) for permitting the sit-down strike, in the
same breath besmirching the late- President. Roosevelt’s naj
by calling him a Revolutionary. :

In the right-or-wrong question of the mt—down strlke there
is of course a vital matter involved whether or not labor h
an inherent moral (all other things being equal) right to i
job. At the time, the State of Michigan delivered its opinio
on this: Labor has, That is our legally constituted ‘duthomty
(Hospers’ reference.) - Christ didn’t actually sit down in’ the :
temple when he drove off the money—changers from " their’ own
property, but he certainly used a whip because he had ‘a moral
How is th1s to be 1nterpreted

the modern way?

But there is a solution for our present and impending poht~ :
ical crises. Again we are made to read Groen’s quotatron'
about Unionism’s growing power and demanding .everything:—
unrestrained license, etc. So to remedy the insufferable situs "
ation, the opinions as laid down by Groen, Stahl, Guizot, Vinet,
Burke, Gladstone, ete. (This last must include Hospels) should
apply. Simple,-and simple, isn’t it?
There is through the entire article.a veiled labeling of any—
body and everything as radical that is connected with our..
present government or Unions, It is an irritating device.: By - $
just branding so-and-so a Red, one gets rid of a problem-child; =
It is less embarrassing, really. Members of Congress are fond ./
of using this tag on a colleague when they find he doesn’t aglee'
with his or her opinions. e
In the present tug-of-war between Capital and Labor I take, =
the stand of a sideline observer. What I've said herein doesn’t .

~mean I like Labor better.. But from what I've seen, read, and de-

duced from happenlngs during the past twenty-five years; I like - :
‘Capital less.. When Hospers sald that plcketmg was an. act




- kind of money.

- Grand Rapids, Michigan.

‘aggresswe and not merely defensive.

. trines of Scripture.
. in our way..

of lawlessness I “‘couldn"t’ help but think of the “picketing”

" Capital. does in legislative chambers, bribing the: law-makers
Labor hasn’t that ’ ]
o - .and trembling contemplation.

“with their offensive and expensive lobbies.
They’ve got to stand in the:cold.

S| have nothing to suggest .for strike-prevention., I view a
‘strlke as I do a war: it is there, deeply disturbing and costly.
And- because they are thrust upon us, neither can I subscribe
to any 'screwball notion that they are a distillation of per-
verted thought dating back to somewhere in 1789. For, the

,'compalatlvea progress and prosperity of the last 150 years gives
| sia’s economy is fluid, apart from private investments.”
doesn’t need to wait on money-powers; her reserves are great;

it the lie. The living standard of America has been upped,

_.not by Industry’s benevolent hand, but because the Uuions,
- through numbers and-strength, fought for reforms.

Perhaps
" progress. slipped back meanwhile, but in many cases more was
gained by the realization of hidden values revealed by Labor’s
‘éxplosive charges. If Hospers can show me, logically and con-

" - eretely, that the world is worse off for having had the French

' Reyolution, I’ll then believe some of his unsupported statements,
The time is past when Labor is going to be whipped into
‘behaving like nice little boys. While the submission lasted it

e fwas unembarrassing and comfortable; and during the interims

-of revolt it is going to be unpleasant- and inconvenient. But
. maybe in the long run the genus homo will be better off for

it. - I' don’t know.

Now regarding the world’s mess which Hospers sums- up in
conclus1on, I have nothing to offer. I do know we have another
" more Serious ‘matter to consider than our own internal affairs.
The ‘anxious eyes of 10 Downing Street and of the White House
. aré looking to a greater threat to our respective economic
"systems.\ Talk about competition as we know it: in the life of

trade!

That will be insignificant compared to the competition
of the giants: NATIONS. To think that one day we may have
to abandon’ the present phase of our economy will be a tragic
No sober—minded economist‘ will '
deny the possibility. ‘
Capital, as an integral part of our ‘economic structule, has .
proven itself unstable even for our limited requirements, ~ Wit-
ness the periodic depressions, each worse than the previous
one. Our Capital is petty cash compared to the unrestricted
means which Russia can make of her unlimited resources. Rus-
She -

she needs no legal money-machinery to set her going full blast.
She hasn’t the equipment yet, but she is rapidly making prog- -
ress. Can England and the United States, with their broken-up :
industrial systems and consequent waste, keep up production
with a country which has the green light for full speed aliead.. .
and no stoppages for depressions and strlkes‘? Time will giveﬁ :
the answer, o

Yankee inventiveness and ingenuity will undoubtedly con-' :
sider all angles, and may find a way. If not, we’ll go:down
in defeat before the greatest Revolutionary nation the world has
ever known. And not necessarily through a war either. = Cer-
tainly no Anti-Revolutionary Party will stop them, Perhaps
realism will yet be forced on us. In case Hospers doesn’t know: - :
it, it might be well to inform him that at present Washmgton'
and London can’t make up their troubled ininds, not what to -
do with Russia, but how to compete with her.

Yours very respectfully,
- EDWARD RODENHOUSE

f.é

CALVINISM IN NORTH IRELAND

Belfast Northern Ireland,
D1'.'C.-Bouma, ) 2nd January, 1946/

Dea/r Pfrofessor Bouma:

ALVINISM in Ireland does not constitute a lalge force,
but it can ‘claim to be very active. The majority of the
3 . Protestant people of Northern Ireland know nothing of
alvinism, and those who do, often look upon it as a harsh and
- ,lt of—date doetrine. The Arminian views are firmly implanted
in ‘our province, and the man who stands up for such doctrines
as Predestination or Total Depravity is met by much opposition.
- Therefore I-think I am quite safe in stating that the atmos-
. 'phere in Northern Ireland is not favourable for Calvinism.
- B‘ecause of this the néed of propagating it is brought home to
us: dally, we feel that the spirit of Calvinism here must be
Many Christians in our
province who have heard nothing but the Arminian side from
their childhood have accepted Calvinism as soon as it was clear-

. -ly presented to them. We feel that if the presentation was on

a grander scale, still more would rally behind the great doc-
Ignorance is one of the greatest obstacles

A’ Calvinistic Bookshop

“ The Evangelical- Bookshop can claim to be the only Calvinistic
“bock-rdom ‘in Ireland. One may purchase there most of the
- Evangelical ‘works published 'in the. British Isles, and many
_Christians of varying denominations avail themselves. of the
- opportunity. It is indeed heartening to behold people buying up
“'good literature, as there is so much bad literature for sale in
~-our ‘city. This bookshop, . however, does more than circulate

- Evangelical writings; it also propagates the great Reformed
' -doctrines, -commonly known as: Calvinism. Thus the works of

F rom Our Corr‘eSpondents

‘critics and downright modernists.
people buy such books as The Five Books of Moses by.

. 1945, out of a total of 745 homes visited, 65 were Roman Cath-

+ small volume, yet deals WIth the Second Advent in a masterly .

Dr. Loraine Boettner, Prof. Louis Berkhof, and men of such
calibre are to be obtained. Occasional publications of the Soy
ereign Grace Union, a2 body of English Calvinists, are als
sale. Many people come in contact with Calvinism- for
first time by entering our Bookshop, and: the amount  of
done by it would be hard to estimate. The only pity 'is. tha
we have not more like it in various parts of the country, . -

This book-room also exists as a protest and counter to-Mod
ernism. - Other shops in the city sell the w11t1ngs of unbelieving:
Thus it is encouraging to see

Oswald T. Allis, works exposing the inconsistencies of the E
lutionary theory, and others replying to the Modernist attacks
on Holy Scripture. Besides these bigger works, there is 1ssued~"'
a host of pamphlets and articles by scholarly men,of Calvinistic -
views. A colporteur brings many of these publications into th
country districts, and visits anywhere from five hundred to.
seven hundred homes per month. In the month of November,”

olic. The good influence of this book-room is not confined to
Northern Ireland, but also extends across the border into Roman -
Catholic Eire. During the war it was necessary to have a per-
mit in order to post printed matter from North Ireland to Eire.
We succeeded in obtalmng one, and so the flow of sound teachmg

. was not blocked in this quarter.

When we look at other book-rooms in'the city selling a ﬂood '
of Modernistic teaching, we feel very thankful for our little wit-- . .
ness, a light in the midst of great spiritual darkness. ‘May the
Lord contmue to bless our work; we covet your prayers in thls .
respect. e

An Interestmg Book

Ca1v1n1sts in Ireland have just received a treat in the form of =
a book' by Rev. W. J. Grier; B.A. The Momentous Event is a
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7 “j,‘}ns blrth ,Desemblng the glfts and 1ts 1mphcat10n S

k Guer supports the Non~Mlllenn1a1‘v1ew

ar. Works issued in the: U. S A written by ministers of the

Yrthodox Presbyterian . Church ‘and the Christian Reformed *
i ch,i but. these..are extremely difficult’ to. obtain owing to
This book, then, comes to us as a real .

ent - conditions.”

) especlally as there are so.many of what Mr, Grier terms
“‘fancxful views: as to the Liord’s second advent.”. In Northern
"Ireland “the' Pre—mlllenarlan view  seems. to ‘be: most popular
ongst hrlstlan clrcles, and books have been circulated sup-
tmg this: view; therefore we are more than glad to. see this

e work being 1ssued ‘and we trust that God will bless it to

ny in the prov1nce TR
: : . Yours,m Hls Serv1ce, s
FRED S. LEAHY.

FROM SOUTH INDIA

“Telugu Vlllage MlSSlO]’l,’

Adoni,: Bellary Dlst

South  India, “~ -

Nov. 28, 1945, .
 [Rec’d Feb. 4, 1946.]

he Edltor—ln-Chlef
CALVIN FORUM :
aplds, M1ch U S A

'UR admlrable August-September number packed w1th

ven better fare than- usual reminds me of a pleasant;

but so far unfulﬁlled duty towards. yourself and . the"

1 Stalf of the . FOR‘UM - Let - me, - therefore, begln by

rot gentlemen my tardy, but none, the less sincere felici=

nf’havmg* passed your tenth mllestone of service to the
an, pubhc

“of ‘most of the contributed -articles appearlng in the
of the ForRUM. cantiot but be regarded as a ‘particularly
"‘servme” to-a large-circle of readers, among whom one
d very hkely find many shades of cultural and re11g1ous
ght.: 1 .am personally proud to be numbered among your

gn correspondents, thereby be1ng in a pos1tlon to help swell
olume of Christian world voices which are heard in these:

ns' from time to time. May God bless your labours and
nue to extend the thrust and scope of the FORUM s 1nﬂu—
axn the’ new decade on. which you have’ entered

A U. 8. Gift L1brary :

, esh link of culture and frlendshlp between Indla and the
A, was forged on Nov. 10th at the Memorial Hall, Madras

Ity, when Mz, Roy Bower the American-Consul, handed over.
o ehalf of. his Government a library ‘of children’s books for

‘se‘m educatlng the fuveniles- of - Souith India.. This frlendly
esture on the part of the U. S. Government was greatly ap-
reclated by the citizens ‘6f Madras, most of whom, a correspon-
ent wmtes, were much impressed with the high quality of the
“in’ their contents and ‘general get—up, and at the tremen-
dous progress attamed by Americans in ‘the science of child
catlon India, 1" may add, knows little ‘about catering for
1terary rieeds of her chlldren apart: from the® text, books

supphed to schools, and save 1n the homes of a few well to do’

e ,k‘olumes, which were dlsplayed in sectlons comprlsed

n* readmg, spec1a1 1eaders, wrltlng and grammar, ar1th-~

In ‘his ™

Tt Introductxon, Mr.. Grier- gives. his reason for pubhshlng

3 book—-#“there is no book now easily obtamable in the British
vhich sets forth the v1ewp01nt here presented There are-

.- The  consistently “high standard of your:
eful God- and ‘Bible-centered. editorials and the ‘scholarly

a leading Madras daily, writes: ““Yale served in Ind for
years, being Governor of. Madras for five years (1687—92) W
he ‘retuirned to England he ‘sent to Yale un1vers1ty a hbr
valued at Rs' 7, 500 ($2,250). Amerlca has repald that;
Madras very many times over Her immensé and -contin
growing contribution-to .the spread of enhghtenment in th
country through her missionary, educational-and hum
foundations, has taken many forms.  ‘And among thes

latest mumﬁcence in the shape “of children’s books: deserve

place as it brlngs more Joy to chlldren in readlng and learni
The introduction of these books, 1llustratmg highly’ evol
Amerlcan aesthetic prlnclples, hterary forms and ‘met]

_study, marks the beglnnlng' of a new and more wholes
ﬂuence in the educatlon of our chlldren " e

Of Peace and War
The Thanksg1v1ng broadcast heard from New )

merciful dellverance from: the most sihister tyranny in

Tt is also a matter for satisfaction that Goering and- ‘his
,gang at Nuremberg, and Yamashlta and hlS fellow sad

' lant over. the uneasy, turbulent peace whlch the

enJoymg” today

Indo-China. and Indone51a, not to mention- the poll i

heavals n the Mlddle East must cause even the most ¢

operatives in the plants of the General Motors Corpora :

- not, one supposes, but result in a glgantlc headache: fo th

responsible for- the: smooth running. of 1ndustry over in
great country. Perhaps the only people coniscious of iriward 1 pe
and calm are-those who study their Bibles and ‘believe: tha
is-: only the: Prinice of Peace Who. ean’ induce tranqullhty 1

- hearts and. lives of men arid Who. can brmg real: peace to

angulshed ‘sorely tried world,

Indla and Tts Christian Commumty
India, meanwhlle, continues  to present. the usual parad
outwardly calm and well ordered but inwardly in a ‘geeth
pohtlcal ferment with the bureaucracy, brown and whlte, str1v

--ing feverishly to preserve the constitutional status quo, an

political pundlts the while hurling defiance at the powers~tha
be ‘and stirring up. the .inert masses to- cry, parrothke, fo

" Swarag, or self-government Whlch the ma]orlty neither und

stand nor des1re The lntellectuals, however, have .no 1llus1
left concerning ‘the rapid. spread of communism througho £ th
Orient and the fact of India’s peculiar" vulnerability
‘appeal. .. The political balance is indeed. very cr1tlcally poi
and it is realized that the slightest false move on: the part
the administrations in London and New Delhi might have th
effect ‘of upsetting the unstable equilibrium, precipitating.
country into internecirne conflict or. unpredlctable magnitude an
consequence, PFurther; the trend of events in neighboring co
tries. farther East is definitely not reassuring to students )
current affairs, interested in the spread of Chrlstxanlty
And how will Christian. India fare, you might aSkv"

) coming pohtlcal set-up, see1ng she forms but two per
. of the total- populatmn"

It is.a pertlnent query as Ch
Amierica has spent and is spenchng liberally in the w
tending Chrlst’s Kingdom- here in India. . T shall le
Amerlcan mlsswnary of long experlence and ver,‘




re, though, perhaps, not without some losses.
self has-planted love in* thousands of hearts in this land.
That ove will ‘survive and-transmit 1tself in. and through the
el tothe India that is to be.”

West, revered and loved by so.many of his Indian friends,
vereign;willz of God,f honours His Word, and seeks by: every

rlst-é-she will not only :survive -the. hostility of a largely

V contammg th1s South Ind1a letter reaches ‘me!

Fraternally you1s, R
CARTHUR Vi RAMIAH,

" AUSTRALIAN VOICE i
" A Sydney, New South Wales,
: Australla, 5
Clarence Bouma, December 20 1945

in Semmary,

ing: troops and" ex~prlsoners~of-wa1 Thousands of men
are bemg d1scharged from the armed forces each day.

"re'ated by six - years of. war-tlme 1est11ctlons and regi-
tlon of man power,

: ertain food stuffs together with industrial unrest - has

ethods of subtlety-and untiring efforts, have ‘gained con-
ll'ng‘ posmons in two or three of the lalgest trade unions.
ey seek to, and are aggraVatlng the situation. “Roman Cath-

at of Commumsm, creating fertile soil for ‘all the weeds of
oc lldeologles that germinate in the unregenerate mind.
beralism is in the field with its panacea for our social ills.
iodism - in’ this state is ‘concentrating on Community Cen-
s and Boys’ Clubs The idea is to guide the mind of youth
t the ‘most’ 1mpress1onable age.
‘rduahty is suppressed and independent judgment must be
ordinate to the mass,

Commumty Centres form a definite threat to family life, as
centre undertakes to. fulfil the. responsibilities that belong to
‘mlly Scareely” anything could ‘be more serious than . the
ratmn of ‘the family responsibilities.
1in family life'is being advocated-by liberal-church’ leaders.
rave new world is to be built by human endeavour, and we
the usual chorus of parasites call: ‘Not cv eed but conduet’.
eformed doctrlne of the Atonement is a prlson of modern

'Assembly w1ll How be passed down,to the state assembhes
further conslderatlon

e arnved ﬁfty years ago yesterday ‘The" whole Chlls-;
n,commumty in India is.on a different- footmg from what it l
8. kThe commumty 1s not yet past 1ts growmg pams but I+

The Lord 'Was ca1r1ed

belleve that th1s mellow octogenar1an Gwm (teacher) from

rlght +—that if the Church in India accepts with ‘humility the .
THE CALVIN FORUM, :

""Grand Rapids, Michigan. =
- Deay Dr. Bouma:?

proclaim the Good Tidings and the unsearchable riches: ;
; SHALL I-write about the housmg s1tuatlon hele, Wltl ve

] Istlan Azad Hmd (free Indla) but w111 actually prosper_

g of 1946——poss1bly even before the issue of the‘ .
We look :

{'serv1cemen are all back.:
is.seéen for mext year..

‘the ministers’ conferences. held from time to. time A
‘enthuS1ast1c llberal is hard:to find of late; eveén though 1

- falth of ‘the fathers.
. for a theology of “recervement” is: a metamorph051s that
“not be accomplished by degrees. :

. L : ! Lo “persons ~attending had been less d1gn1ﬁed these meetmg
by day shlps of all types steam 111to the bay ca11y—y

‘man who has “done" some clear thinking on the matter
i army 1eturn1ng 1o civilian life’ llas accentuated the prob- "~ And some hlghly 1nterest1ng things: were. said.”
- University in the Modern. World, threw some’ ‘hand g1
right into the camp of ‘the ‘liberals:
-cation is to be sound and ‘truly liberal, teachers should
_their convictions, and in such a way that their persuasi
‘come-evident ‘to the students, who may “then' accept or 1
‘Dr. Nash was especlally unmereciful -in his criticism of ‘m

shortage of housing and the cont1nued ratlonmg of clothes N
rlse to the usual “forgers of hes ‘and’ plophets of no

Commumsts, who Iepresent a very small mmo11ty, by their -

lic ‘Action appears to be concentratlng her efforts: to ‘meet the -

~how the problem of religion in hlgher educatlon 1s solved

‘Rackham ‘Hall. .
The wholé trend is socialistic,

live. theonomously that is " the “Protestant p1mc1pl Y
Yet such: a break-

‘on-“Just ‘What isthe Church?”

: onths Presbytenanlsm ‘has ‘given: much attention ” .~ - -
At the last general assembly of the P1es-

An association has been formed by he
'conservatlves in- ‘the: church* ‘to oppose union: : :

At the close ‘of the” Assembly, ‘and . before ‘a’ thin: hous
niotion was put to admit women-to the m1n1stry The mo
Warmest regards; yours,
' ARTHUR 'ALnE

AT MICHIGAN’S UNIVERSITY

b 2180 N Dlvxsmn,
Ann Arbory. chhx
Februaly 4, 1946

erans' tramping ‘the streets looking in vain ‘for! som sort

of shelter? " I know of one couple that lives.in a
cubby hole, w1th a card table, - an electric plate, a Wash ba,
and a few odd chairs—and sleeps several blocks down ‘the street
in a little:attic.. Some of these people feel they are not get
a-square deal. " And the end is not yet; for we haven't. begu
reach’ the maximum’ enrolment that is sure to result Whe‘
An enrolment of fourteen thous

But ore can 8
In, the :
"Oneisees i

Michigan is still a.very liberal center
appreciable change durlng the past five: years:
world ‘liberalism  is- plainly’ on the: defens1ve

be too’ sanguinary-to think" that ‘this 1nd1cates a return't
"To- exchange a theology of achleve

A ‘series ‘of colloqulums on “Rellglon in’ ngher Edu

were held recently, in the: Upper:Room. at Lane: Hall e

have -been called bull ‘sessions.) These meetlngs Wer
under the chalrmanshlp of the Provost Dr. James P. Adal

One 0
speakers, Dr. Arnold Nash of ‘McCormick, and authm '

He' asser ted that

biased” education, and he made, it plain: that they ‘who"s
praises most loudly are frequently themselves more
than most.

Father J. Ryan Bclser of the School of Rellglon at’ the St
University of Iowa gave some illuminating information a

that State. - PR

Paul Tillich gave a series of lectures 1ecently in the pa ati;
- He had much to say in connection with “h
Protestant Pr1nc1ple Man is not autonomous: it wa
error ‘of traditional libéralism that. it thought he was.
should man submlt to heteronomy, all: groups that have

Pope, Church or Book have erred- at this polnt Man shoul

careful listener detects a’ Bartlnan overtone here
“De Sacra Seriptura’ is not that of the Protestant Refor
““Kyen the local ministers’ conference has r()used itself
its complacent liberal lethargy.  We: are to listen-to a
Doctrme and c1eedal “éonce]
do seern’ to matter after all' L '
; As eve1 your fellow sold1e1,
, = LEONARD VERDU




s Holland Mlchlgan,’@f’:

Feb 12, 1946
Dear Edztor.

NSTEAD of g1v1ng 1tems of news from various sectlons of' :

. the  denomination, I-intend to devote this' letter to’ informa-

tion, about Hope: College, one of our educational institutions:”
efReformed Church is proud of two  Seminaries and three
‘At a later time I shall give information about these

1nst1tut10ns This will acquaint our friends in this and other
countrles with our- ‘institutions. It will. also 1em1nd members
of the Reformed Church readlng THE CALVIN FORUM of the
facts 'and ﬁgures s0 eas1ly forgotten or. lost in our nearness to

nomlnatlon at the outset 5o the over-all picture will- be clearer
We have two seminaries, the New Brunswick Theological Sem-

",alySemmary at Holland, Mlchlgan We have three colleges,
> College ‘at ‘Holland, Mlchlgan, Central College at  Pella,
nd: Northwestern Junior College and Academy at Orange

1 A
We also- ma1nta1n the P easant P1a111e cademy a dmlnlstratlon and Christian education,

k Thls letter deals: Wlth Hope College
ed "at 1800 when the ﬁrst 1nterest was recorded

Itsy beg1n1nng may be’
In 1850.

ed Chu1ch was found malnly in New York and New
“The Holland colonlsts felt the need of educating young

] 'preparatlon for’ college tralnlng ox‘fered at the time in:-

rious: buxldmgs were bullt and the campus Was ar adually i

ged. At the present two bulldlngs ate used for class room

k, Van Raalte Hall, and the new science building. The li- ;

ry- and admlmstratlon act1v1t1es are housed 1n ‘the ~same
dmg. The presudent’s home-is on the. campus.

ottage, and various other . large homes near the campus
verted: to. cottage 1e51dences The men ‘are hotsed .in the

rged Semlnary dorm1t01y just “across the street from the -

‘llege A ‘beautiful memorial chapel’ seatlng fifteenn hundred

1 asset to the college and the city.:

'tendlng.
N rolled in the second semester begmnlng Feb 4 Many
“ yetérans are former Hope gtudents, :

‘i store for the college.

_The young
es ave. housed in Voorhees Hall, Van Vleck Hall, Colum- -

Its beautifully stained:
lndows, 1ts marvelous organ, its large chon loft and its ﬁrst ,

- dent of the College: -

of Western: ‘State” College at - Kalamazoo. - Great ace

ments ‘were made under his admlnlstratlon even through

years of depressron and war,

" The new president: of Hope College is Dr. L J Lubber

came from a very successful service as. p1es1dent of @
College for.the last eleven years.. More will be stated b
this in my letter about Central College.” :

‘Dr. Lubbers is a graduate of the Wisconsin Memorl al
emy, Hope College, Columbia University, 'and “Northwester
University. From the last named: institution -he’ earned hi
Ph.D. in the field of College administration.  Dr. Lubb
Engllsh Instructor. in- Voorhees - Collége, India;,’ Profes
English in Hope College from 1923-1929, Instructor in

inary at New Brunswick, New Jersey, and the Western Theo- cation in Northwestern University, 1930, Associate Pro;

of Psychology and  Education ‘at Carroll Collége (Wiscon

from 1930-1934, after which he went to Central Colleg :

serve as president, :

. Dri: Lubbers has written and spoken extenswel i
- He'is at:
serving-as chairman of the National Commlsswn -on-Ch

“ Higher Education of ‘the Association of Amer1can Col

A few figures about the graduates of Hope College
interest. “During the years 4 total of 2,824 were giadu

.tne college. . This represents 1, 776 men and 1. 048tw0men
~follow1ng professnons are replesented in” this number.
- ness 386, medicine and dent1st1y 155, Educatlon 750,

Ministry with charge 526 M1Ssmns 114, and professmnal st"

o216,

The enrollment at Hope is: normal at p1esent ’w ’
This number includes 200 veterans; of WhICh

The housing situation remains a problem Rece ¢
of 25 family units ot dorm1tory facilities for 50 p

“been promised under the FPHA regulatlon .

Under the leadership of Pre51dent Lubbers great ‘
The first building project
dormxtory. The faculty" has: already been. enlarged.

This does not tell the full story of Hope College or
Chiristian college.. The heart of the Chr1st1an college

“Christian faith in the chapel the class room, and

of both professors and students. Such exper1ences and
sions cannot” adequately be: recorded on paper. -
-1 trust this form of reporting on the news of the Refor

- church will give ‘a better acqualntance with the  expiess

Calvinism ‘in the deniomination and in the world at lar ge.
graduates of a_ Christian college translate Chustlan trai
1nto Chrlstlan 11v1ng

" WILLIAM GOULO




. ook Review

A CATHOLIC DUTCH HISTORY

EVOLUTION OF THE DUTCH NATION; by Bernard H. M Vlekke. :

Oyblished by Roy Publzshers, "New York 1945 Pp 377,

Pmce $3.50: "

AERE IS a very 1nte1estmg h1st01y of the Netherlands
/'The: auth01 -who'is: secretary general of the Nether-

“land government Historical Institute in Rome, and

as durmg the writing of ‘this volume a ‘refugee scholar
lecturer at Harvard, has first produced a . history ‘of the

§ East Indles under -the- title of Nu. Santara; and has now’ ’
n: amost informative work in English’ on. the Nether- -
The 0the1 up-to-date works contain only sketchy Teviews:

teh: hlsto1y, and are rather.short.  This textbook: is .well-

rith' the most reeent- information especially on the -
le Ages, on the. so«called Golden Age; and -on contemporarv‘

~contains. a wealth of material- that is’ brought. to
ht by research of the last. ﬁfty years. . It-has sidelights on
ies and culture that are 1efresh1ng

Tt is-on the -

‘not controlled by the chulch like the Cathohc party and schoo

But he lauds the Modern Calvinists because they bréught honor
to’ the suspected: and unlnﬂuentlal Cathollcs, and’then  utters

‘the hope that the future will do away with the pohtlcal antlth
~of ‘Kuyper and: Schaapman, and bring - about: a’ regular
“of - Conservatives-and- Plogresswe L1be1als, wh1ch 1s more
“the authors llkmg L S ;

. Appralsal of Mam Theses
- The author, it is plam, and he states 80 dehberately, ha

“axes ‘to grindi “He wants-to. show ‘that the idea of Groer
~Fruin that Calv1msm put its stamp, on the Duitch na

. sixteenth and seventeenth centuriesis. mlstaken, and tha
‘history,’ like -all history, 1s mamly determlned by geo X
~and economie factors -

No one will. deny that the contrast between the coa'
mth centers:like Amsterdam, andthe land: provxnce

: 4 “graphlc style and with attractive detail. . It

- the many. ‘characters: of Duteh history in. forceful;'

it places in full relief ‘the desperate struggle ‘of:

nce ‘of the Calvinist and Catholic political partles under

ver and Schaapman for the subsidizing of the’ Catholic
hial: and ‘the- tl')ree Chrlstlan schools; ffr a share in: the > poor, capital and labor s lllustrated by SuChl act
it of ‘the nation; for a’ clerical pOlICY in the Dutch"\v

and- for the betterment ‘of social and- economic =

dies;
i the homeland AlL together it is'a book® wh1ch will

lted by many, we hope,. who-want to- get a. Well-dlg*ested_“

w-of any peuod of Dutch hlstory

}‘Inﬂuence of Calv1msm Mlmmlzed
lhls volume is of speclal s1gn1ﬁcance for Calvinists of Dutch

because 1t givesa sympathetlc ‘slant on Kuype1 s states-

_and on: the pol1t1cal achievements of the Dutch Cal=

it n alhance w1th the Catholics.
dehberate eﬁort to m1n1m1ze the 1nﬂuence of  the Cal-

ists who establlshed the Dutch Repubhc, won - the Elghty
7 war; .and created a’modern culture in science: and artin
Golden Age “He mentions the. Calvmlst Groen and thé
; I‘I‘rum more than once as men- who have given old Cal-
m too much: Honor; and put the old Cathol1cs in-a forgotten

' Cleverly the author marshals his facts: (and: omits

to. bring out that the Catholics made their patnotlc'

trlbutlons, and that the l1berty allowed to dissenters was the

- of ,Erasmlan 1nﬁuences among Catholics and ‘Humanists.
,takes ‘occasion to call the Calvinists a strong, serious and
er jlnate group, but void of tolerance. -He sings the old

Ong“ £ Wagenaar when he states that Oldenbarneveldt was -
He omits the share of Marnix

eIMo ed by “political” murder.
n ~f1572 and 1576 to establish freedom also for the Catholics.
_ He blames the Calvinists for the Iconoclagm. of 1566 and neg-

0 speak of ‘the differencés between the Precisions, the:.

Moderates and - the Lat1tud1nar1ans in the Reformed Church,

not neglect any ‘opportunity, however, to d1m1n1sh the

lvinism. as a cultural movement, and to- cast certa1n
$ on some of its leaders; e.g. Ussehnx, Groen and Kuy—

ts the state party and John de: Wltt ‘defenders of

nd ““drip* system”, on a pedestal and calls them

~Yet, Dr: Vlekke puts,h

ters-like~Groningen;”

“sympathies and: developments The plesent theol gic
s a proof; of this, for in many respects it bl‘lng‘ out the ag
“difference’ between' the act1ve and. speculatxve West an

ret1cent and mystical East. . The tussle also betwee
countrles, and again. in our own days. “But the underlyin
.tive for all. conflicts in. politics, eco omlcs, and- r
beheve, of a- rel1g1011s and ‘ethical- ‘nature.* The tem

. shadings ‘may be based on heredlty and envxronment,
“and: revolutiong' are ‘caused by moral’ factors:

Rehg_
culture cannot be d1vorced The devil is stlll ‘the drag
wants to swallow ‘up ‘the v1rgm ‘of ‘the" ngdom 0

Tt is too bad that the author wants to. contradrct thls.‘ H

is” that of- Occam, that there are two Watertxght:

'ments, the’ church and the state, each’ with' their’ own in
.Culture and pohtlcs are of a“neutral quahty. And th”

the thesis of Groen and Fruin; that: there Was once upo a
a Calv1n1st1c culture, is absolutely dlscarded and declare'
worthless and 1ncorrect. s

k Wanted Calvmlst,lc Hxstorlans
We, Calvinists; however, get a falrer deal’ than in th‘

-recent - works: on Dutch- h1story Wh1ch are mamly wnt

Liberals. But we do not get a square deal.” We shall’ no

this-until: some of our Calvinistic college graduates will
“the fiéld of general history and especially the problems in

Calvinism is involved.  We are receiving a few ‘eomplin
now and then, which is certainly grat1fy1ng, but, néverth 1
we: are still the black sheep of the: famlly Liberals and Ca
olies are very busy ertmg hundreds of books and pamphle
show: the greatness. of Human1sm and Thomlst1c history, a
the abstract. But Calvinism is \in vain'looking for-its’ pala i

"We need graduate and research study i in: theology, history;
~osophy and 'edyecation.

A commentary on - hberallstlc
Thomistie works' is. insufficient and: futlle aust’

have: an excellent record and an’“acce able system of tha

'We must therefore, form a Calvrmst
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