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really knows who wrote them, but they are known throughout the African-American community. 

They reflect the thankfulness, joy, and victory that we experience when those around us hold us up 
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Dr. Thomas A. Dorsey, called the Father of Gospel Music, switched over from jazz music to be one of the 

most prolific writers of what we call gospel music today. This song came from a point when he was strug-

gling after the passing of his wife and infant. It shows how when words can’t express the depth of what we 

feel, the gift of music can take over as our prayer.  



Richard Smallwood became one of the leading innovators in taking gospel music outside of the African-

American context. His unique blending of classical with gospel music created a sound that enthralled and 

uplifted audiences all over the world. The message remains ground though in the truth that only in Jesus do 

we find our stable place, our true joy. This message is consistent with the African-American theme of God 

being sustainer.   



Tye Tribbett, following other cutting edge gospel writers such as Kirk Franklin and Fred Hammond, has 

crosses many genres to blend gospel music into a distinctly new sound. This song sounds very much like a 

rock song with its guitar riffs and drum crashes. However, the command is for my soul to bless the Lord 

because of what He has done for us. This message, like the music, transcends all people groups.   



Israel Houghton is a perfect picture of the medley that God has created for us all in making us unique and 

diverse. His version of gospel music often brings in elements of Contemporary Christian music, a genre that 

before recent times has not greatly impacted African-American communities. This music shows us how wor-

ship can and should transcend borders, cultures, and trends to reveal more of the glory of God.   


